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Summer Livin’ is easy:  Rocky Fork  Headley Hunt visits Wattership Down for a trail ride 

The Puppy Auction 2018 It must be St. Patrick ’s Day! 
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Letter to the Reader 

 
 

Lord Grantham’s “Pinks” at Downton Abbey,  

The Exhibition in NYC 2018  

Meeting Fauntleroy 

Dear Reader, 

 It’s been an astonishingly busy summer with an almost undiminished number of activities 
compared with the Hunt season. The big events included trail rides on May 26 and June 30, a jump derby 
and pace on July 7 and 8, walking in Fourth of July parade, a Hunt clinic and pace on August 25 and 26, 
not to mention several mini horse shows at Trina Kerr’s Find-A-Way Farm.  

 There’s been change of administration in the Hunt governance since Phil and Julie Myers retired. 
We thank them profusely for their many years of service. The new officers include President, Andrew 
Bowen, Secretary, Carla Babcock, Treasurer, Dale Mattingly, and Web Master, Deb Plettner, who is also 
pitching in to help with the Treasurer’s duties. 

 When your editors discovered that they had 34 pages of material for this issue, it became 
apparent that our news would be better presented partly in print with more online at Deb Plettner’s 
newly renovated website. She has generously placed the Hunt news just to the right of the headline on 
the homepage. From there you can sign in to see additional photos and even stories that were not 
included in the print version of the Hunt news. Photographic technology and the reproduction of pictures 
have become so good that it is hard not to include every picture taken and every story told. Be sure to 
look to the website and the Hunt news for not only additional photos of our many activities, such as the 
Hunt Ball 2018, but also video clips of the musical entertainment that we enjoyed at trail ride lunches!  

 

Your editor and staff, 

Frank Welsh  

Annie Ha, Ursuline Academy Class of 2019 
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Junior Hunt St. Patrick’s Day March 18, 2018 

 

Juniors on the trail Morley Thompson and John Babcock reign 

Bex and Kara Bryan McNabb on alert 

Danny and hounds Walk ing reverse 
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It was Oscar night at the 
Camargo Hunt's 2018 Annual 
Business Meeting. 

The meeting was convened 
at 6:00 sharp by President Phil 
Myers at the University Club on 
Wednesday, April 4, 2018. 
Reorientation of the room 
clockwise by ninety degrees 
greatly added to the comfort and 
photo-friendliness of the 
occasion. Everyone performed 
their roles magnificently. Each 
Master gave their perspective on 
how the year went. John Babcock, 
MFH, the senior-most Master, 
gave a strategic overview of the 
success of the Hunt during the 
year, introduced new and re-
instated members, and 
 

  

Annual Dinner Meeting at the University Club April 4, 2018 

 

instated members, and thanked the enormous number of helping hands that make the Hunt go. He listed 
that would make fox hunting an even more compelling and memorable pursuit. Courtney Ball, MFH, 
described improvements in and enlargement of the Owen County hunt country properties in Kentucky, 
owned both by hunt members and by friends of the Hunt. Morley Thompson, MFH, spoke, and Natalie 
Nesbitt, MFH, lamented the cancellation ratio: even though 40 hunts were held, there were 33 scratches 
due to the weather.  

By far the most anticipated event of the evening was the awards ceremony. Fairly Hunted awards 
went to Dot Daus and Charlie Johnson, Jr., as young riders who hunted at least five times during the 
season. Five young riders received scholarships from the proceeds of sales at the Hunt and Hack Shop in 
the Babcocks’ basement. They were Pony Clubbers Brady DeLaney, Beth Ann Dell, Elaina Grayson, Emma 
Sauer, and Abbie Storandt. The winning essays submitted by these young riders and writers appear in 
this issue. 

