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This Special Issue of Hark Together is more like a literary magazine than a 
hunt newsletter. It is a collection of short stories by people who love to tell 
stories. They tell how the Owen County Hunt Country came to be over the past 
quarter of a century. It didn’t just happen. Under the inspired leadership of 
Courtney Ball, MFH, the Hunt Country came together one farm at a time. At 
times, many people owned one farm. At other times, one person owned several 
properties. Today, many people own many farms that are all with a stone’s 
throw of each other and can be hunted together. That so many pieces came 
together at one place, at one time for the love of the hunt is nothing short of 
miraculous. These are the origin stories of the Owen County Hunt Country of the 
Camargo Hunt. Here is how it happened: 

 
 Courtney Ball, MFH, tells how he “got the ‘ball’ rolling.” 
 Phil Myers describes the growth of the fixtures in exquisite detail. 
 Andrew Bowen, MFH, and his wife, Jenna, bought a farm and made Owen 

County their permanent home. 
  Andrew Bozdan, introduced as the new Huntsman of the Camargo Hunt, 

lives in Owen County. 
 Deb Plettner tells of Phantom Ridge, the high point of Owen County. 
 Bryan McNabb explains how to make a farm a self-funding hobby. 
 Caryn and Art Lee bring-to-share the glorious Brown Hall, the pride of 

Camargo Hunt. 
 The inaugural Boxing Day Hunt of 2018 is a tradition renewed. 

 
Your editor and staff, 
Frank Welsh  
Annie Ha, Ursuline Academy Class of 2019 
Dahlia Wang, Ursuline Academy Class of 2020 

A Literary Tour de Force 
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Heath and Courtney Ball hunted with the Woodford Hounds and the 
Long Run Hounds in the 1980s. On occasion, they hunted with the Hillsboro  
Hounds in Nashville, Tennessee. The hunt country was an hour or so south 
of Nashville. Henry Hooker, MFH, had the foresight to encourage members 
to purchase many contiguous properties and build hunt boxes in that part of 
Tennessee to insure enough territory for fox hunting. Courtney recognized 
how desirable it would be to develop a similar hunt country in central 
Kentucky. 

In the late 1980s, Courtney was looking for suitable country when he 
heard of Gerald Von Keppel, a businessman from Chicago who owned 
thousands of acres in Owen County, Kentucky. Courtney established a 
relationship with Agee Hunter, who leased this property, and started riding 
on it. When Von Keppel sold some of the acreage, Agee’s son, Gary, and 
Courtney split 1,000 acres and partnered on a herd of cattle. 

The first winter after he acquired the land, Courtney took turkeys around to all of the neighbors at 
Christmas. While they wouldn’t readily invite him in, they did accept the turkeys. The second winter, he did  
it again. This time, they began to invite him in to get a little better acquainted. After several years, they 
switched to fruit baskets, which Heath and Courtney still deliver to their neighbors. On these visits he 
would tell the neighbors that if they ever wanted to sell, he’d match the market price for their land and they  
wouldn’t have to pay a realtor. Using this method, Courtney secured a “first option” on  thousands of acres 
that he and other Hunt members have purchased. 

In the early 1990s, the Masters of both the Long Run and Woodford Hounds were not interested in  
trailering to a distant hunt country. In order to keep his dream alive, Courtney, along with John Whitty and 
Dr. Frank Lehn, established the “Owen County Hounds.” They built kennels, acquired hounds, found a  
huntsman, and soon obtained certification by the Masters of Foxhounds Association as a recognized Hunt.  
In the early days, Courtney constructed a jig to build coops of uniform height. At one time, he had 75 jumps 
built into the country. The coops allowed the hunters to cross the fence while containing the cattle.  
Camargo hounds still stay overnight in the kennel on Courtland Farm when they hunt in Owen County. 
After two years, the Owen County Hounds lost their huntsman. While searching for a new huntsman, the  
Hunt was approached by the Masters of the Camargo Hunt. Carol Myer, MFH, Dick Ammon, MFH, and Dr.  
John Babcock, MFH, who recognized the need for more hunt fixtures as suburban sprawl nibbled away at 
hunt venues. The Masters worked out a plan whereby Camargo instantly acquired much-needed hunt 
country and promoted Courtney’s dream of establishing a member-owned hunt country with weekend 
hunt boxes. Soon a large parcel of land was available. By a combination of syndication and outright 
purchase by Julie and Phil Myers, the first Camargo purchase was made. Soon the Myers had a hunt box,  
and “Bring to Share” became a weekend event. Around 2008, a second syndicate was formed when another 
1000 acres became available. Buyers were found for 800 of these acres. The syndication held the remaining  
200 acres for several years. 

