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  And Life Goes On… 

 Dear Reader, 
Fox hunting may be a winter sport, with a season from September to March, but that doesn’t 

mean there is not plenty for the Hunt to do over the spring and summer. It’s been a busy time with the 
annual meeting, the Hunt Ball, trail clearing, trail riding, hound walking and one of the Hunt favorites, 
the 4th of July parade. And not to mention, a newly established custom of going out for dinner once a 
month. All these wonderful activities keep our horses and us in tip-top shape for the hunt season to 
come. 

Weather in the summer of 2017 was cooperative, with some heavy showers during July, but 
otherwise moderate temperatures, relatively few bugs, and sunny skies under which to enjoy all of 
these wonderful activities. Photos from many of the trail rides are shown in this issue. Trail clearings 
are done monthly in Indian Hill under the direction of the Indian Hill Equestrian Club with members of 
the Hunt pitching in. Trail clearings continued for three weekends in August in Owen County and 
Boone County, Kentucky. 

Around the country, hunts sometimes go dormant like distilleries in Scotland. They phase out 
riding sport and carry on with the socializing. But not here! The Camargo Hunt still does it all with 
great style and frequency! 

Many thanks to contributing editors, Liz Brown, Kim Pierce, Janet Cromer, Ann Gibson, and to 
all those who sent in photos. And thanks to the excellent spelling, punctuation, and fact-checking 
mavens who wished to remain anonymous. It takes a village, i.e., at least 7-8 people, stirring the 
editorial pot.  

Enjoy this review of the summer gone by and jump in to the season to come! 

Your editor and editorial assistant, 

Frank Welsh  

Annie Ha, Ursuline Academy Class of 2019 

 

On the Cover: Clockwise 

Connie Palazzolo and Tori Watters come safely home; repurposed Monastery for the best Hunt Ball 
venue yet; John R. Babcock, Best Turned Out, Trail Clearing Division; Hound Walking in Indian Hill, a 
new activity; Monthly Hunt Dinners, another new activity. Yum! 
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The Hunt Ball April 7, 2017 

 The glorious 2017 running of the Camargo Hunt 
Ball was held on Friday, April 7, at the Monastery on Mt. 
Adams, newly refurbished as an event center. 
Organizations are clamoring to use it for their 
gatherings. Contrary to rumor, parking was no problem. 
Self-parking and Prestige valet were available. 
Chairman Tori Watters and her committee of almost 
everyone composed a magnificent setting plus silent 
and live auctions for the occasion. Steve Raleigh, noted 
weather forecaster from WCPO, served as master of 
ceremonies and auctioneer for the live auction. He was 
ably assisted by Matt and Max. Matt served as ring boy, 
and Max pumped up the crowd to bid on each item. 

Especially lively was the puppy-naming auction. 
The three hounds were presented by Danny Kerr for 
naming an A hound, a B hound, and an O hound. Their 
names came to be Ajax (Charlie Johnson, Sr.), Bailee 
(Art and Caryn Lee), and Oonan (Judith Davis). A 
splendid painting by a performance artist, Mark 
Thesken, was purchased by Margaret White in honor of 
her husband Jim for taking up riding lessons. The (not 
so) silent auction featured a colorful array of trips 
around the country, condo stays, vacations, and other 
experiential enticements. Carol O’Reilly’s trunk full of 
fine spirits fetched a pretty penny and lifted everyone’s 
spirits. The Hound Retirement Fund brought in a 
bountiful donation, led by newly reinstated member 
Rebecca Bolce. The dinner for ten at John and Carla 
Babcock’s home was especially effective in raising funds 
for the Hunt. As remarkable as anything was the band, 
Johnny Clueless, that got everyone in the hall up and 
dancing throughout the evening. It was a night to 
remember. 
 



 

 

Hark Together Page 4  
  

Julie Baldwin and Cora Ogle Carlos, Tori, Matthew, Paula, and Max Margaret White and friends 

Becky, Kim, and Jennifer 

Beth Clinch and friend, Matthew and Max 

 

Chris and Bill Judd Norbert and Linnea Nadel 

The Johnson Family: Charlie Jr., 
Elizabeth, Anna, and Charlie Sr. 