The awarding of colors separately to the ladies and the men added to the fun and 
suspense.  Christie Elfers and Emily Lawson went first. The Charlie Johnsons, Senior and Junior, went 
next to make it a family affair. Melinda Thomas-Lybarger was crowned "Best Turned Out.” The 
Thompson Trophy, awarded by Morley Thompson, MFH, in honor of his mother, long a pillar of the Hunt, 
went to a couple, Andrew and Jenna Bowen, for their magnanimous contributions of Hunt acreage and 
the frequent use of their beautiful home in Owen County. Morley also took the occasion to read the entire 
list of recipients of the Thompson Trophy in recent years, many of whom were present at the 
meeting. When you help the Hunt, you are much celebrated!   

President Phil Myers concluded the meeting by announcing that he and his wife Julie, the 
Treasurer for 20 years, were retiring from Hunt governance due to travel, but that they would continue 
as active participants in Hunt activities. The assembly then recessed to their libations and ascended to a 
tumultuous dinner upstairs at the University Club. Carla Babcock made all the arrangements for the 
dinner, which featured a scrolling photo review of recent hunts on an annunciator panel in the dining 
room. A terrific, high energy time was had by all.  The Camargo Hunt hails from Cincinnati, Ohio, and 
enjoys hunting fixtures in Ohio and Kentucky. 
 
 

Courtney Ball, MFH; John Babcock, MFH; Phil Myers; Natalie Nesbitt, MFH; 

Morley Thompson, MFH 
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Fairly Hunted Awards to Dot Daus and Charlie Johnson, Jr.  

Dr. Babcock, MFH, reports 

for the good of the order 

Morley Thompson, 

MFH, lists winners 

Natalie Nesbitt, MFH, reports 
40 hunts and 33 cancellations 

Courtney Ball, MFH, describes 

improvements in Kentucky fixtures 

Awarded their colors! John Babcock, MFH, with 

Charlie Johnson, Sr., and Charlie Johnson, Jr. 
Melinda Thomas chosen as 
Best Turned out this year 

with John Babcock  

Elizabeth Johnson 
promotes the Hunt Ball 

The Thompson Trophy 
goes to the Bowens! 

2018 Awards     

 

Christie Elfers and Emily 
Lawson get their colors 
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Hunt and Hack Scholarships 2018 

 Brady first saw our hounds at the Hunter Trials and has been very enthusiastic about 

hunting ever since. He has hunted three times, riding Jennifer Kahmann’s Irish, and wants 

to join. His mom asked him if he wanted to participate in horse shows this summer. He 

said, "What's the Hunt do in the summer?" 

 

Brady DeLaney 

 

Dear Camargo Hunt,  

 

I’m so honored to be considered for a scholarship membership. Ever since my first Junior 

Hunt, I've loved foxhunting. It takes one of my favorite aspects of eventing, cross country, 

and adds a community of wonderful people working together and enjoying a great sport. I 

loved the thrill of galloping through the woods and yelling “Tally Ho!” when the fox or 

coyote was spotted, but also the quiet moments while we listened for the fox and hounds. 

I’d heard stories from my mom and grandparents about their days of foxhunting, but 

didn’t get the chance to experience it until I was invited to Camargo’s Junior Hunt last 

year. I have never met a group so inviting and welcoming as Camargo and have enjoyed 

each and every hunt I’ve been to so far. I hope that next season I’ll have the chance to live 

my own great foxhunting stories! 

 

Sincerely,  

Beth Ann Dell 

 

Dear Camargo Hunt Club, 

Earlier this year, I went on a hunt for the first time. It was a great experience and my 

horse enjoyed it, too. I loved everything about it and I would love to do it again. I would 

like to be considered for the Hunt scholarship so that I could have more opportunities to 

go hunting and to learn more about it.  