Through the years, in addition to Camargo members, many friends of the Hunt acquired adjoining 
land which Camargo uses. As of 2018, there are over 15 hunt boxes and about 6,000 acres of hunt country.  
Several members own over 1,000 acres each. Courtney believes in using common sense and treating all as  
he would like to be treated. He has had a whole career accumulating hunt country fixtures. Every parcel 
acquired had a different twist to it with different challenges. Courtney hopes that the Owen County Hunt 
Country will last intact for many years. He is a great believer in recruiting young members. Merged lands 
acquired by the Myers, Lees, Plettners, McNabbs, Bowens, Watters, Farleys, Kerstings, and many others  

have greatly contributed to the success of the venture. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Heath and Courtney Ball’s Tale: Founder, Settler,           Courtney and Heath Ball 

and Organizer 
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  Phil and Julia Myers’s Tale                  June 16, 2018 
 

 
In 1997, Courtney Ball and Camargo Hunt 

Master, Dick Ammon, got together to discuss 
combining the Camargo Hunt and Courtney Ball’s 
Hunt, which had recently separated from the Long 
Run Hounds in Louisville. Courtney had acquired 
around 500 acres, but had hunting rights on 
adjoining acreage which gave his hunt about 1,000 
acres. Paul Smith, a local Owen County farmer, 
approached Courtney about another 850 acres that 
were for sale, with 379 acres abutting Courtney’s 
farm. Part of this 850 acres was a 471-acre tract 
about a mile away which was near the Ball farm, 
but not adjacent. 

Courtney and Dick presented this 
opportunity to several Camargo members, and 
ultimately the Myers opted to buy the separate 471 
acres located on St. Rt. 1883 with three quarters of 
a mile of frontage. They named it Old Poindexter 
Farm after Julie’s maiden name. Julie was a driving 
force to buy the farm for Camargo. Old Poindexter 
was also the name of a Kentucky bourbon, which 
ultimately was purchased by Old Granddad. A 
syndicate of members made up of the Balls, 
Babcocks, Whites, Jacobs, and Tothers bought the 
379 acres, which was the balance of the land which 
was adjoining the Ball farm. Paul Smith, the seller, 
wanted to sell the property under a land contract 
over an eight-year period to spread out his tax 
liability. That was acceptable to the buyers, so 
Camargo members began growing the Hunt 
Country fixtures. 

 Old Poindexter Farm had two old tobacco 
barns and a small white house, all fronting on State 
Route 1883. Both barns were remodeled with 
concrete center aisles and a total of 19 stalls. The 
barn of 11 stalls was named the North Carolina barn, 
since Camargo regularly hosted the Green Creek 
Hunt from Tryon, North Carolina, as hunting guests. 
They always stabled their horses there. After a few 
years, the little white house was totally rebuilt. The 
tenant newlyweds, Carla and John Babcock, named it 
the “Love Shack.” 

The Myers had a joint venture in a cow/calf 
operation with Charlie Wright for many years. 
Charlie and Pat lived just around the corner on State 
Route 2018. When Charlie passed away, his son, 
Glenn, took over the management of the farm until 
2017 when they ended the program. Pat Wright, 
Charlie’s wife, was very familiar with the property 
since a relative at one time lived in the white house, 
and her brother lived next door. 

A year or so later, Linda Parsons, also a 
member of Camargo at that time, purchased another 
182 acres which adjoined Old Poindexter Farm, 
expanding the fixture to 653 acres. A short time later, 
both Linda Parsons and Julie and Phil chose building 
sites and put manufactured homes on their farms. 
These were the first “hunt boxes” for the new fixture. 
In 2004, Linda sold her farm to Deb and Jim Plettner, 
who named it Phantom Ridge Farm.  

Phil on his beloved “Bud” 
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   In 2006, Caryn and Art Lee bought 32 acres on State Route 3103 which backed into Phantom Ridge  
Farm, growing this new fixture to 685 acres. They named their farm Caney Crossing, as it backs onto  
Caney Creek. 

Bobbi and Jim Farley were social members, but Jim, being an avid bird and deer hunter, bought 
another 60 acres contiguous with Phantom Ridge just across Caney Creek, but not quite joining the Lee  
farm. This grew the fixture to 745 acres. 

In 2007, the Myers and the Farleys purchased another 164 acres on State Route 1883 and backed 
up to one side of Old Poindexter Farm. This increased the fixture to 909 acres. 