Carol O’Reilly, Rob Seideman, and 
Carla Babcock  

Rocky Fork Members: Don Phillips, Lorraine 
Teets, Stephanie Phillips, and Valerie Alloy 

Leslie and Buck Shiels with 
Steve Thomas 

The Hunt Ball   
April 7, 2017 
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The Hunt Ball   

April 7, 2017 
 

Janice Snelling greets the new puppy Steve Raleigh auctions off a painting while still wet! 

Margaret White, the successful bidder, and friends Get up and Boogie! 

A new setting for a fine tradition Danny presents new puppies for naming rights 
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 The annual business meeting of the Camargo Hunt was again held at 
the University Club. The four masters, John Babcock, Morley Thompson, 
Courtney Ball, and Natalie Nesbitt, presided. Each in turn gave their report 
of the Hunt year, while the suspense built towards the awards. Young 
hunters were much celebrated. MFHA Fairly Hunted awards went to 
Mariah Mattingly, Maxwell and Matthew Watters-Round, and Charlie 
Johnson, Jr. Hunt and Hack scholarships went to Carly Keene, Cameron 
Shay, Mariah Mattingly, Macy McNabb, and Anna and Charlie Johnson, Jr. 
The Thompson Award went to Jennifer Kahmann for her spirited 
promotion of all things Hunt. She held a wonderful, warm, winter night get 
together at the Hunt Club cabin at Find-a-Way Farm to promote club 
membership to youth. Her other great contribution has been to organize 
summer trail rides. The Thompson trophy is a big incentive for her to 
continue her good work. Your editor was somehow deemed Best Turned 
Out, no doubt due to Huntsman Danny Kerr’s provision of a fine mount for 
each hunt and splendid outfitting from Carla’s Hunt and Hack Shop. Much 
anticipated was the awarding of colors. Bryan McNabb, a veterinarian 
popular with Hunt members and horses, and Melinda Thomas, who came 
from Washington State to establish a riding stable in Kentucky, got their 
colors. Election of Directors was held, and the four masters were reelected 
along with Charlie Johnson, Sr., and Dr. Bryan McNabb. 
 

The Annual Meeting of the Camargo Hunt April 12, 2017 

Is it Best Turned Out or Best 
Turned Over? 

John Babcock, Melinda Thomas, Courtney Ball, Natalie 
Nesbitt, Bryan McNabb, Morley Thompson 

Carly, Mariah, Bryan for Macy, 
Anna, and Charlie, Jr., 

Hunt and Hack Scholarship 
Winners 

Mariah, Max, Matt, and Charlie, 
Jr., with Fairly Hunted Awards 

Morley Thompson and 
Jennifer Kahmann,  

Thompson Trophy Winner 
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In the hunt field from the distance one might hear, “Get to 
him!” from a lovely lady sitting aside a stunning, red bay horse as 
she chases the hounds back to the pack.  Now, that same lovely lady 
will be bringing the human pack together as she is the new 
Camargo Hunt Secretary.   

Becky Trasser’s first experience horseback riding was at the 
age of seven with her dear friend, Jamie Striley, daughter of Cathy 
Jacob. Over their many summers together, the duo took advantage 
of long summer days and rode across the fields connecting Jamie’s 
parents’ farm and her grandparents’ Mitchell Farm in Milford, Ohio. 
The girls would swim their wonderfully naughty ponies in the 
pond, jump the banks and ditches of the developing subdivision on 
Branch Hill-Guinea Pike, and gallop the cross country course. A few 
years later, Jamie and her dad moved to Maryland, but Cathy Jacob 

kept the enthusiastic equestrian involved with horses. Together, they cared for twenty plus horses, broke 
young thoroughbreds for the track, foaled mares, and developed a love of riding side saddle. From there, 
Cathy brought Becky into the fox hunting field.  

At the junior age of 15, Becky officially joined the Camargo Hunt. She did all of the things a junior 
does--ride in the back of the field, help anyone, dismount for a crop or gate as needed.  But most special of 
all was her time spent lingering back from the field with Al White aboard his chestnut gelding, Rex.  One 
of Becky’s favorite memories was being Al’s co-pilot on the way to an Owen County hunt. 

