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  Dear Reader, 
 About our new look: We have tried to lighten up the backdrop for the articles in order to get a 
brighter look for your reading enjoyment. Hope you like it! 
 

In spite of trepidations about the weather this season, our riders turned out for half of the 
scheduled hunts. A myriad of special events also highlighted the season:  

 
• The Camargo Hunter Trials; 
• The Blessing of the Hounds; 
• Thanksgiving Hunt; 
• The Junior North American Field Hunter Championship; 
• Trail rides in Clermont County; 
•  An information session in the hunt cabin for prospective members; 
• The annual meeting of the MFHA in New York City; 
• Hunt Balls galore: MFHA, Shakerag, Long Run, Camargo; 
• Exchange hunts with Rocky Fork, Headley Hunt in Columbus, Ohio, Green Creek 

in Tryon, North Carolina, and Shakerag in Athens, Georgia. 
 

  We were saddened by the loss of Dick Ammon, MFH, Charles Melton, Wes Baker, and Janice 
Snelling’s father during the season. It was an event-filled year for both riding and social members, 
with the promise of more to come. 

Frank Welsh, Editor 
Assisted by Lauren Pham 

 
 

Bryan McNabb and his daughter, Macy, out 
together for a blustery day of fox hunting 

Camargo hunters at Shakerag Hounds Clubhouse 
 February 2017 

             Penny, John, Carol, Morley, Frank, Carla 
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Dick Ammon, MFH, April 10, 1929 - January 1, 2017  

                 Dick Ammon is one of the most pivotal individuals in the history of the Camargo Hunt. 
Shirley and Dick joined the Hunt in the 1960’s and at the time were the only members to  
trailer their horses. They were also among the few who did not live in Indian Hill. 

Dick joined Lela Steele and Jack Barbara as a joint master in 1988 and served until  
2003. In 1989 the Hunt was forced to sell its Clermont County fixture and the Hugger House 
 to Cincinnati Gas & Electric for the enlargement of the Moscow power station. Dick organized 
 the syndicate to purchase the current kennels property. The old tobacco barn was converted 
 to horse stalls, old farm equipment and appliances were buried, paddock fencing was installed, and a  
new kennel was built. 
  The kennels required concrete trucks to cross Middle Creek, and the bridge was inadequate. Dick’s 
solution was to take two railroad tank cars, cut off the ends, lay them beside each other, and cover them with 
gravel. We later had road mesh welded to the cars and poured concrete over the mesh so the creek could go 
through or over. There was a driveway on top. The system has lasted to the current day.  
  In 1990 Dick, through friends in the Tryon, North Carolina, area, recruited Danny Kerr as our Huntsman. 
Danny and Trena initially lived in a single-wide trailer attached by a walkway to the current clubhouse. Zero 
degree temperatures meant that the water pipes froze. Dick had promised them a proper house if they stayed 
five years and also allowed the training of lesson and rental horses. This agreement came to light when some of 
us were lobbying for a clubhouse. As a result, the current Huntsman’s house was built first, and then the trailer 
was given away. The existing building was modified as our current clubhouse. 
  Dick’s personality and community status were instrumental in convincing the surrounding land owners, 
especially John Walton and the Boone County Park system, to allow us to fox hunt around our kennels.  
  In 1998 Dick convinced the Hunt to purchase the Clores Ridge land, which in 2004 was sold to the Boone 
County Conservancy. The original syndicate members were repaid in full for their investment, and the Hunt can 
ride on the Conservancy land indefinitely.  
  Dick created the steeplechase course near Turfway, which was later taken for the new airport runway. 
Wings for the brush jumps and platforms for hound shows were created and then stored in an Ammon barn at 
Bellevue. 
  Dick was an enthusiastic trail clearer on his tractor or gator, and he was famous for abandoning the trail 
and “bushwhacking” while giving his field an ongoing botany lesson. This would happen as early as two minutes 
into a hunt. 

He also perfected the “Boone County Stomp” when the band was persuaded to play Rocky Top. 
Dick’s leadership, engaging personality, and enthusiasm for our sport are missed, while his many 
accomplishments endure for the benefit of all of our members. We are forever indebted to his efforts. 