 

Sincerely, 

Elaina Grayson 
 

(Continued on Page 7) 
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  Dear Camargo Hunt,  

Thank you for considering me for the Hunt and Hack scholarship! My name is Emma Sauer. I 

am 17 years old and am a C1 in Miami Valley Pony Club. I’ve always enjoyed joining 

Camargo on hunts as a guest. My horse, Ginger, and I have such a fun time hunting with 

Camargo. I especially enjoy being with my friends from pony club and with friends I’ve 

made being a part of the Hunt. I recently attended the junior hunt on March 18th. I had such 

a fun time leading the first field with Dr. Babcock and am so grateful for the opportunity. It 

was very exciting when a coyote ran four feet from Ginger and me! I was thrilled to yell 

“Tally ho!” After the hunt our trailer and truck got stuck in the mud, and two members of the 

hunt helped to pull us out even though that meant being late to lunch. I’m at a loss for words 

regarding the good nature and kindness of every member. Everyone seems so willing to 

help one another. Aside from the community surrounding the Hunt, the sport itself is 

thrilling. I would much rather spend an early morning hunting than doing anything else. 

Hunting feels like a big adventure, and there is no better feeling then returning from a hunt 

with lots of stories to tell! In the early Fall on a hunt, I was stung by bees. I returned from 

the hunt not feeling upset that I had countless bee stings, but laughing and looking forward 

to telling my mom about it all. Fox hunting is such a special experience and I am so lucky to 

be able to take part in such a traditional and exciting sport. I look forward to continuing to 

hunt throughout college and into my adult life. Thank you for your consideration and 

commitment to the hunt!   

 

Sincerely,  

Emma Sauer 

 

This is why I want the fox hunting membership:  

 

I have enjoyed the time I have spent out fox hunting for several reasons. First is the 

experience. It has overall made me a better rider – I love being out in the beautiful scenery 

and being around all the horses. I like meeting all the new people who have taught me so 

much when talking to me. I come back because I get so excited to jump all of the jumps (no 

matter how many times they’re far from perfect) and love cantering across the huge fields. 

The horse I ride, Amigo, loves being out hunting, and that has also given me a very positive 

experience. I love riding up the hills going super-fast and sailing over the jumps, maybe 

even too high! 

 

Abbie Storandt 
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Hunt Ball at Hyde Park Country Club April 14, 2018 

 
The Hunt Ball of 2018 was a glorious event, brilliantly curated by Elizabeth Johnson and amiably 

supported by her committee, including Deb Plettner, Dale Mattingly, Carla Babcock, Christine Elfers, 
Jennifer Fruitkin, Caryn Lee, Paula and Tori Watters, Carol O’Reilly, Bryan McNabb, and Phil Myers. 

 This year’s ball was a celebration of the 90th anniversary of the recognition of the Camargo Hunt 
by the Masters of Foxhounds Association. Spirits were already high by the time the Hunt members and 
guests gathered for the Ball, because the Silent Auction had been running online for a couple of weeks. 
The Silent Auction was managed by Otego and everyone could know what was being offered. In fact, 
online bidding was possible arriving at the Ball. When the magic hour struck, everyone arrived 
resplendent in their black or white attire. Some ladies rented for the occasion (we won’t tell who). The 
gentlemen looked downright spiffy in their black ties or scarlets (see photos). A tasty dinner ably 
prepared by the Hyde Park Country Club staff warmed us mightily for the live auction. Mike Thesker, 
painter-as-performing artist, whipped up enthusiasm with a horse and rider painting again this year.  

 The live auction featured a number of tony trips, i.e., to Provence and vacation venues, quail 
hunting, and more. The highlight of the evening was the naming rights for five puppies not more than 
five months in age. These puppies were still small and cute and were quite an armful for Dot Daus, Anna 
Johnson, and Janice Snelling, who brought them in. Danny Kerr, our huntsman, presented each of the 
puppies, with the help of Maxwell and Matt Round who kept the bidding going. Morley Thompson, MFH, 
was especially helpful in starting the bidding and whipping up the competition.  

There were three “F” puppies and two “I” puppies, as is the custom for the naming of puppies. The 
first letter of their new names must match the first letter of their mother’s name. Hounds typically carry 
only one name. There were two boy puppies and three girl puppies. Bidding was furious. In the end, a 
consortium of Hunt ladies named their female pup, Ike. Art Lee named his male hound pup Fargo 
because he was all white. The Bowens named their puppy Ida, the Johnsons’ puppy was named Fiona, 
and your editor named a colorful crossbred hound Fauntleroy, a mouthful for the Hunt staff to keep track 
of. He’ll likely be called ‘Roy for short. 