As she became a more avid fox hunter, her favorite partner was Prince, a big, bold-faced chestnut 
with blue eyes. Becky remembers him as willing, kind, and able to jump the moon. Today, her solid 
partner is Wilden. He has the trademark kind eye and coloring of the Cleveland Bay and knows the job of 
the whipper-in horse.  

In 2005, Becky was visiting friends at the family cabin on Lake Cumberland and met her husband, 
Mike Kimmerly. It was love and understanding at first sight, becoming Becky Trasser-Kimmerly. Once 
Becky confessed that she also loved horses, Mike knew she was the one for him. He understands the 
horse bug as his mother was a competitive endurance rider. Today, the couple resides in Milford. Mike is 
a title examiner for a Newport, Kentucky, law firm, and Becky is a real estate agent with Coldwell Banker 
West Shell in Hyde Park. With her work partner, Doug Spitz, they have created the team, dwell513, with 
clients in Cincinnati and northern Kentucky.   

Please welcome our new Secretary as she reminds us to “Get to him!” as we receive the emails, 
evites, and posts about the fabulous happenings of the Camargo Hunt.   

 
Contributed by Liz Brown and Kerry Daus 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Becky Trasser-Kimmerly, the New Camargo Hunt Secretary  

Victor Kaftel, Becky, Carol Meyers, Arthur Glazer 
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Indian Hill April Trail Clearing April 13, 2017 

Under the leadership of Ann Gibson and the Indian Hill Equestrian Club, Pete McAdams put 
together an entire calendar of monthly Friday trail clearings for the summer. Although the Equestrian 
Club has done this for two years, it had not been organized and publicized as it is now. Dates include 
the first Fridays from May to October. The first trail clearing of the current era brought out seven hard-
working souls, including Jo Ann Kuntz, Cheryl Steele, Kimberly Pierce, William Ruehr, Pam Middendorff, 
and your editor. The effort was directed first to Old Hickory Lane in the morning and Old Stable Road 
during the afternoon on April 13. Trails M69, M77, M78, M78A, M80, M82, and M83 were cleared. You 
can see a before and after view of a cleared trail below. Hopefully, even more members of the Hunt will 
join in for trail clearing in Indian Hill as they have for many years in Owen County, Kentucky. The best 
part of the trail clearing was enlisting the aid of members of the service department of the Village of 
Indian Hill. They brought out their chain saws and made short work of the many fallen logs that came 
across the trail. The rest of the crew threw logs into the trailside weeds and trimmed back the brush to 
widen the trail. This still allows for ingrowth during the growing season to come without overly 
narrowing the trail. The cleared trails were downright inviting after the cleanup! 
 

Before After 
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Indian Hill July Trail Clearing July 7, 2017 

Indian Hill Equestrian Club 
Pete McAdams 

Barb Beam 
Bill Ruehr 

Pam Middendorff 
John Babcock 
Jo Ann Kuntz 
Frank Welsh 

Plus Village Staff, armed with ATVs, chain saws, 
an overhand chainsaw, loppers, and clippers. 
Indian Hill Service department workers came 
out Wednesday, July 5, and Friday, July 7, to 

clear the large trees that had completely closed 
trails after the week’s storms. An occasional log 

was left in place to challenge the Hunt. 

Clearly After An Exception 
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Hound Walking April 26, 2017 

On Wednesday evening, April 26, 2017, nearly 30 fox hunting 
enthusiasts gathered on Clippinger Field for the first ever Indian Hill 
hound walking held there. Hounds are trained to hunt in a pack by 
taking them out three times a week to learn to work together and 
not to run riot. Young hounds are coupled with older, more 
seasoned hounds with dual collars to get them moving and working 
together. It's a unit cohesion exercise of the first water. 

Danny Kerr, huntsman of the Camargo Hunt, and Janice 
Snelling, keeper of the kennel in Boone County, brought two 
dozen hounds (12 couple) up from Kentucky for training. Danny 
also explained hunting them. He described the breeding of fox 
hounds and the main bloodlines popular in this country: English, 
Penn-Marydel, American crossbred and Welsh, for example. 

The prospect of learning more about training the hunt pack 
plus a bring-to-share organized by Paula Watters proved 
irresistible. The event was virtually "oversubscribed,” since it only 
takes three or four people on foot to walk the hounds. Still, it's a fine 
activity for a warm spring evening. Becky Trasser brought a 
propane gas grill, and a generous supply of burgers, brats, and metts 
appeared for the occasion.  