John Babcock, MFH  
 

Dick and Shirley, Labor Day, 2007 Dick and Shirley at the first blessing of the 
Camargo Hounds, 2004 

Dick and Shirley, Hunt Ball 2006 



 

 

Hark Together Page 4 of 24 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Hunter Trials  October 1, 2016 

   Unlike last year when it rained, this year the day dawned bright 
and clear for a wonderful 76th edition of the Hunter Trials. The success 
of the day was ensured by a long list of patrons, large and small, ring 
jump sponsors, course sponsors, and advertisers, who filled pages and 
pages of ads in the keepsake program distributed at the event. The 
officials and Hunter Trials committee members took up an entire page 
of the program. A map of Clippinger Field with a warm-up ring, the 
small ring, the tailgate spots, and the main ring was included in the 
program to aid folks and vendors to find their place and enjoy the 
competition. Outside course competitions included low hunter, green 
hunter, children’s hunter, adult amateur hunter, and many more classes 
for all to compete according to their skill. There were cash awards for 
the hunter derbies and 68 classes  in all. A short history of the Camargo 
Hunt dating back to 1925 and the Hunter Trials dating from 1940 
concluded the program booklet.  
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  Hunter Trials 2016 
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The Blessing of the Hounds October 8, 2016 

One of the high holy days of the hunt year is the Blessing of the Hounds, this year held on October 
8, 2016. It was a beautiful day at the Little Red School House. The Reverend Darin Elin officiated as all 
gathered for the occasion. The horses were groomed and braided, and everyone’s tack was in tip-top 
shape. The hounds were all blessed together, and each horse and rider received a personal blessing 
from Reverend Elin as he went around the semi-circle of riders and horses. Everyone departed for the 
Indian Hill hunt in fine spirits at 9. A tallyho wagon was full of well-wishers and road whips during the 
morning. The trails had been well prepared by village fathers with members of the Hunt and the 
Equestrian Club pitching in. There were muddy patches at times, but the horses were eager and a fine 
outing was had by all. The blessing was organized by Barb Kreider and hosted by Camargo Hunt 
families: Domonkos/Larkin, Geier, Hake, Hart, Kreider, Myers, Ogle, Popp and Watters. Rosemary Welsh 
sponsored the use of the Little Red Schoolhouse, courtesy of the Indian Hill Historical Society. After 
returning from the hunt, everyone sat down to a sumptuous breakfast of chicken-a-la-king with all the 
trimmings. The riders looked splendid in their formal attire as the grand tradition was continued yet 
again.  
 

A Cozy Winter Night at the Hunt’s Cabin    January 29, 2017 

  “An Evening with the Camargo Hunt” was held to promote fox hunting among riders who might 
not have thought of hunting before. The Hunt club house at the kennels was all tidied up and warmed by a 
fire for the occasion. Snow fell lightly until dusk. The program was organized at the suggestion of Becky 
Trasser and put together by Jennifer Kahmann. Almost 50 people attended. The program opened with a 
video of the Goshen Hunt (Maryland), which gave a clear impression of what transpired during a fox 
hunt. In general, a fox hunt is a two-and-a-half-hour ride in fancy dress at variable speeds with optional 
jumps. Whip Clara Blair explained the roles of the huntsman and the Masters. The three fields were 
clearly described. A club brochure was provided to each person who came, briefly describing our history 
and some of the terms used during the course of a hunt. Hunt venues, called fixtures, are in Indian Hill, 
Clermont County, Ohio, and Owen County, Kentucky, and total just over 12,000 acres. Although both red 
and grey foxes are sought, the game is more likely to be a coyote. The central role of the huntsman, 
Danny Kerr, got special emphasis. He manages the hounds. Cathy Jacobs’ keynote address provided an 
enthralling history of the Camargo Hunt. She named all the Huntsmen since 1925. The Hunt was 
established under the patronage of Julius Fleischman, and it has been active ever since. Cathy emphasized 
the etiquette of the Hunt, the formal dress of both members and guests, and the customs and courtesies 
observed at each outing.  

Dr. Brian McNabb, a veterinarian popular with the Hunt, spoke on preparation of the horse. He 
described the difficulties horses can get into if they are out of condition due to the build up of lactic acid. 
Medications and measures used to treat muscle tie-ups were described in detail. Huntsman Danny Kerr 
led a visit to the kennels following the talks and demonstrated the hunting horn. 
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The Camargo Hunt hosted a regional North American Junior Field 
Hunters qualifying round at Brown Hall in Owen County, Kentucky, on 
September 24, 2016. Nine fine young riders competed for a chance to go to 
the National Championships in October. Area hunts which also hosted 
qualifiers were the Chagrin Hunt and the Long Run Hounds. Hilltoppers 
included Grayson Yorba of the Woodford Hounds and Mary Katherine 
Leveridge of the Iroquois Hunt. In the first field were Charlie Johnson, Max 
and Matthew Round, Nicki Louden, Grace Gallenstein, and Mikhayla 
Shetterly, all of the Camargo Hunt, and Ashley Johnson of the Iroquois 
Hunt. All riders qualified to go on to the nationals. Also participating was 
twice-qualified Kelly Stalter, 16, of the Rocky Fork Headley Hunt from 
Columbus, Ohio. She had already qualified with the Chagrin Hunt and the 
Long Run Hounds. Kelly, a high school sophomore, started hunting at age 
10 and competed in eventing and Pony Club as well. She and her horse 
placed well up in the ranks in dressage at the Pony Club Championships at 
the Tryon Equestrian Center in North Carolina. 