The Jackie Robinson family owned about 350 acres on State Route 3103. For many years, they 
permitted Camargo to ride and hunt on their property. The paterfamilias of the Robinson family was 
Jackie Robinson, a Princeton graduate and professor at the University of Kentucky. He brought up his four  
kids as musicians and singers. They enjoyed professional careers performing all over the country,  
including Las Vegas, at state fairs, and carnivals. They were away from Owen County most of the year and 
were happy to permit Camargo to fox hunt on their property. 

The Robinsons were a very religious family. They built what is known as Brown Hall as a cathedral 
of music and performed for local community groups that were bussed in for dinner and a show. Their  
music was both religious and patriotic. Most importantly, it was really entertaining. Mr. Robinson also  
designed and built a big dam to form a beautiful five-acre lake which adds to the magic of this fixture. 
Over the years, Caryn and Art Lee have totally redecorated and remodeled Brown Hall and regularly host 
Camargo Hunt functions. Brown Hall makes an especially fine impression on visiting Hunts.  
Thank you, Lees! 

In April 2007, the Robinsons needed some cash to support five families. They offered members of  
Camargo the chance to purchase some of their property. The Myers and the Plettners stepped up and  
bought 146 acres, which adjoined both Old Poindexter Farm and Phantom Ridge Farm. This additional 
146 acres had a small amount of frontage of State Route 3103 and also adjoined the Caney Crossing Farm 

of the Lees. They named this acreage Foxhaven Farm, increasing the fixture to 1055 acres.  
 A Robinson son-in-law named Mike Holder 
turned out to be a third cousin of Phil Myers. 
Mike’s great grandfather and Phil’s grandfather  
were brothers. Phil and Mike had never met 
before the original meeting with the Robinsons, 
when it was discovered that Mike’s grandmother  
was a Myers from Salisbury, North Carolina, 
where Phil’s dad grew up. 

Danny Kerr, Camargo’s longtime 
huntsman, and his wife, Trena, found another 
property adjoining Foxhaven with 95 acres and a 
home and a barn. They proceeded to build a log 
cabin home farther back on the property. The 
total acreage now became 1150. 

In 2011, the Robinson family disbanded 
their family musical caravan and sold their 
remaining Owen County acreage. After much 
discussion, the Lees and the Farleys divided these 
acres. The Lees took Brown Hall, and the Farleys 
took the remaining acres. They both share 
frontage of the beautiful lake, which abutted the 
Myers and Plettners’ farm. Phil and Bud 
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The Farleys’ parcel included 
Jackie Robinson’s house, which they 
totally remodeled. They clear cut much 
of the land behind it to have a view of the 
lake and named this property Lakeview. 
One piece of this purchase from the 
Robinsons was across State Route 3103, 
where the Lees have a cow/calf 
operation with their neighbor Charles 
Mason. 

Other purchases in the area were 
the 120 acres purchased by Kelsey and 
Bryan McNabb. It is located on State 
Route 1883 just across the road from 
Phantom Ridge. 

Paula Watters continued to add to 
the total acreage by purchasing 175 
acres on State Route 1883, directly 
across from Old Poindexter Farm. Paula 
built a beautiful new home and a six-stall 
barn. 

Longtime friends of the Bowens, 
Carol and Tom Barefield, also became 
land owners on State Route 3103 by 
purchasing 170 acres for deer and bird 
hunting, but also available for Camargo 
to hunt. The Barefields have also made 
additional purchases. 

Margaret and Jim White soon purchased 60 
acres near the Barefields and have built their hunt box. 

The Balls currently own Courtland Farm, 1300 
acres which they have acquired over more than 20 
years. It was the beginning of the first hunting fixture 
for Camargo. Directly adjoining them is Pat Pearce, an 
honorary member of Camargo and the former 
Huntswoman at Metamora Hunt in the Detroit area. 
 Dianne and Jerry Kersting bought acreage on 
State Route 330 connecting Ball property and the 
Pearce property. 
 Jenna and Andrew Bowen have been purchasers 
of land for several years and they own or control over 
1500 acres. 

What we’re After 
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Andrew Bowen, MFH: Chairman, Camargo Hunt          Andrew and Jenna Bowen 

  Andrew Bowen started riding as a six year old. 
He grew up in Dinwiddie County, Virginia. Many 
families had kennels for fox hounds, and the 
competition among the farms was intense.  From 
childhood in Virginia through college, travel, and a 
career in banking, equestrian pursuits have continued 
to be a priority for the Camargo Hunt’s energetic new 
Board Chairman. 

