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Dear Reader, 
 

After the busy summer of 2017, an even more action-packed fall rolled out for the 
Camargo Hunt. The fall cubbing season opened, as per tradition, with the ever-popular 
Labor Day Hunt. It has a class reunion-like quality when old friends get together to 
exchange stories of summer travels and family celebrations. Thanks to Judith Davis and 
Christie Elfers for the stirrup cup and to all the Masters for the brunch held following 
the Labor Day Hunt. 

The fall season featured two presentations by John Babcock and the officers of the 
Hunt. First, the History of the Hunt in Indian Hill was presented at the Indian Hill 
Equestrian Club evening meeting. Second, the Story of Fox Hunting and a live 
demonstration of a hunt were given to the Indian Hill High School Outdoor Education 
Class. 

Other featured events included an exchange visit with Rocky Fork Headley Hunt, 
which took the place of a field trip to Tennessee, the Junior North American Field 
Hunter Trials Qualifiers held at Brown Hall, and the 77th Camargo Hunter Trials held at 
Clippinger Field.  

Social gatherings were ramped up with more Third Thursday dinners. As 
memorable as anything was a demonstration basset hunt at Clippinger Field. All these 
activities made for a full calendar this fall. 
  

 

 

 

Setting out for the ball! 

Special thanks to Steve Thomas, 
Carla Babcock, Annette Adams, and many 
more for taking and sending in pictures for 
this issue!  

 
Your editor and editorial assistant, 

Frank Welsh  

Annie Ha, Ursuline Academy Class of 2019 
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Labor Day Opening Hunt September 4, 2017 

 

Kerry, Dot, and Henry Daus 

Margaret White Charlie Johnson, Sr. 

Billy Chatfield 

Game viewed at stirrup cup 

Charlie Johnson, Jr. 
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Labor Day Opening Hunt September 4, 2017 

 

Mae Daus as the fox 

For Hurricane Harvey horses 

Ann and Billy Chatfield, Lisa Steinberg, and Gayle Frank 

Carla and Dad, Orville Varasso Kathleen Warner, Joe Moran, and Friend 
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Labor Day Opening Hunt September 4, 2017 

 

Carol and Ed Hake Linnea and Nick Nadel John Steele and Bobbi Hart 

Kathleen and Bobbi Frank and Steve Welsh Natalie, Brenda, and Morley 

Charlie, Sr. and Elizabeth Johnson, and Caryn Lee 
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History of the Camargo Hunt by John Babcock September 7, 2017 

 

Kim Pierce and Friend 

Resources by Ginny White Billy Chatfield’s History 

John Babcock, Ann Gibson, 
and Carla Babcock 

George Glover admires 

2004 Camargo Hunt Country 1928 Hunt Country 
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History of the Camargo Hunt by John Babcock at IHEC Meeting            
September 7, 2017 

   A standing-room only crowd of equestrian enthusiasts gathered at the Little Red Schoolhouse for the 
September 7, 2017 meeting of the Indian Hill Equestrian Club to hear John Babcock’s exquisitely crafted 
history of the Camargo Hunt. He was introduced by Ann Gibson, president of the Indian Hill Equestrian 
Club. John attributed his history to two sources, Leslie Sheils’ and Billy Chatfield’s 2001 History of the 
Camargo Hunt on its 75th anniversary and Ginny White’s From Camargo to Indian Hill. 

Early in the 1900s, a riding club was established in the East Walnut Hills neighborhood of Cincinnati. 
The Camargo Realty Company was founded by members of the riding club to acquire an option on 12,000 
acres of undeveloped land along Camargo Road in Indian Hill. The Vanderbilts, the Chatfields, the Stanley 
Rowes, and others were early investors in this land. It was divided into 25-acre lots which were sold for 
$75-150 an acre. By 1930, there were 60 houses built on the land. John characterized the development as a 
kind of upscale Works Projects Administration (WPA) undertaking. Julius Fleischmann established his 
1600-acre Winding Creek Farm and founded the Camargo Hunt in 1925. He was the sole master from 1925-
1932 and built a stone gate just off Blome Road near Spooky Hollow, which is still there to this day. As 
recently as 1975, the hunts started at the manor house on Winding Creek Farm. In 1928, the Hunt 
employed an English huntsman who added coops to jump gates that could be opened from horseback and 
115 miles of trails. He kept the pack of hounds. Pony-sized horses were used during this era. It was an all-
day sport. Social events included teas, balls, stirrup cups, and the Hunter Trials, founded in 1940. The 
membership rolls at the time read like a “Who’s Who” of the Midwest. The 90th season of the Camargo 
Hunt opened in Clippinger Field, three days before John’s talk, and the 77th Hunter Trials were held on 
October 7th this year. 