Emphasized during the qualifier were the rider's ability to analyze 
situations, creek crossings, jumps, and hollows and safe practices. Use of 
the terms "ware hole" and ''ware hound" earned special merit. Each rider 
was asked to describe his or her most memorable moment in the hunt and 
the lessons learned.  

Charlie Johnson was recognized for being the best sport -- he was 
the most helpful rider on the trail. And Grace Gallenstein received kudos 
for being the best turned out, a long tradition and annual award at many 
hunts.  

The Junior National North American Field Hunter Championships 
were started in Virginia 14 years ago and this year, for the first time, were 
brought to the Midwest. Judges for the day included Shannon Sharpe, John 
and Linda McKean from Rocky Fork, and Martha Johnson from the Iroquois 
Hunt. Carla Babcock organized the Camargo Hunt Qualifier and put the 
Camargo Hunt on the national foxhunting map once again. 
 
  
 

The Junior North American Field Trials Qualifier  

Riders: 
Grayson Yorba,  

Mary Katherine Leveridge, 
 

Competitors: 
Charlie Johnson,  
Matthew Watters,  

Max Watters,  
Niki Louden,  

Grace Gallenstein,  
Mikhayla Shetterly, 

Ashley Johnson 
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 Junior North American Field Hunter Championship Sunday October 23, 2016 

The Finals at Iroquois  
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Junior North American Field Hunter Championship: The Finals  October 23, 2016 

Setting records and keeping 
them all straight 
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A special tour of the Iroquois Kennels was planned for the visiting Juniors and their 
families with a party following at the Iroquois Hunt Club House 

JNAFHC Finals  October 23, 2016 
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Rocky Fork Headley Returns Our Visit  December 3, 2016 

  Rocky Fork Headley Hunt returned our November visit on Saturday, 
December 3, 2016, at Mussel Shoals in Owen County.  They came 20 riders 
strong in their beautiful gentian and blue colors.  President Danielle Dougan 
and Master David Straub came around on I-275 to avoid road construction 
downtown   The day was cool and cloudy, but the hounds scared up a coyote 
and gave chase for a bit.  At least forty riders turned out in three full fields.  
Courtney Ball led first field, John Babcock led the second field, and Natalie 
Nesbitt led the third field.   

Andrew and Jenna Bowen again graciously opened their designerly 
hunt box (aka, estate home) with a catered spread after the hunt, complete 
with Kentucky burgoo.  Saturday night dinner was held at the Lees’ capacious 
Brown Hall. The hunt set out again on Sunday morning at Old Pointexter. 

It was a classic weekend, done with a real sense of urgency and for 
fear of the weather closing in again from January – March, as it has in two of 
the last three years in the tristate area. 

The Rocky Fork Headley Hunt kennels are on the grounds of the 
Rocky Fork Country Club on the east side of Columbus, Ohio.  Rocky Fork was 
founded in 1925 and combined with Headley in about 1935.  They have five 
fixtures, principally in Gahanna and four east of town.  One is a county park.  
The cubbing season begins in August, and the formal season runs from 
November first until March or April.  They hunt Wednesdays and Saturdays 
and have 50 riding members.  Hunts were cancelled in January for the last 
two years because of inclement weather.  Both Master David and President 
Danielle expressed grave concerns about the growing population of 
Columbus and the overtures of developers shrinking their huntable lands. 
 
 
 
 

President Danielle and 
Charles Dougan 

You can get some horses  
to drink! 

Colorful cast of masters Maxwell back  
from whipping in 

Joint hunt friends  
yucking it up 

One tight pack 
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Gone to Ground November 15, 2016 