 

The puppies are coming 

 The band, Johnny 
Clueless, was superb as 
always. The dance floor filled 
with the first tune and 
remained crowded to the max 
for the rest of the evening. Ball 
sponsors included the 
Nesbitts, the Otts, the 
Babcocks, the Daviss, the 
Johnsons, the Welshes, the 
Thompsons, the Heekins, the 
Plettners, and the O’Reillys. 

 The emcee and 
auctioneer, weatherman Steve 
Raleigh, was ably assisted by 
Danny Kerr. Elizabeth 
Johnson, the 2018 Hunt Ball 
Chair, did a masterful job of 
staging the event. 
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Danny Kerr presents another hound pup 

Hunt Ball auction favorites 

Name the puppies 

Feast on lobster 

Carla’s Creations 
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Jenna finds her place card 

Paula Watters and Harriet Pansing 

Liz exults in finding her card 

Kelsey McNabb and sister Carol O’Reilly  

Martha Hollister Allie Plettner 

Keith Wood and Becky Bolce 
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Charlie, Sr. with Charlie, Jr. Stephanie Phillips, Loraine Teets, Valerie Alloy, RFHH Kerry and Dot 

Ed and Carol Hake 

Marty, Pam, and Vick ie Annette and Terry Adams 
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Courtney Scores Lucky McNabb 

Maxwell Watters and girlfriend 

Jodie Sebastian and student Anna Johnson 

Scott and Katherine, LRWH 

Pam Middendorf and Bill Judd Chair Elizabeth and Deb worked all 

evening while we played 

Bobbi, much improved 

 

Patrick  and Stephanie Graves 
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Gary and Barb 

Dale and Phil Anthony and Julie 

David and Christie Jim and Carol 

Jennifer and Tom Daulton 

Todd, Hamilton, and Catherine Drost Trish Hammer and John Whitty 
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Carol O’Reilly and John Steele 

John, Carla, Valerie, Loraine, Stephanie, and Don Margaret White 

Kerri and Jennifer Mark  Thesker, Artiste 
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Dot, Anna, and Puppy 

Pam Popp and her new bestie 

Fauntleroy and Friend 

A hound to hug at last 
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Kentucky Three-Day Event 2018 April 27-29, 2018 

 

 The law Sunday’s crowd 

Salute 

Dust suppression 

Entering the arena 

Stadium jumping 

Time to start; the bell has rung! 

Grooming the arena 
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A horse: From China @ CAM Tailgating at Kentucky Three Day 

 

Steve Lark in and David Cartmell, 
Ohio Society Stalwarts 

David and Jillian of Old 

Stone Farm 
Susan sponsors the day 

Head of the Lake action Boyd Martin and friends 
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Third Thursday Dinner at Chez Renee, Milford May 17, 2018 

 

The Friends 

Trish, Dale, Liz, Marty, Dr. Kulwin, Pam, Barb, Natalie, and friend 

The Girls Ed, Carol, Gary 

Art and Caryn Lee 

The Table 
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Vick i and Pam with Buckwheat 

 Trail Ride with Rocky Fork Visiting at Brown Hall May 26, 2018 

 
Opening Day 

Saturday and Sunday, May 26-27, proved to be a beautiful weekend to get the summer riding 
season rolling. Two wonderful trail rides were held, first at Brown Hall and then across the road at 
Wattership Down. The Brown Hall ride reacquainted us with familiar Hunt haunts after a wet spring. At 
least 40 riders participated. Notable were 15 guests from Rocky Fork Headley Hunt in Columbus, Ohio, 
who came down for the weekend.  