Andrew was graduated from the Virginia 
Military Institute in 1999 with concentrations in 
history, business, and Spanish.  He polished his 
Spanish skills with a stint at the Universidad de 
Salamanca before accepting a job with Sun Trust Bank 
in Arlington, Virginia.  Andrew served as project 
manager to design, build, and install seventy-five 
branch banks in grocery stores in greater Washington, 
D.C., including Anacostia, a traditionally underserved 
area.  The Sun Trust branch was the first bank to open 
in Anacostia in 100 years, and customers showed their 
appreciation by bringing lunch for the bank staff 
nearly every day.  Andrew said it is a misconception 
that there is no wealth in an underserved area, noting 
that the new branch acquired $45 million in deposits 
in the first nine months.  The critical importance of 
serving people, not pushing products, was the singular 
lesson Andrew learned in that role. 

Morley Thompson awards the Thompson Trophy to 
Jenna Bowen, and Andrew Bowen, MFH 

Although Andrew enjoyed working at Sun Trust, his parents had relocated from Virginia to Ohio in 
1997 and wanted their son to join them in Cincinnati.  Andrew soon signed on as Assistant Vice President in 
retail banking with Fifth Third Bank.  Andrew was put in charge of a failing branch bank located in a grocery 
store in Woodlawn. Within a year, he turned it around, and the branch was in the top 10% of its peer group.  
His talent did not go unnoticed, and in a few years Andrew was recruited by National City Bank to work in 
National City’s private banking group.  He fell in love with that business. “Families with assets are easier to 
deal with,” Andrew explained, “and more proficient in managing their affairs.”  

PNC Bank’s acquisition of National City Bank created a disruption in banking circles, and Andrew left 
PNC in 2012 to become a Senior Vice President with Key Bank’s Private Bank.  At Key Private Bank, Andrew 
partnered with Michael Schneider, a long-time colleague, to create a single point of contact for clients to 
access all the resources the bank has to offer.  Andrew emphasized the importance of developing a close 
working relationship with clients.  In one case, Andrew recognized that a telephone call from a purported 
client requesting a $1.5 million wire transfer was out of character and put a stop to the scam before any 
funds were disbursed.  Having a banker who knows you is a critical adjunct to cyber security!  

Andrew’s career in Cincinnati was nearly cut short in the mid-2000’s when he decided to accept a job 
in Richmond, Virginia.  He had already sold his house in Cincinnati in preparation for the move when he met 
a beautiful and talented interior designer named Jennifer Gifford Morey on a blind date.  Not about to let a 
golden opportunity slip by, Andrew promptly bought another house in Cincinnati and set about courting 
Jenna.  The two were married less than a year later.   Like Andrew, Jenna had her own coterie of illustrious 
clients, having accepted the challenge of decorating a client’s palatial new home in Indian Hill follow ing a 
chance encounter with them at House of France in Montgomery.   

Andrew and Jenna shared a love of riding and joined the Camargo Hunt shortly after their marriage. 
They soon acquired 1,000 acres in Owen County, Kentucky, where they had boarded their ho rses.   Andrew 
credits Courtney Ball for his foresight in assembling and selling multiple tracts of land in Owen County to 
provide fixtures for the Hunt, including Old Poindexter and Brown Hall, Courtland Farm, and the Bowens’ 



 

 

Page 8 of 21 Hark Together 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

Andrew and Jenna share a love of riding and joined the Camargo Hunt shortly after their marriage. 
They soon acquired 1,000 acres in Owen County, Kentucky, where they had boarded their horses.   Andrew 
credits Courtney Ball for his foresight in assembling multiple tracts of land in Owen County to provide 
fixtures for the Hunt, including Old Poindexter, Brown Hall, and the Bowens’ Skimino Farm.  Several years 
after acquiring the acreage, Andrew and Jenna purchased their house and its five-acre lot out of foreclosure 
and made it their primary residence.  

Jenna’s vision was to create a space where the couple could entertain a crowd and which would also 
be comfortable for them on a daily basis.  The expansive courtyard and well-appointed and spacious interior 
met that goal in spades.   Jenna took inspiration from Dr. Philip Barraud’s house in Colonial Williamsburg to 
design the exterior.  Both Jenna and Andrew had lived in white farmhouses as children, she in Ohio and he in 
Virginia.  Their handsome white home in Owen County reflects both rural simplicity and the modillion 
cornices characteristic of colonial architecture.  Andrew handcrafted a huge table for the ir home, which has 
become a favorite party venue for the Hunt.   Jenna’s ability to produce a lavish spread of food and drink 
accompanied by rollicking country music is legendary. 