Tuesday, November 15, 2016, was a classic hunt at Vespers, an expansive fixture in Clermont 
County. Since it was cool early in the morning, the Hunt cast at 10:00 a.m. and ran the reverse of the 
usual direction.  Eleven riders, including staff and Masters, set off to the east from the lower end of the 
parking area and were immediately deep in the woods.  The trails were varied and steep and thick with 
leaves covering the slick rocks.  But the horses were unusually sure footed and had no difficulty placing 
their hooves.  The early trails cried out for clearing, but after a while they opened up and were as 
inviting as any.  We followed the stream beds, crossing several times with steep descents and 
rises.  Some crossings were better suited to jumping, especially the muddy ones.  In due course the 
Hunt went out under the power lines and into fields posted "No Spraying," which were thick with knee-
high weeds.  Not an outing for anyone who had not outgrown their hayfever.  The two fields stuck 
together the whole hunt.  The hounds put on a fine display of eager pursuit.  Along the last draw 
toward the end of the day, they came upon a cutbank with exposed tree roots riddled with 
burrows.  And they went wild!   Hound after hound shot into the burrows, digging and crying in 
frenzied earnestness to pull out what ever was in there.  They all agreed it was something worth going 
after. They tumbled over the bank time after time trying to get a better look. Zip Zap came out with her 
snout all scratched up.  Was it a fox?  Was it a coyote?  A wolf cub?  "Probably a raccoon," said 
huntsman Danny Kerr.  Whatever it was, it will be there to hunt another day.   It was memorable! 

-Frank Welsh  
 
 
 

Gone to Ground 
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Barb Kreider reflects on forty years in the Camargo Hunt 
At the opening hunt last fall, Barb Kreider celebrated her fortieth year with the Hunt. Barb 

moved to her historic farm, Riverside, near New Richmond, in 1970.  She recalled going to a PTA 
meeting for her first grade daughter, Kim, and met Carol Meyer, then Huntsman for the Camargo Hunt.   
Carol urged Barb to go trail riding with her outside of New Richmond and then asked her join the Hunt 
in 1975.  At that time the kennels were up the hill from Moscow, Ohio.  Her first hunt was on Labor Day 
1976.  Thus, Barb celebrated forty years in September 2016.   

Barb hunted when Mary Leblond and Charles Drackett were Masters.  Mary bought a 400-acre 
spread in Clermont County and built kennels, a club house, and a huntsman’s house on the property.  
Peggy Glazer whipped and was wont to carry a pistol filled with buckshot to discipline errant hounds.  
In about 1981 she was dealing with a bit of a kerfuffle and shot herself in the hand instead  of a hound. 
Explaining what happened when she arrived in the hospital ER raised more than a few brows.   Lela 
Steele, John Barbara, Richard Ammon, and John Wulsin were subsequent Masters during that “Golden 
Era.”   

Barb spent many a happy hour working with the hounds, whipping in, and serving as Joint  
Master from 2000 to 2012. Among her many reminiscences was the day a prairie fire swept across the 
fixture toward the woods at the end of a hunt. All present hefted shovels and blankets to snuff out the 
fire. Memorable was the always debonair Irving Harris dressed in his yellow vest and white breeches 
attacking the fire and getting covered in soot.   One of Barb’s horses was fond of cooling off by rolling in 
stream beds and once did so with Barb up – or down -- under the rolling horse.  Covered in red mud, 
Barb had to excuse herself from the bring-to-share that day.   Other dramatic events included the 
hounds getting away and running off in all directions during a training session and a whole herd of 
cattle doing the same thing. It was a riot! 

When the Kentucky Fox Hunter Trials were held, the whole troop of 75-100 riders and 300 
hounds would set out together.  The huntsman would cast the hounds in the dark and could follow the 
hounds by their individual voices.  Departing before dawn was common.  Joint meets were held in 
Rock Castle County, Shaker Village, and with Miami Valley.  Barb also hunted with Shawnee Hounds in 
Southern Illinois and Shakerag Hounds  in Georgia.  Popular fixtures included Van Pelt and Janewyn 
Farms. 

Most of the Clermont County fixtures were eventually lost to  
development, in this instance to Cincinnati Gas and Electric (Duke Energy),   
for ash pits necessitated by the reversion of the Moscow Power Station  
back to coal from nuclear.  The kennels then relocated to Boone County,  
Kentucky, where they have been for the last 25 years.    

Barb got all four of her daughters into riding through Pony Club,  
and three of them earned their colors as teens.   They rode with Tiffany  
Meyers, Paige Jergens, and Kerry Daus and her sisters.  One day Kerry 
distinguished herself  by showing up pulling a horse trailer when she  
was 16 years old, just one week after getting her driver’s license! 

Barb has always been charmed by the inclusiveness of hunting  
since boys and girls and men and women of all ages are welcome. 
     
  
 
 
 



 

 

Hark Together Page 14 of 24 

Kim’s Cup 
Stirrup Cup Thanksgiving Day 2016 
A recipe and then some… 

  Caramel Croissant Pudding 
Recipe courtesy of Nigella Lawson, interpreted by Kim Pierce 
(Copyright 2007, Nigella Express, Hyperion, All Rights Reserved) 
 
  
Total time: 45 min. 
Prep: 10 min. 
Inactive: 10 min. 
Cook: 25 min. 
  