In 1962, the Green Acres Trust was created in Indian Hill to preserve the trails on 3000 acres of the 
property. It is possible to this day to convey part of one’s lot to the Village of Indian Hill Green Belt and 
receive a substantial tax savings. William McDougall Kite zoned the green areas exclusively for bridle trails. 
In 2001, the Camargo Hunt and the Green Acres Foundation at the Fleischmann Estate were awarded the 
Masters of Foxhounds Association Conservation Award, a prestigious national award that goes to those 
who have done the best job of setting aside rural lands for fox hunting. The kennels eventually moved from 
Indian Hill to Clermont County and then to Boone County, Kentucky, where they are today. In the last 15 
years, members of the Hunt have acquired a remarkable 7,000 acres of contiguous land for hunting in 
Owen County, Kentucky. A bas relief sculpture depicting MFH Babcock in hunt attire on his horse with a 
hound was set in Indian Hill’s Stephan Field to commemorate the year 2000 millennial. John admitted that 
if the game, a fox or coyote, fails to show up for a hunt, then the hunt is just a fancy-dress trail ride. But if 
the game does appear, all pandemonium breaks loose. “It’s the most fun you can have with your clothes on,” 
quipped John. 

There followed a brief question and answer period during which Babcock promoted the upcoming 
Hunter Trials, now in its 77th year, and described some of the many classes of competition, including the 
Corinthian class. He also explained how the hunt season is divided into the cubbing season and the formal 
season. Each hunt takes 1-4 hours. There are three groups of riders: the first field consists of riders who 
canter and jump coops, the second field trots and canters and goes through gates rather than jump, and  the 
third field, or hill toppers, who walk or trot their horses and view the whole scene from on high. The 
huntsman typically casts or releases the hounds into a thicket called a covert in order to flush out a fox or a 
coyote. He is aided by whippers-in who steer the hounds back into the fixture or farm on which the hunting 
is permitted for the day. The presentation was beautifully illustrated with slides and posters prepared by 
Carla Babcock. The posters featured scenes from hunts dating all the way back to the founding of the Hunt. 
Trophies awarded to Hunt members for their achievements were on display along with paraphernalia used 
in riding to the hounds. 
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Camargo Hunt members enjoyed a return 
visit to the Rocky Fork Headley Hunt, east of 
Columbus, Ohio during the 2017 MFHA District 
Meeting. The meeting opened with a cocktail party 
at the Rocky Fork Country Club and Hunt. Among 
the revelers were John and Linda McKean and John 
and Carla Babcock. Next morning a live hunt 
departed from Bill Custer’s farm. Bill, a descendant 
of George Armstrong Custer, was very much the 
gallant host. Although the dress was rat catcher, 
everyone looked splendid. Because of the heat, 
riders were allowed to doff their jackets and set out 
in their yellow vests. There were at least 42 riders 
up for the occasion, complete with a stirrup cup 
and a truck full of hounds. The District meeting was 
hosted by Masters Sharon Chappelear, Sally Cox 
Crane, and David Straub and featured topics of 
enduring interest discussed over dinner Saturday 
evening. The meeting concluded with a pace on 
Sunday morning.  

Rocky Fork Headley Hunt Return Exchange Visit September 16-17, 2017 

 

Pour vous service with a smile 

They treated us like royalty! 
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Rocky Fork Headley Hunt Return Exchange Visit September 16-17, 2017 

 

What a wet nose you have! 

John McKean and his GoPro camera At the Rocky Fork Hunt Club 

Bill Custer, hosting 
Saturday’s Hunt 

Six up 

Rosemary helping Sharon 
Chappelear, MFH 

Linda and John McKean 

Stirrup cup, Sir? A proper stirrup cup 
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  National North American Junior Field Hunter Regional Qualifier 2017         

Held September 30, 2017- October 1, 2017 at Brown Hall, Owen County, Kentucky 

Dot welcomes the qualifiers at Brown Hall 

Hamming it up for a selfie A more formal portrait of the qualifiers The mouser on alert 

Relaxing at the Bowens’ after a really fast hunt- Danny, 
Trena, Tot, Janice, and Natalie 

Sir Gallahad and Friends 

Elizabeth, Caryn, and Massey Ferguson provide reception 
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The 77th Camargo Hunter Trials October 7, 2017  

 
The 77th annual running of the Camargo Hunter Trials was held Saturday, October 7, 2017 at 