Enthusiasm ran high for the ride on Saturday, which set out at 10 o’clock from Brown Hall in 
perfect weather and finished with a veritable groaning board of a bring-to-share. The spread of culinary 
delights ran from one end to the other in the Great Room at Brown Hall. In the afternoon, some ran off to 
Eagle Creek to try their luck at sporting clays. All reconvened at Andrew and Jenna Bowens’ lovely home 
for a barbeque supper Saturday evening.  
 The next morning, Sunday, May 27, most of the riders set out anew at Wattership Down. Andrew 
Bowen led the procession along many fine trails with whimsical names and inviting coops. Although the 
ride was not exactly a fox hunt, a few larked over jumps in sheer exuberance on the occasion. The 
weekend previewed the wonderful summer of trail rides and competitive activities to come. 
 

 

We’re up! 

Hmmm which way did they go? 
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Courtney 

Much discussion 

Elizabeth hosting the 

Water/Champagne Break  

Rosemary helps keep us 

hydrated 

Art 

John, Jenna, Andrew leading 

Away we go 

Time for a break  

Lori Baker cooling down 
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Pups at play A rare bird (Norwegian ruffed grouse) 

Let’s see where to begin The veritable groaning board 

Lori and Sue have a laugh 

Tuck ing in to bring to share 

John regaling the guests 
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The hopyard 

 

A Trail Ride on an Old Tobacco Farm June 30, 2018 

 On a very beautiful sunny day, Saturday, June 30, 
2018, the Hunt enthusiasts gathered at Bryan McNabb’s 
old tobacco farm for trail ride. Stirrup cup was laid out by 
Judith Davis with great style. A sponsored buffet lunch 
was rallied by Becky Trasser. Her husband served as chef 
du jour and cooked up a fine selection of hamburgers and 
hot dogs. Morley Thompson brought hay bales. Bryan 
himself led the entire assembly of riders, 29 in number, 
over his fields. It was a sol y sombra ride. Riders were in 
the shady side of one field and then were on the sunny 
side of the next field. Toward the end of the hour-and-a- 
half ride, Morley took a number of us across the street to 
Phantom Ridge for a vigorous trot through the woods and 
jumps over some of the more sizable coops there. This 
added some hunt-like qualities to the trail ride. People 
were eager to get themselves and their horses in shape 
for the Hunt season to come, in spite of the 91 degree 
temperature. 
 

 

A big turnout of young’uns 

A trail ride that gave all a sense of well-being. 
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Porch art decor 
Bryan at home 

Moon Ranch Harmony 

Catered fare We’re still bobbing for apples 

Four horsemen join the trail ride  
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 2018 Indian Hill Fourth of July Parade  July 4, 2018 

 

trailers drawn by Morley's Big Red Machine, an F350, and Kerri Daus's Chevy. All present pitched in to 
attach red, white, and blue garlands, ribbons, bunting, and bows to add a festive touch for floating along 
in the Village's Independence Day parade.  Danny put four especially selected hounds on the floats.  And 
they were Bomb Proof! Although standing in wood chips on the floats instead of walking on the ground 
seemed strange to them at first, the hounds quickly adapted to their new expectations and went along in 
the floats.  Bowls of water for the hounds and bottles of water for the people were generously passed 
around to keep all parties well hydrated for the one-hour parade. Tori Watters and Jennifer Daulton 
carried the Hunter Trials banner and led the two Hunt floats.  Other notables who rode in the parade 
were John Babcock, MFH, Dr. Bryan McNabb, DVM, Janice Snelling, Huntsman Danny Kerr, Belinda Peace, 
John Mealey, Kerri Daus, Dot Daus, the Charlie Johnsons, Sr. and Jr, Elizabeth Johnson, Karen Pohl, and 
friends. 

Because of the heat, neither horses nor bands paraded this year.  All units walked or rode in a 
float for the mile and a half-length parade.  At first it seemed that there were fewer spectators, but that 
notion was soon dispelled by the time the marchers got to the fire station corner at Shawnee Run and 
Drake Road.  There were hundreds of people with little kids darting into the road to thrown to them by 
pick up goodies thrown to them by the folks in the floats.  

It was a scorcher! Temperatures climbed 
into the nineties during the week of the Fourth of 
July, and hunt leadership planned accordingly:  No 
horses and no hounds on foot for the Indian Hill 
Parade this year! 