Yield: Generously serves 2 but is easily scalable 
  
  
INGREDIENTS 

• 2 croissants 
• 1/2 cup sugar 
• 2 tablespoons water 
• 1/2 cup heavy cream 
• 2 tablespoons bourbon 
• 1/2 cup whole milk 
• 2 eggs, beaten                  

Kim Pierce presiding over her 
Thanksgiving day stirrup cup 

           
Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F. 
 
Tear the croissants into pieces and put in a small gratin dish. 
 
Put the sugar and water into a saucepan, and swirl around (never stir!) to help dissolve the sugar 
before putting the saucepan on over medium to high heat. Caramelize the sugar and water mixture 
by letting it bubble away until all turns a deep amber colour; this will take 3 to 5 minutes. Keep 
looking and don't be too timid. 
 
Take the pan off the heat and add the cream - ignoring all spluttering - followed by the bourbon 
and milk. Whisk to mix, then still whisking add the beaten eggs. Pour this quickly over the 
croissants and leave to steep for 10 minutes. 
 
Place in the preheated oven for 20 minutes. 
 
Place out in the spread and enjoy! 
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On Thursday, January 5, 2017, the Indian Hill 
Equestrian Club held a program to promote the use and 
maintenance of the bridle trails in Indian Hill. IHEC 
President Ann Gibson brought together representatives 
from each of the riding communities. Panel members 
included Wendy McAdams, Diana Rich, Terri Kropp, and 
Natalie Rogers Nesbitt (picture below).  

Diana Rich of the Pony Club regaled the crowd in 
tales of growing up riding in the area and training at 
various stables. She reflected with great warmth on her 
horses and spoke of bringing young people along in 
riding. The bridle trails of Indian Hill were most inviting 
for those learning to ride. 
 Natalie Nesbitt, MFH, representing the Camargo 
Hunt, said when she was a girl she got on her pony and 
would wander off on the bridle trails with no fear of 
getting lost because she knew the trails would eventually 
cross each other. She provided a short history of the 
Camargo Hunt and gave an especially strong pitch for 
clearing the trails. The Hunt uses the Indian Hill bridle 
trails at least twice a month. Natalie allowed that a fox 
hunt is more of a fox chase since the fox is seldom seen 
and even more rarely caught. The idea is to get outside 
and to enjoy the fresh air and exercise of riding on the 
bridle trails. 
 Natalie detailed her own equestrian history. She 
first heard of the Camargo Hunt when she was 35 and 
started hunting at 40. Her specialty is leading the third of 
the three fields of riders in a fox hunt. The first field 
walks, trots, and canters and jumps over coops, small v-
shaped fence crossings encountered along the trails. The 
second field keeps up with the first but rides around the 
jumps. The third field, the hill-toppers, watches the hunt 
from a distance, often having a better view of the 
huntsman, the hounds, and the game than those who are 
at the front of the procession. The trails system in Indian 
Hill is likely unique in the whole country. Only Hitchcock 
Woods in Aiken, South Carolina, comes close to being as 

           
           

          
          

           
          

             
          

         
          

    
        
       

            
       

          

Horses and Hounds: History on Horseback in Indian Hill  January 5, 2017 
 convenient. What is needed is to clean up the dead ash 

trees and make the trails accessible to riders of every 
skill level. Even with few open fields, 500 acres is 
sufficient territory to scare up a coyote or two and enjoy 
the chase. There are estimated to be only 50 to 75 square 
miles of territory left in Indian Hill, down from the 100 
square miles of 90 years ago. With trail mapping and 
redesign of stream crossings, it should be possible to 
bring back the glory days of yore. The Village used to 
have two service department members devoted to 
clearing the bridle trails.  Now it has no one dedicated 
solely to the trails. The trails are a maintenance 
afterthought. When the inheritance tax was repealed in 
Indian Hill, it became difficult to fund the trails. In 
contrast, the Indian Hill Shooting Club, which has a 
waitlist for membership and is able to raise $100,000 in 
fees each year, is self sustaining.  

Jeff Gibson emphasized the dual responsibility 
that riders have. They must take care of the trails and 
educate the public in the desirability of maintaining them. 
It’s the taxpayer’s responsibility to raise sufficient funds 
because of shared benefits. The very fine schools and 
beautiful bridle trails alike have a positive effect on 
property values. The trails are largely green belt. A 
capital fundraising campaign is needed to better support 
the maintenance, redesign, and rebuilding of the trails. 
Setting up a 501(c)(3) is another possibility.  

The bridle trails are comparable to the bicycle 
paths. Since taxes have been lowered, a fundraising 
campaign for green areas and bridle trails should be 
undertaken. Tori Watters jumped up at the end of the 
meeting to invite everyone the Hunt Ball, which will be 
held at the Monastery in Mt. Adams on April 7, a black tie 
event.  