Clippinger Field in Indian Hill. Equestrian luminaries gathered from around the region to test their 
stamina, level-headedness, and bravery for fox hunting in the season to come. The event tests both horses 
and riders by having them ride over terrain resembling a typical hunt fixture. This annual event has been 
held since 1940 and is early in the cubbing portion of the hunt season in order to strengthen the riders, 
young and old, for the arduous conditions encountered in the course of the weekly hunts. More than 60 
riders registered for the 70+ classes held to test their readiness. The two main jump rings include a small 
ring, which provides young riders experience riding outside of a sand arena, and a large ring with bigger 
jumps over uneven terrain. Horses and riders jump over log piles and post and rail fences ranging in 
height from 2½-3½ feet. The outside ring is, in fact, a cross country course of the sort used in eventing and 
recreates the terrain and the jumps encountered in fox hunting. Riders who succeed in the Hunter Trials 
are well-prepared for the season to come. This traditional gathering also features a tailgate picnic 
competition where chefs vie for huge ribbons with their displays of culinary delights and designer 
libations. The tailgate competition attracts bon vivants, young and old, who enjoy strolling around the 
perimeter of the rings and watching the riders, jumpers, and hunters while snacking on an enormous 
variety of delectable treats. It is rumored that the tailgaters “lift a brew or two to the occasion.” The 
weather begrudgingly co-operated to make for a memorable day. 
 

  

Featured: Connie and Melinda 

~OCTOBER FEST FOR THE HORSEY SET~ 
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Connie on Valdemar 

Carla toasts the crowd 

John Meahl takes to the air 

Danny and Friends 

David, Kerri, and Henry 

Donna Johnson 

77th Camargo Hunter Trials 2017  
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Barbara Mack, Helen Richards, Doug Manzler, and 
Becky Bolce  

Natalie shushes the field 

Master of Fox Hounds John Babcock and Admirers 

Pam Middendorf, founder of The Indian Hill Equestrian Club and 
member of the Camargo Hunt 

77th Camargo Hunter Trials 2017  

 

Tradition Lives On 
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The Four Tailgate Judges 

Topiary at its finest 

Field Engineering 

Tailgating at its finest: David Hendren and visiting friend 

VIP tent moves to the front corner of the Hunter Trials 

Competition setup is hard work 

A Very Formal Affair 

Sir Reynard 

Starting Early 

77th Camargo Hunter Trials 2017  
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Mini Breakfast Bites from Pocket Change Gourmet.com October 14, 2017 

                     Prepared and presented by Christie Elfers for the day’s Bring to Share  
 
 

Good to the last bite! 

Prep time 10 minutes 
Cook Time 20 minutes 
Total Time 30 minutes 
Quantity 24 mini-bites 
 
Egg mix: 
1 cup milk 
1 cup Bisquick mix or equivalent 
4 eggs beaten 
 
Sausage mix: 
1 pound country pork sausage 
1 cup diced white onion 
1/2 cup diced bell peppers (red, yellow and 
orange) 
1 teaspoon smoked paprika 
1 cup shredded sharp cheddar cheese 
Brown sausage, pepper and onion in skillet 
until pink are gone from pork and veggies 
are softened. 
Add paprika, stir, and drain off fat. 
Let cool for five minutes. 
Combine egg mix ingredients in a bowl. 
Preheat oven to 325 degrees. 
 
Spray mini muffin pan with cooking oil. 
Fill each well with 1 1/2 tablespoons of egg 
mix. 
Add a heaping teaspoon of sausage mix to 
each well. 
 
Bake 15-20 minutes until brown on top.  
Serve with salsa or pico de gallo. 
 
Also enjoyed with stirrup cup, prior to cast! 
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See What You Missed ---- by falling short at the Hunt Ball 
Silent Auction! October 15, 2017 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

The now iconic Babcock gourmet dinner 
was held on Sunday, October 15, 2017, with the 
ten successful bidders and the hosts in 
attendance. As you can see from the photo above, 
it was an occasion not to be missed. One of the 
highest purposes of the Hunt is to enhance your 
quality of life. Nothing could  be finer than 
attending one of the Babcocks’ annual gourmet 
dinners in support of the Camargo Hunt. The 
dinner concluded with champagne flutes of pears 
in white wine and cardamom with crème fraiche. 
Now that is a lifestyle indicator par excellence! 

 Be sure not to miss the opportunity to bid 
on this wonderful occasion at the Hunt Ball next 
spring!   We’ll all be there vying for a chance to 
attend. 

Babcock Dinner Menu 
Unique imported Italian Wines 
 
Hors d’oeurves 
Antipasti 
Smoked salmon and goat cheese bruschetta 
Mushroom caps with spinach soufflé, sausage & pinenuts 
Fontezoppa 

Cuvée Rosé -2012 
 
Amuse-bouche 
 
Salad 
Baby spinach salad with dates & almonds 
Fontezoppa 

Verdicchio Di Matelica - 2013 
 
Pasta 
Portobello mushroom ravioli with basil Alfredo sauce 
Fontezoppa 

San Marone – 2011 
 
Entrée 
Grilled baby rack of lamb with roasted Tuscan vegetables 
Salice Salentino 