Under the direction of Morley Thompson, 
Hunt stalwarts assembled in the front parking lot 
at Country Day School to decorate a couple of floats 
for the big event. The temperature was already in 
the high eighties by 9:30 am; the parade started at 
10 am. 

Morley brought a generous supply of straw 
bales, which were divided between two flatbed 
trailers drawn by Morley's Big Red Machine, an 
F350, and Kerri Daus' Chevy -----. 
 
 

pick up goodies thrown to them from floats.  As 
always, the spectators were decked out in their 
traditional red, white, and blue summer finery.  The 
number of little kids seemed undiminished by the 
heat. 

After the parade, all spread out on Stephan 
Field to enjoy free ice cream, face painting, a spirited 
dance band, a pie-eating contest, and an enormous 
inflated bouncy house.  Clean-up of candies thrown 
down but left on the pavement commenced as the 
last float passed by.  The managers of the Camargo 
Country Club, resplendent in their American Flag 
ties, were especially diligent about sweeping up in 
front of their "store" (the Club).   There were no 
horses to clean up after, and the four hounds stayed 
on their floats for the whole parade.  

In spite of the heat, a fine time was had by all 
at the Fourth of July Indian Hill Parade! 
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Susan and Alan get in on the celebration Susan, Tory, and Jennifer lead us on 

Hunt k ids underway Bryan and Danny and Friends 
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Is he yawning, laughing, or howling at the moon? Visiting granddaughters 

Clowning around With watchful ‘rents 
 

A k id magnet 
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Jumper Derby Winners July 7, 2018 

 

Pace Winners July 8, 2018 

 

Senior Baby Starter: Cindy Whittaker on Cisco 

Senior Starter: Jodie Sebastian on Tucker 

Senior Beginner Novice: Mariah Mattingly on Scotch on the 
Rocks 

Open Novice: Mackenna Miller on Flying Ace 

Open Training: Martha Slammer and Michael Ado-McDuff 

Hunter Division, First Place: Charlie Johnson, Sr., and Bryan 
McNabb at 50 minutes and 30 seconds, coming closest to the 
optimum time of 51 minutes and 36 seconds. 

Hilltopper, First Place: Jamie Smith and Becca Bond at 1 
hour, 10 minutes, and 27 seconds, coming closest to the 
Hilltopper optimum time of 1 hour, 11 minutes, and 59 seconds. 

The trail ride division winners included the team of Clara 
Blair, Melissa Draguse, and Laura Carns at 1 hour, 38 minutes 
and 6 seconds, coming closest to the optimum time of 1 hour, 35 
minutes, and 59 seconds. 

Had there been a costume award, it would’ve gone, hands 
down, to Melinda Thomas, Cindy Whittaker, Mariah Mattingly, 
and Amber Smith, the All-American Dream Team who, as you 
can see in the pictures, were decked out in American flags and 
inspired Clara Blair to sing the national anthem. 
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Jumper derby The courses The cause 

Warm up The sponsor Warming up  

Clara leads us in the national anthem Jump ads 
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A twofer to get goling Up and over 

Get set At the ready The All American Dream Team 

Vick ie and Pam at the start Dainty does it They’re off! 

Walk ing the course 
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A fine finish The In and Out of it 

And the All-American Dream Team is off too! 
 

Hello there Jr. 

Joe, at the ready Family pride 

Thank you Clara for the barrels 
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Third 
Thursday 
Dinner at 
Terrace 

Park 
July 19, 2018 
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Membership 

Renewal  

2017-2018 

The Camargo Hunt 
is currently 

accepting 
applications for new 
members. Social and 

various levels of 
riding memberships 

are available. 
 

Contact:  
Hunt Secretary,  

Carla Babcock, at 
(513) 207-2778 or 
Carla.Babcock09@g

mail.com or the 
Hunt’s website. 

 

 

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.camargohunt.org 

mailto:Carla.Babcock09@gmail.com
mailto:Carla.Babcock09@gmail.com