Pete McAdams promoted a master plan, with, for 
example, a monthly volunteer effort to clear the trails. To 
use chainsaws, however, a service department member 
has to be present on the crew. The redesign and rebuild 
efforts would be to dry up the wet, muddy patches. A 
northern Kentucky naturalist and trail designer and 
builder has been contacted to bid on producing a master 
plan to reroute the trails around the many seepage 
patches.  

Forty riding enthusiasts attended the meeting. 
They left with renewed energy and interest in using and 
improving the bridle trails in Indian Hill. The panel 
highlighted interest in horseback riding in the Village. 

 
 
 

From left to right: Terry Kropp, Natalie 
Nesbitt, Wendy McAdams, and Diana Rich 
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Horseback riding in Russia  A Summer 2017 Trail Ride  

 

The horse on the bridge in St. 
Petersburg, Russia 

Pam Popp, Susan Stuart, and Frank Welsh, along with their 
respective spouses, set out on a Viking River Cruise late in August last 
summer between Moscow and St. Petersburg. And Pam, Susan and your 
editor took off from the prescribed visit to the tchotchke shops and went 
horseback riding in Mandrogy in the northwest lake forests of 
Russia.  They phoned ahead from the boat and reported to the stable for 
their ride one fine drizzly morning.  Although the stable staff had only a 
vague notion that they were coming and spoke no English, the three 
horses knew all about it and responded to exactly the same aids we use 
on the hunts in Ohio!  All enjoyed a quiet, orderly trail ride through the 
village and out into the ferny woods. The guide, Anna, rode 
bareback.  Our saddles were billed as "sport saddles," which with a few 
subtle variations turned out to be indistinguishable from our eastern 
saddles at home.  We walked, trotted, and for a moment cantered 
through the woods.  The rain held off during the actual ride and we 
declared it, like the Fourth of July last year, perfect hunt weather. Did 
you know that even if you check the stirrup lengths into your armpits 
that they might still be too long if the horse is so wide you can't reach 
them? Our ride did mean that we had to skip the banya (sauna) 
experience.  We were pleased at how universal riding can be and that 
our skills were good anywhere. 
 

Frank , Susan, and Pam 

Susan Stuart warms up 
Pam peruses the paddock 
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The Annual Meetings of the Masters of Foxhounds Association 
at the Union Club in New York City  January 27, 2017 
 

The meetings consisted of a meeting for Masters on Thursday afternoon and a Masters’ dinner that 
evening. Friday morning featured a meeting for the general membership, including affiliate members. Friday 
afternoon included an optional visit to the Manhattan Sadlery, complete with door prizes. Penny Welsh won a 
Berney bridle. 

The standing-room-only business meeting on Friday morning heralded the change of command of both 
the president and the executive director. Long time Executive Director of the MFHA, Dennis Foster, retired, and 
David Twiggs took over the head office. Outgoing president Dr. Jack van Nagel, MFH, relinquished the reins to 
Tony Leahy, MFH, of the Fox River Valley Hunt (Illinois). The conservation award was given to a former 
secretary of transportation for the state of Virginia who successfully created a number of new state parks and 
state forests and corralled urban sprawl along US-50 to preserve hunting lands. The principal missions of the 
MFHA are preserving rural lands for hunting and keeping fox hunting legal.  

The keynote address was by Major Tim Easby, the director of the MFHA, UK, since 2012. He discussed 
the 2004 ban on fox hunting in England and how to avoid a ban here in the U.S. The Hunting Act of 2004 in the 
UK limits where you can and cannot hunt. The director was proud to announce, however, that not one pack of 
hounds has disappeared.  Huge numbers of children turned out in support of hunting and kept the ban from 
being even more restrictive. Co-operation among  hunting associations is key to preserving the hunting way of 
life. Included in UK hunting associations are hunts featuring beagle packs, basset packs, fox hound packs, 
Welsh hounds, and hunting terriers. 

One of Major Easby’s favorite topics was the breeding of hounds. He stressed the selection of hounds 
for drive, nose, stamina, fox sense, and determination to chase foxes down. Zeroing in on these characteristics 
involves line breeding, characterized by doubling up in the fourth generation. Stallion hounds are selected for 
breeding by watching them hunt. 

Easby admitted that the hunters in the UK got their politics wrong prior to the ban and were mistakenly 
identified as an elitist. He emphasized that the hunter’s fondness for fancy dress and etiquette must be restrained 
and dignified to promote a more egalitarian image of  inclusiveness for fox hunting.  