Il Rapace – Reserva Red - 2010 
 
Dessert 
Poached pears in white wine & cardamom, with crème fraiche 
Pharus 

Anima Mundi – Port – 2003 
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Third Thursday Dinner October 19, 2017 

 

On the grounds of the old Heritage Restaurant 

On site Kitchen Garden In the cozy cottage 
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Earlier in the fall, Kerri Daus brought the 
Camargo Hunt to the attention of Dale Harmon, the 

outdoor education instructor at Indian Hill High 
School, as a topic for his class. He generously booked 

two sessions with the Hunt so that his class could learn 
all about our most excellent activity. John Babcock 

attended the session on November 7 and gave a brief 
history of fox hunting in general and fox hunting in 

Indian Hill. 
On November 14, the class came to Clippinger 

Field for the start of Tuesday’s hunt. Dr. Babcock 
explained the different parts of the tackle on his horse, 
Obadiah, while Natalie Nesbitt described the hunter’s 

dress. She explained how the stock tie can be used as a 
tourniquet, the extra stirrup leather for repairs, the 

whip for picking up dropped objects from horseback, 
and the red coat to prevent getting shot during gun 

hunting season. Phil Myers, Chairman, promoted the 
Hound Retirement Fund. Danny cast the hounds, and 

the Hunt was off! 
The class seemed suitably impressed with the 

undertaking. Clara Blair, who lives nearby, explained 
the role of the whipper-in. Although a little chilly at the 
outset, the day was otherwise sunny and most suitable 
for hunting. Everyone’s horses looked resplendent as 

always. The two-week engagement with the high 
school opened a new era of educational outreach and 

good works for the Camargo Hunt. Huzzah! 

Outdoor Education at its Finest November 7-14, 2017 

Danny instructing the hounds 

Dr. Babcock explains the tack 

Chairman Phil promotes kindly care of the hounds 
and the Hound Retirement Fund and Adoption 
Services. 

IH Outdoor 
Education Class 

arrives 

Kerri Daus adds a few 
pointers 

Clara Blair 
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The Bassets are Coming! November 19, 2017 

A full bore basset hunt was held at Clippinger Field Sunday, November 19, 2017. On a chilly 
afternoon in the heart of Camargo Hunt country, Ron and Lei Ausman generously came from Miami Valley 
Hunt to demonstrate a basset hunt. Lei gave a history of hunting with bassets instead of foxhounds and 
hunting rabbits and hares on foot instead of on horseback. The bassets were bred for shorter legs by St. 
Hubert in the 6th century so that more folks could participate in hunting without owning a horse. Bassets 
have a canter-like gait that carries them along at 22 miles per hour. Since rabbits can run 30 miles per 
hour, they are seldom caught. Bassets are trained not to pursue fox, coyote, or deer.  

The sport is called basseting or beagling if a beagle pack is used. The format is similar to that in fox 
hunting. The bassets respond to the huntsman’s horn. A fieldmaster leads the field of onlookers, and one is 
permitted to talk during the hunt because the bassets are not so distracted by talk that they lose the scent. 
Bassets speak when they are on a scent, just like foxhounds. The first basset to pick up a scent speaks and 
is joined by two other hounds that move in to confirm his find. The covert is the same as for foxes--fallen 
trees and brushy piles of timber. Unlike the foxes and coyotes that take off when pursued by the hounds, 
the rabbits will hunker down and must be flushed out for the chase. The bassets train all summer long to 
hunt as a pack and respond to the huntsman’s horn. The season is from October to April. A typical hunt 
takes two hours. Regional competitions are held to recognize the bloodlines of several strains of bassets. 
The name “basset” comes from the French “bas,” meaning “low-set” or “basset.” A typical basset has black 
and brown patches on white. A lemon basset has blond fur and is largely white with pale-brown patches. A 
blue basset has grey fur. A petit basset Griffon Vendéen has long hair simliar to some of our foxhounds. St. 
Hubert divided the lines of hunting hounds into bloodhounds, tall and lanky, and basset hounds, that are 
short-legged to trail small game. The overall spirit of the hunt is that the bassets bring an intelligent and 
humorful approach to their duties, although they may seem stubborn at times. Carla Babcock laid out a 
classic tailgate stirrup cup for the occasion. One could not fail to be charmed by the sight of a basset hunt.  

The hounds arrive in style Basseting: The Hunt 
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Membership 

Renewal  
2017-2018 

The Camargo Hunt is 
currently accepting 

applications for new 
members. Social and 

various levels of 
riding memberships 

are available. 
 

Contact:  
Hunt Secretary,  

Becky Kimmerly, at 
(513) 470-0465 or 

clevelandbayx@gmail
.com, or the Hunt’s 

website. 
 

 We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.camargohunt.org 

COMPANY NAME 
STREET ADDRESS 

CITY, ST  22134 
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