The outing also simulated rabbit hunting on foot with a 
beagle or a basset pack, popular in New England. You don’t need a 
horse to enjoy hunting with hounds. People unfolded their chairs 
and hung around until well after dusk, enjoying themselves 
enormously at the bring-to-share. 
 

Time’s up! 

Paula Presides 

Danny and friends 

The paws that refreshes 

Unlike a horse, you can take a 
hound to water and… 
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Karen Pohl  

Fifty-four years ago, Karen Pohl joined the 
Camargo Hunt. Karen took lessons at several stables, 
beginning at Miljoie Stables in Newtown. She continued 
her learning at Red Fox, then at the Riding Club. 
Eventually, she trained with Howard Lewis in both 
Cincinnati and Cleveland.   

At the Camargo Hunter Trials, she won the 
Children’s Hunter Class. This prompted an invitation to 
join the Hunt by Charles (Chuck) Heekin. Mr. Heekin 
demonstrated proper decorum in the field by hill 
topping with her for the first few hunts.  

Karen loved the Hunt because her first horse 
loved it, maybe too much. He threw her three times in 
the next year. Karen cherishes the process of 
partnering with the horse. She treasures the 
communication, the reciprocal listening, trust and 
support between horse and rider.    

Along with hunting, she competed in 
hunter/jumper A level shows in Toledo, Akron, and 
Chagrin Falls, Ohio, and Bloomfield Hills and Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. The Ohio State Fair and shows in Dayton and 
Lexington plus local shows in Cincinnati brought her 
closer to home. In some events, Lucky carried her over 
4’ to 4 1/2’ fences in Confirmation Hunter and Working 
Hunter Show competitions.  
  Karen joined the Camargo Hunt in 1963 (thus 54 years) when John Clippinger was Master. She 
received her colors in 1968 when Carl Berger and Peter Rhodes were masters. She recalls years when 
Mary Le Blond re-centered the Hunt from Indian Hill to Clermont County Fox and Hound Farm. There, 
the field could ride creek beds, natural banks, and steep grades with more freedom than on Indian Hill 
hunts. Riding with subsequent masters brought uniqueness to each era. Bob Knauft especially had 
knowledge of the horse, course design, and a sense of history. The strict decorum relaxed with masters 
Chuck Drackett, Lela Steele, Jack Barbara, Carol Meyer, John Wulsin, and Richard Ammon. Mr. Ammon 
also transitioned the Hunt into northern Kentucky. Karen appreciated riding to hounds with each of 
them.   

On September 25, 2004, 13 years ago, everything changed. Karen was enjoying an idyllic first field 
hunt along the Little Miami River. She was keeping up with the hounds when she felt as if she had been 
“struck in the shoulder by a baseball bat.” It was a tree branch. Her clavicle snapped and her vertebrae 
was dislocated and cracked between C3 and C4. It took over one year to completely heal her neck and 
allow her to return to riding. She missed the entire 2004-2005 hunt season. 
 
 
(Continued on page 11) 

 
 

Karen on Bismarck 
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Karen Pohl (continued)  

Karen’s mentors in the 1960s would 
say showing is a sport for the young. Fox 
hunting is a sport that sustains you 
throughout life. The Camargo Hunt has 
accompanied Karen from childhood to 
junior hunt member to senior riding and 
board member to her present social status. 
Few organizations are also life-long 
companions. Karen looks back over her 
many decades in the Hunt with fondness and 
gratitude for the friends, human and equine, 
that have carried her so well through the 
years. It continues to be a great ride. 

 
 

 
Karen on Call Me Lucky 

Karen on Good Time 

Karen with Call Me Lucky receiving the blue ribbon for 
Working Handy Hunter Class from Dorothy Rawson 

Karen Today 
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Walnut Creek Trail Ride May 20, 2017 
Walnut Creek Stables provided a lovely vista for 
the Camargo Hunt to explore on the May 20th 
trail ride. Kim Pierce and her sweet mare, 
French Beauty, hosted several Hunt members 
and a couple of guests. The weather held up and 
the ride commenced across generous rolling 
hills and woods in the back fields of the 
property. Next, the group took on the cross 
country course with inviting jumps and gentle 
water crossings. The riders were treated to a 
catered lunch in the barn's outdoor gazebo and 
toasted the beautiful day!  