Friday evening, a gala hunt ball with everyone tricked out in their best bib and tucker was held at the 
Pierre. The band was excellent and kept the dance floor packed the whole evening. The party lasted beyond 
midnight and gave everyone a chance to show their true colors on a formal occasion. It was memorable. 
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MFHA January 27, 2017, New York City 
 

A levitating location at the 
Pierre Hotel 

Cloak room politics at the 
Union Club 

New York City 

One in every crowd 
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    Masters of Foxhounds Morley Thompson and John Babcock, Huntsman Danny Kerr, Whip Janice 
Snelling, Carla Babcock, Carol Hake, Penny Welsh, Rosemary Welsh, and your editor all trooped off to 
northeast Georgia on the South Carolina border February 15-19, 2017, for a memorable visit with 
Shakerag Hounds.  It was their Hunt Week, a compressed series of fox hunting activities that kept us 
busy for five days.  The merry crew hunted three times, visited a fox hunting museum, and attended a 
Hunt Ball.  The Thursday afternoon hunt was ratcatcher, held at Brush Creek. Friday morning was a 
formal hunt at Goldmine on Roger Smith's farm right out the back door of the cabin where we stayed 
near Royston, Georgia. Saturday morning was also a formal hunt at the Shakerag clubhouse near Hull, 
Georgia. Friday night we visited the home of James O'Halloran, a museum of both big game and small 
hunting memorabilia that he accumulated over the years from his father and from multiple trips to 
England.    The Hunt Ball was held at the Athens, Georgia, Country Club. It was a classic, beautiful 
people in black and white ball gowns and black tie and scarlet, if convenient, and that was often since 
so many had their colors.     
 
    While the hounds spoke on Thursday, few if any saw the game.  Friday, they were eerily quiet.  But on 
Saturday,  at the big, beautiful clubhouse, the hounds were in full cry again and again as they opened on 
the resident red fox, a gray, and two coyotes who managed to split the pack.  Luckily Danny brought 
Camargo's hounds for the day's joint meet so there were plenty to cover the game. The Saturday hunt 
got off to a very brisk start at the trot, sailed over a dozen coops and verticals to the left of a winter 
wheat field, then over a string of brushy jumps in  the woods before settling down for the hunt.  The 
first field had a real advantage this time because there were plenty of coops to be jumped while the 
second and third fields had to wait for the gates to be opened between pastures full of cows.  Very 
picturesque.  The pastures proved especially inviting for cantering and even galloping up hill and 
down.  The weather was all we dreamed of:  sunny and warm on Thursday and Friday and cloudy on 
Saturday with a few sprinkles, as predicted, at noon. Camargo has visited Shakerag at least three times 
in recent years. It is a nine-hour drive.  Tradition has it that the name Shakerag came from the local 
custom of waving down country trains by shaking a rag so the engineer would know to stop. 
  
 

A Visit with the Shakerag Hounds in Georgia  February 15-19, 2017 
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Across then down, from left to right: Howard Benson and 
Maggie Mae, Carla gets the word from Master West 

Hamryka, DVM, Rally up hounds, Some serious BTS, pre-
1930’s English game, Map of the country, What’s for 

breakfast?, Kristen Faircloth and daughter, Morley, at the 
Brush Creek barn, Temporary signage, Logo blanket 

A Trip to Remember with the Shakerag Hounds February 15-19, 2017 
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Chuck Melton      
     Wesley Scott Baker  was born in Ironton, Ohio, to 

Barbara and Richard Baker and his brother, Brian 

Baker, and half sister, Heather Soas, on September 

11, 1970. He belonged to St. John’s Catholic Church 

in Georgetown, Kentucky, and was an active 

member of the local Knights of Columbus. He 

worked as a software designer for Knorr Brake in 

Westminster, Maryland. 

 

He was an active member of  the Camargo Hunt and 

loved hunting, trail riding, and all the activities 

associated with the club. He was always willing and 

happy to help the club out in any way that he could. 

He loved his fox hunting "family" and always 

enjoyed learning more about the sport. 

 
 
 
 

Wes Baker         
Charles Melton was just the friendliest guy ever to 

ride in the Hunt. He and his partner John Meahl were 

members for many years, and Chuck was often the 

first to greet new members of the Hunt. He brought 

good cheer to each outing. The stirrup cup was laid 

out complete with photos of Chuck Melton on 

September 17, 2016, the day of our memorial ride for 

him. John Meahl called it, “Chuck’s last ride.” John 

distributed Chuck’s ashes along the trail from the 

beginning to the end of the hunt.  We remembered 

Chuck and his loyal participation in the hunts. Chuck 

was a senior member and  

proudly wore his colors  

on many occasions.  Chuck  

was a military kid who  

lived all over the world,  

including Japan and the  

Pacific Rim.  He worked for  

the Union Pacific Railroad. He  

and John Meahl hunted in Nebraska 

 with North Hills Hunt near Omaha, and Chuck was a 

field Master with the Moingona Hunt in Des Moines, 

Iowa. 