In fact, Andrew credits Jenna’s success in using her talents to revitalize the Hunt Ball for propelling 
him into leadership of the Hunt.  The Hunt Ball was traditionally held at the Camargo Club and barely broke 
even.  Instead of multiple fund-raisers throughout the year, Jenna proposed focusing on the Hunt Ball to 
attract new members and bring in a significant amount of cash.  Under Jenna’s leadership, the 2 013 Hunt 
Ball was held at Pinecroft, the former Powell Crosley estate, and featured horses and hounds racing across 
the green before dinner under a candle-lit tent.  The silent auction, a live auction, and other attractions 
raised over $50,000 for the Hunt – a milestone!  

John Babcock, MFH, lauds Andrew and Jenna’s financial and philosophical commitment to the Hunt, 
having purchased property and making their home in Owen County.  Babcock observed that Andrew’s 
formidable talents as a businessman and administrator have already been put to the test, and he has 
handled extremely difficult situations with aplomb.  “Hunt members can be grateful for Andrew’s 
leadership,” Babcock said.  

Andrew identifies himself as a common sense problem solver and, as Board Chairman, plans to bring 
out the talents of each board member.  He has engaged a consultant to guide the Board in developing a 
mission statement and a long-range strategic plan to ensure the Hunt’s continued viability.  Observing that 
the demographic make-up of Hunt leadership “is a challenge,” Andrew stressed the importance of attracting 
new members and developing upcoming leaders.  Andrew has introduced a “Master’s Meeting” before each 
Board meeting to facilitate communication and decision making.  He envisions the Board’s taking a more 
active role in assuring the quality of the Camargo Hunt “product.”  Good hounds are the essence of the sport, 
and a breeding program to develop desirable traits is in the works.  Similarly, adjusting the start times of the 
hunt to better match the fox’s diurnal rhythms is being considered.  Hunt members will also be encouraged 
to acquire acreage in Owen County to improve the connections and to enhance the number of fixtures 
available.  Now, “the hounds have to stop at the creek,” Andrew said, “and we need to let them run!”  

With a few tweaks, Andrew sees a bright future for the Camargo Hunt.  Fox hunting is a tradition 
laden sport, and he believes it’s important to understand what happened in the past and apply those lessons 
to the future.  “Once the product is where we need it to be,” Andrew explained, “then we can start selling the 
Camargo Hunt.”  

 

new members and developing upcoming leaders. Andrew 
introduced a “Master’s Meeting” before each Board  meeting to 
facilitate communication and decision making.  He envisions the 
Board’s taking a more active role in assuring the quality of the 
Camargo Hunt product. Good hounds are the essence of the sport, 
and a breeding program to develop their most desirable traits is in 
the works.  Similarily, adjusting the start times of the hunt to 
better match the fox’s diurnal rhythms is being considered.  Hunt 
members will also be encouraged to continue acquiring acreage in 
Owen County to improve connections and to enhance the number 
of fixtures available.  Now, “The hounds have to stop at the creek,” 
Andrew said, “and we need to let them run!”  

With a few tweaks, Andrew sees a bright future for the 
Camargo Hunt.  Fox hunting is a tradition-laden sport, and he 
believes it’s important to understand what happened in the past 
and apply those lessons to the future.  “Once the product is where 
we need it to be,” Andrew explained, “then we can start selling the 
Camargo Hunt.”  

 
Jenna and Andrew in their best bib and tucker 
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Christmas in Owen County: Our New Huntsman Arrives  
Saturday and Sunday, December 15-16, 2018 

 

Although the iffy weather postponed the quail hunt 
planned for Friday and nixed the fox hunt Saturday 
morning, by Sunday the creek levels were down and we 
hunted with our new huntsman for the first time. Andrew 
Bozdan, and his wife, Erin, showed us fine sport. Andy’s 
new style was memorable. Bryan McNabb reports, “He 
ran a much tighter pack and kept the whips much closer 
in. He held them in a perfect (isosceles) triangle.” And set 
a torrid pace according to others. In fact, the second and 
third fields fell rapidly behind and were left in the dust, 
never to see the first field again. The hunt cast from 
Courtland Farm but covered almost every contiguous 
fixture on the west side of County Highway 1883. It was a 
romp!  