Contributed by Kim Pierce 
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Indian Hill Equestrian Club Annual Picnic Saturday, June 3, 2017 
 
 
The Indian Hill Equestrian Club, a sister riding organization in the community, got together for its annual 
picnic on Saturday, June 3. The picnic was held at Foggy Creek Farm in Terrace Park, Ohio. The hosts 
were Pax and Abby Lindell, who live on the farm with their three teenage children, four dogs, assorted 
horses, a cat, and mini donkeys. The house was built in 1795 by the first senator of Ohio, John Smith. The 
Smiths had several notable friends; among the most notorious was Aaron Burr. The picnic was titled 
Bourbon and Barbeque, and guests were greeted by twin sisters Cheryl Steele and Carole Lee at the 
registration table. Everyone spread out over the farm from there. One of the great features of the 
property was a professional level bocce ball court which Pax Lindell built years ago. He became 
acquainted with the game in Les Cheneaux Islands in Michigan where Abby’s great-grandparents had 
played. Pax has a big two-day bocce tournament every September. Twenty teams come to compete for 
the Harvest Moon Bocce Title. Equally notable was the amiable presence of Punda the Donkey at the 
picnic. Punda, 29 years old, was a gift from the Cincinnati Zoo to Lela Steele and was retired to the Foggy 
Creek Farm by John Steele, Sr., who still comes to visit Punda every week. Ann Gibson, the president of 
the Indian Hill Equestrian Club, and Gina Dubell-Smith, the social chairman, organized the event. The 
weather was perfect.  

Contributed by Ann Gibson 

Punda, the Donkey Bocce Ball at Foggy Creek Farm 

Punda, getting acquainted with picnickers The 1795 Smith House 

Abby, Ann, Jim Beamer, and Gina 
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    Inaugural Monthly Hunt Dining Out 
Ferrari’s Little Italy 

June 14, 2017 
  

Trish Hammer, Ann Gibson, and Charlie Johnson, Jr. Judith Davis, Cathy Jacob, and Cathryn Hilker 

Pam Popp and Belinda Peace 
Margaret White and Bobbi Hart 

Charlie, Jr., and Elizabeth Johnson 
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Ryland Lakes Country Club Trail Ride June 17, 2017 
 
 It was another splendid day for a ride at Ryland 

Lakes Country Club, straight south of Cincinnati 
about 56 minutes. Hosts, Janet and Mike Cromer, 
enticed a notable 21 riders to turn out for the 
occasion. The lush grass underfoot and the powder 
puff skies overhead added to the gorgeous setting. 
You can’t beat a country club for a wonderful 
spread at lunch time! 

Contributed by Janet Cromer 
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Indian Hill Fourth of July Parade July 4, 2017 
 
 

The 4th of July parade of 2017 was a big success. 
Although there was some early trepidation regarding 
the weather, it proved to be perfect.  
 The turnout was great, with more than two 
dozen riders and walkers from the Hunt. The Hunt unit 
was led, per tradition, by Dale Mattingly and her family 
carrying the banner announcing the Hunter Trials on 
October 7th at Clippinger Field. She was joined by the 
walking and social members of the Hunt. Then came 
the Hunt staff, masters, and whips, all decked out in 
strict uniform with their green logo polo shirts and 
rust colored breeches. It was a sight to behold. Then 
followed the riding members. They, too, were wearing 
their logo polo shirts and cut quite a figure down the 
parade route.  

At first it seemed as if the assembled 
spectators, all in red, white, and blue attire, were few 
in number. By the time we got to the last turn, the 
crowd swelled and was standing a dozen deep on each 
side of the road. They followed instructions to stay 
behind the solid line at the edge of the road on each 
side to avoid being stepped on. Becky Trasser rode her 
traditional side saddle. The most colorful entries of all 
were Dot and Mae Daus (see pictures), who came on 
their white horses with red, white, and blue 
fingerpaint and lots of glitter applied for the parade. 
John Babcock declared the crowd for Christie Elfers 
and Dale Mattingly’s bring-to-share “the best attended 
in years.” Even the ants got in on the act! 