Andrew Antoni Bozdan hails from England, but the 
nefarious ban on fox hunting sent him off to Australia. He 
hunted the Barwon Hounds in Victoria State for a number 
of years. America beckoned, and he landed a position as 
huntsman for the Tennessee Valley Hunt, where he met 
his wife, Erin. They found their way to Northern Virginia 
and whipped in for the Blue Ridge Hunt before being 
persuaded to lead Camargo this weekend.  Welcome Andy 
and Erin! 

Also pressed into service this weekend was 
lifelong hunter and longtime member David Cawdrey, out 
for his first hunt of the year. When Morley's horse, Hank, 
threw a shoe, Courtney recruited David to step in as whip. 
His impression: "We've got to up our game!  We've got to 
get into shape!  Both horse and rider!!" 

His most excellent advice:  "Take your feet out of 
the stirrups when crossing high water.  If you take a dip, 
your chances of coming up without getting a leg pinned 
under the horse are much better."  Good idea. David heard 
of this at the A Bar A Ranch in Wyoming where the trails 
cross the North Platte River. David now doffs his stirrups 
when crossing deep and muddy waters as a matter of 
habit. 

The night before, Hunt regulars gathered at the 
Bowens’ for dinner. Caryn and Art Lee led a charming gift 
exchange. Everyone got what they wanted, if only for a 
moment. The gifts were passed round and round, claimed 
and reclaimed by admiring eyes, time after time. All 
present dressed in their holiday finery. And of course, 
Jenna Bowen’s home, as always, was beautifully decked 
out for the holidays. A fine and festive time was had by all. 

 

Andrew Bozdan 

Pooch Le Reynard Rouge 



 

 

Page 10 of 21 Hark Together 

 
 

 
 

  
 

Caryn conducts the gift 

exchange 

Carol and Natalie seemed pleased 

with their haul 

Julie schlepping away with her pick  Heath hosting the BTS Le Reynard Rouge 

Rosemary and Alan admire the 

collapsible basket 

Connie The McNabbs and John Lee and Cora 

Gift Exchange at the Bowen’s 
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John Whitty holding court Rosemary modeling the apron 

Art and Caryn host the Christmas 
“Bring to Exchange” 

The bassetters – Ron and Lee Ausman 

You mean I have to pick  

another? 

Erin and Andrew, our new 

huntsman 

Judith seems pleased with her 
exchange gift 

Judith and Annette Dale and Julie 

Christmas in Owen County 2019 
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  Deb and Jim Plettner’s Tale                  Deb and Jim Plettner 

 The Plettners bought their spread on 
December 27, 2004. When Phil Myers and Jim 
Plettner rode up a ridge on a hunt, the name 
Phantom Ridge Farm came to mind. The farm 
was purchased from Linda Parsons, who 
offered it for sale at a reasonable price as long 
as Jim would include his shotgun. It was a done 
deal. Phil Myers and Jim Plettner purchased 
adjacent property, Fox Haven. About 150 acres 
were acquired independently. At Phantom 
Ridge Farm, Linda Parsons had built the house, 
and the tobacco barn was soon rerolled as a 
horse barn. The Plettners added splendid four-
board fences throughout the property along 
with easy to open and close gates. They built a 
run-in shed to shelter their horses from 
inclement weather and now run the farm as a 
retirement home for horses, who are buried on 
the property when they pass. The Plettners 
tried sheep farming with four lambs that were 
cute, but difficult to maintain. When it came 
time for shearing them, the sheep had to be 
shipped off elsewhere, which became 
cumbersome. The first set of lambs was lost to 
wild dogs. A curious feature is a fire station 
immediately across the road from the entry to 
Phantom Ridge Farm. The fire station has  

 
Deb and Jim, together 

served as the Corinth, Kentucky, Fire 
Department, a pizza store, a car repair shop, 
an Airbnb, and, it is suspected, a drug trading 
post. None of these enterprises has persisted, 
although the drug trade did take its toll. 
Wayne’s nephew, Victor, overdosed. There 
have been a few break-ins at the property. A 
demented old lady wandered away from her 
home and moved into the house, rearranging 
furniture and throwing out some of Jim’s 
dearest possessions. Other things were put 
away upstairs during her several day stay. 
Eventually, her daughter found her and took 
her home. On another occasion, a hunting 
bow and some liquor were taken, but 
otherwise life has been fairly uneventful on 
the tranquil Phantom Ridge. 
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  Bryan and Kelsey McNabb’s Tale: Tobacco,                 Bryan and Kelsey McNabb 

Hay, and Hops 

 

 
Bryan and Kelsey McNabb acquired his 120 acres 

along with three tobacco barns and a house in 2010. He 
bought the farm from Ron Hudson, who was happy to 
receive the money and pass on the farm. The farm has quite 
a history in that part of it had been given to emancipated 
slaves following the Civil War. This family’s surname was 
Vinegar, and the now 13 descendants have hung on to the 
property. One of them lives in Indian Hill, Ohio. Land grant 
colleges are long a part of our history. Dr. McNabb points 
out that the Owen County historian conducts a history tour 
of Owen County every other year. There’s much to be 
learned. Under a pin oak on the hillside opposite McNabb’s 
barn, there is a slave graveyard. Members of the Vinegar 
family are buried there, including, a World War I veteran.  

As far as funding the site, Bryan poured love and 
money into renovating the original house. But one morning 
he got a call from Carla telling him that his house had 
burned down. So, he moved across the swale to his tobacco 
barn. He attached a dormitory and a porch to the front; the 

family stays there now when they are in Owen County.  

Initially, before the buyout, tobacco was grown on 
the farm. For four years, Bryan grew tobacco to fill contract 
specifications. He laid on application after application of 
fungicides, insecticides, and herbicides. He coddled the 
leaves, properly stripping and curing them. He filled all the 
tobacco barns on his place. When it came time to sell his 
tobacco, he trucked it in to the Phillip-Morris buyer. The 
buyer inspected it for quality and told Bryan that it didn’t 
meet their announced specifications, so there was no sale 
at 85 cents a pound. Undaunted, Bryan next took his crop 
to the open auction house where Phillip-Morris bought it 
for only 15 cents per pound. That “cured” Bryan of growing 
tobacco, and he went on to other things. He now 
successfully sells hay from his hay fields and is in the 
second year with hops. The hopyard is located behind his 
principal tobacco barn and is doing just fine. The hops 
grow up coconut husk ropes to cables across the top of 
telephone poles. At harvest time, the coconut husk ropes 
are cut and plants drop down to the ground. Their roots 
are detached, and the plants are run through a hops 
harvester in order to prepare them for sale. His crop has 
been bought by both Mad Tree Brewing and Cincinnati 
Organic Brewery. Bryan is enjoying renewed success in 
funding his farm. 
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 Art and Caryn Lee were among the first wave of Hunt 

members to purchase property in Owen County.  They chose 
a farm close to Jim and Deb Plettner’s Phantom Ridge, which 
simply required crossing Caney Creek to get there – thus the 
name “Caney Crossing.”  The farm was also next to Brown 
Hall, a performance venue owned by the Robinson 
family.  The Robinsons were a close-knit family who 
envisioned a music-based destination for tri-state area 
families to come and enjoy their farm, food and music at 
Brown Hall.  But after a few years, the Robinsons fell into 
money problems and started selling off the farm piecemeal.   

Brown Hall and the land across the street were among 
the last to go, and the Lees bought both, totaling about 140 
acres.  Initially, the Lees offered Brown Hall and some acreage 
to the Camargo Hunt for a club house, but that plan did not work out.  Now, Caryn explains, “We are glad it 
is our fun Hall for our family to enjoy when they are in Owen County. Also, many hunts seem to enjoy 
hanging out here, too!” 

Caryn and Art decorated Brown Hall together.  Caryn recalls that the two “had fun discussing how 
we wanted to decorate Brown Hall during our truck rides there and back.”   The Lees raided the Hunt & 
Hack and eBay to assemble furnishings for Brown Hall.  They also collected many items from Camargo 
Hunt members.  “Look for name plates on the end of the hanging saddles,” Caryn advises, “and you will see 
the names of many notable past members.”  Besides saddles, Brown Hall is decked out with helmets, riding 
whips, framed pictures, and even a frozen coyote from Indian Hill.  In addition, Brown Hall is a temporary 
home for Camargo Hunt memorabilia items such as vintage books, trophies, and a very special Flying Pig 
that are on loan.  “We are the stewards of these treasures for now,” Caryn said.  “Brown Hall has become a 
great place to peruse personal and vintage items illustrating the history of the Camargo Hunt." 

The Lees have never offered Brown Hall to outside groups. The closest they came was hosting a 
party for Owen County farm owners which included Hunt members and farm owners who allow the Hunt 
to ride on their land.  The band got the party going in a hurry, and “there was a lot of fun to be had!” Caryn 
exclaimed. 