Dot Daus and her Go Pro on Guiness in full fingerpaint 

No picnic would be complete without… 

Becky riding side saddle 

Dr. McNabb and Mae Daus on her very 
patriotic pony 
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Indian Hill Fourth of July 
Parade 

July 4, 2017 
 
 

Why We Ride Trish and Dale 

Hunt logo polos give some color 
latitude 

BTS on steroids! 

Dot and Mae and friend 

Visitors from California and New 
York make the scene 

Our Pros: Danny and Janice 
Photo Credit: Whitney Welsh, 6 

Proud Mama and Mae 
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Brown Hall Joint Trail Ride July 15, 2017 

 
 
A Midsummer Day’s Dream 
Another weather perfect day in Owen County provided the setting for Saturday’s trail ride. Thanks to 
Caryn Lee’s charming reminders and Art Lee’s grooming the trails, the turnout of Camargo Hunt and 
Long Run Hounds riders was enormous: at least 58 rode. It was a grand procession winding down the 
verdant prairie hillsides lushly carpeted with Monarda fistulosa (wild bergamot or bee balm) and 
Rudbeckia hirta (Black-eyed Susan). (See Cora Ogles’s photos below). Art made the opening comments 
and led the troop down the hill from Brown Hall, his awesome lodge in the Owen County hunt country. 
Caryn and Dale Mattingly, assisted by Elizabeth Johnson, laid out a sumptuous repast for the bring-to-
share. 

Johnson v. Johnson 
Long time besties 

Genie Redman 

A big crowd of visitors from the Long Run Hounds 
 

Jenna and Andrew 

Dale and Co. lead the Unit 

Awesome Serpentine Show 
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July Hunt Dining 
Out 

The National Exemplar 
July 20, 2017 

  

Pam and Marty 

Dr. McNabb and Co. 

Natalie, Janet, and Belinda 

Nick, Linnea, Christie, and Pam 

Nick revealed Pam M. and Pam P. 

Karen, Bobbi, and Shelli 
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The Third/Third Thursday 
Monthly Hunt Dining Out  

Atavola 
August 17, 2017 

 
  

Young’uns Enthusiasts 

Art and Caryn Janice, the Birthday Girl, and Kerry Becky and Henry 

A long table 
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Tracking Quiz! 
Fill in the Blanks! 

Photos taken at Mussel Shoals, Owen County, Kentucky, March 2017 
 

How many days apart were 
these passersby? 

______________________ 

Who else was here? 
______, ______ 

Not tonight, my 
_________________ 

I’m glad I put on my 
_________________ 

Ribbit, said the 
_________________ 

Whoops, I just 
_________ here 

______, ______, ______, 
&_______ went by here 

Fill in the blanks and hand your completed quiz to the editor by November 
11, the Blessing of the Hounds. A modest prize will be offered. All decisions 
by the judge will be final. 
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Membership 
Renewal  

2017-2018 

The Camargo Hunt is 
currently accepting 

applications for new 
members. Social and 

various levels of 
riding memberships 

are available. 
 

Contact:  
Hunt Secretary,  

Becky Kimmerly, at 
(513) 470-0465 or 

clevelandbayx@gmail. 
com, or the Hunt’s 

website. 
 

 We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.camargohunt.org 

Whoops, wrong game! 

Save the Dates 
  

Central Region MFHA Meeting & Hunt 
Hosted by the Rocky Fork Headley Hunt 

Friday 9/15 – Welcome Dinner hosted by RFHH Masters 
Saturday 9/16 – Hunt 8:30 AM, Meeting 5 PM, Dinner 6:30 PM  
Sunday 9/17 – Ride at Longhill Farm – 9-11 AM, lunch to follow 

  
Junior North American Field Hunter Qualifier 

Saturday 9/30 – Brown Hall 
  

Kentucky Hunt Week 
Tuesday 10/24 – Camargo – Owen County 

Wednesday 10/25  – Iroquois – Location TBA 
Thursday 10/26 – Long Run – Shaker Town 

  
Tennessee Hunt Trip 

November 14-19 
  

(More details on all of the events will be forthcoming) 
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