Besides hosting hunts, trail rides, and junior field hunter qualifying events, the Lees also manage an 
active farming operation at Caney Creek.  They have a beautiful Angus herd of two bulls and 25 cow-calf 

pairs as well as six adorable mini donkeys.  Art raises a flock of 
quail every year that can be purchased to start a covey on your 
property or to enjoy for dinner!  A rabbit hutch stands just down 
the hill from Brown Hall, it is occasionally filled with rabbits.  To 
add to the menagerie, an Angus heifer named Key lives in the 
barn next to the Lees’ house.  Key was a twin, and her mother 
thought that feeding one calf was enough.  So, the Lees’ farm 
manager took her in and hand fed her, “Key is very sweet,” Caryn 
said, “and you can pet her!”      

Caryn and Art have fulfilled the dream of making Brown 
Hall a destination, this time a destination for fox hunters from 
Ohio, Michigan, Illinois, North Carolina, and Georgia.  Thank you, 
Caryn and Art! 

Art and Caryn Lee’s Tale          Caryn and Art Lee 

 

Brown Hall 

Our pride and joy 
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  Carla Babcock 
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Boxing Day Hunt Wednesday, December 26, 2018 

 

 

 Phil Myers’s Tale Phil Myers 

June 16, 2018 

The First Annual Boxing Day Hunt cast from Galbraith Field at 10:00 a.m., Wednesday, December 
26, 2018. One of the “High Holy Days” of fox hunting, the custom was reintroduced by our new English 
huntsman, Andrew Bozdan, the Masters and Madame Secretary, Carla Babcock. 

The clear crisp day was perfect for hunting. The temperature started out at 23°F and rose to almost 
50°F during the sunny day. The frost on the grass added sparkle to the scene. Every gentleman was in his 
pinks. The ladies were beautifully turned out. Junior Dot Daus asked, “What does Boxing Day mean?” It is 
the English custom of boxing up gifts from the master of an English country stately home to give to his staff 
(along with a day off after the Christmas rush of activities). Boxing Day traditionally features a fox hunt 
where riders wear their finest formal (kit) . The gentlemen’s bright red hunt coats add to the Christmas 
color of the season. 

Christy Elfers started the morning with a lavish stirrup cup, and Charlie Johnson, Sr., built a fire. The 
Johnsons’ aunt, uncle, and cousins came all the way from Atlanta for the occasion. Uncle Curt said, “We 
have long heard about the Hunt, and here we are to see it off!” Huntsman Andy Bozdan, on his second hunt 
since arriving, set a torrid pace. Bryan McNabb observed, “It was all trot and canter today!” 

The Hunt started out hacking up the bicycle trail to Camp Dennison, then up into Indian Hill. Natalie 
Nesbitt, MFH, cried “Tally ho!” as a coyote ran by the third field. Natalie rightly claims great satisfaction 
that the third field “views” more often than anyone else. Other luminaries riding were Masters John 
Babcock, MFH, who brought holiday greetings, Morley Thompson, MFH, and Hunt Chairman Andrew 
Bowen. Even in the middle of the winter, it was a bluebird day. 
 

 

Argh, not everyone is so enthused L to R- Charlie Johnson Sr, Katie 
Baumberger, Kurt Baumberger, 
Charlie Jr., Griffin Baumberger, 

me, Mirabelle (the white one!) 

Morley hosting 

Hark  together Off to Camp Dennison 
Photo Credit  ______ Thomas 
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Penny helping Andrew get underway 

Andrew Bozdan, the huntsman, up The cast 

Becky as whip 

Clara whipping in Janice Snelling Making sure 

Boxing Day Wednesday, December 26, 2018 Galbraith Field 
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Morley on Hank 
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They’re off! Bryan 

Dot and crew 

Erin 

Charlie Johnson Sr. took out the chill Christie presides over the Stirrup Cup Running hot and cold today 

Boxing Day Wednesday, December 26, 2018 
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Charlie Johnson, Jr. 
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Becky and _____ 

Dot and Masie 

Johnsons’ Uncle Curt and cousins 

Ms. Estin 

Last tack check  

Penny 

Boxing Day Wednesday, December 26, 2018 
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Membership 

Renewal  

2019-2020 

The Camargo 
Hunt is currently 

accepting 
applications for 
new members. 

Social and various 
levels of riding 

memberships are 
available. 

 
Contact:  

Hunt Secretary,  
Carla Babcock, at 
(513) 207-2778 

or 
Carla.Babcock09
@gmail.com or 

the Hunt’s website. 
 

 

 

 

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.camargohunt.org The Red Fox Moon 
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Total Lunar Eclipse 
January 20. 2019 

mailto:Carla.Babcock09@gmail.com
mailto:Carla.Babcock09@gmail.com