 

 

 

Gone Away 
Lasting Legacies 
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    After the past two seasons of being shut out of hunting for three consecutive months,  we were all 
hoping for much better weather this season. September started off with a bang. We hunted all of 
September and missed one hunt each in October and November. We hunted two times in December 
and missed the entire month of January. We hunted four times in February and cancelled four hunts, 
but there were two trips in February: one to Tryon to hunt with Green Creek and one to Georgia to hunt 
with Shakerag. Through Match 14, we managed three hunts and cancelled two. So for the season 
through March 14, we hunted 27 times and cancelled 26 hunts due to rain/footing issues. We weren’t 
shut down by snow and ice and cold this season, but by too much rain. The footing was just too sloppy 
to hunt. Most of the days we hunted were great hunts, but some were bluebird days because of no scent 
due to warmth or time of day. Here’s hoping that we hunt all times for the rest of the season.  

Tally Ho, 
Natalie Nesbitt 

 

Hunting Results for 2016-2017 Season 

 

On February 2, 3, and 4, eight stalwart 
riders and 23 couple hounds from the Camargo 
Hunt journeyed to Tryon, North Carolina, for a 
series of joint meets with our sister hunt, the 
Green Creek Hounds.  The weather was kind and 
proved to be a relief from our freezing storms -- 
as hoped for.  Joining the merry crew were 
Connie Palazzolo, John Meahl, Jennifer 
Kahmann, Lorie Lischge, Janet Cromer, Suzanne 
Baird, Danny Kerr, and Janice Snelling.  It was a 
veritable Hunt Week, celebrated with three 
hunts through the pine needle covered trails in 
Green Creek's country with both Huntsmen 
leading  both packs each day.   The Denim and 
Diamonds Hunt Ball capped off a weekend of 
sumptuous hospitality.  "It doesn't get any 
better than that," said Connie reporting on the 
trip. 

Tryon/Green Creek Hounds  
Joint Hunt, February 2-4, 2017 
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2017 Camargo Hunt Summer Trail Rides 
 
Sunday, April 30, 2 PM  
Scott Co, KY; Scott County Reservoir  
Hosted by Camargo Hunt.  
Please bring to share. *Note: This site has no facilities.* 
Saturday, May 20, 10 AM 
Cincinnati, OH; Walnut Creek Stables  
Hosted by Kim Pierce.  
Please RSVP by Tuesday, May 16. Haul-in fee to WCS will apply per horse. Proof of 
negative Coggins is required.  
Saturday, June 17, 10 AM  
Ryland Heights, KY; Ryland Lakes Country Club  
Hosted by Michael and Janet Cromer.  
Please RSVP by Tuesday, June 13. 
Wednesday, June 21 – Sunday, June 25  
Banner Elk, NC; Elk River Country Club  
Hosted by Dr. and Mrs. Plettner and Mr. and Mrs. Myers.  
Please RSVP ASAP.  
Saturday, July 22, 9 AM  
Cincinnati, OH; Mt. Airy Forest Hosted by Camargo Hunt.  
Please bring to share.  
 
To RSVP or for questions/comments/concerns, please contact trail ride coordinator, Jennifer, 

at 859-816-0717 or jenniferkahmann@gmail.com 
Please note: dates, times, and locations are subject to change due to weather and conditions. 

Guests are welcome and encouraged! There is no fee for trail riders and/or lunch guests – 
however, donations to the Hound Retirement Fund are most acceptable and tax deductible. 

***Waivers must be signed. ASTM-SEI certified helmets required*** 
 
  

mailto:jenniferkahmann@gmail.com
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Susan Peskin and Leanne Cropper (Social) 

 Sydney Cropper (Junior) 

Andy (Limited Riding) and Cindy Shetterly (Social) 

 Mikhayla (Junior) 

 

Welcome our new members! 

 Membership 
Renewal  

2016-2017 

The Camargo Hunt is 
currently accepting 

applications for new 
members. Social and 

various levels of 
riding memberships 

are available. 
 

 

Contact:  
Hunt Secretary,  
Natalie Nesbitt, 

 at (513) 313- 5839 or 
purple@reagan.com, 

or the Hunt’s website. 

  
 We’re on the Web! 

See us at: 
www.camargohunt.org   

From the banks of the beautiful Blue Danube River  
(@elliotwagland, Twitter) 

Maureen Riley  msrileystudios.com  

"My goal is to put into bronze or fill canvases with the grace and joy of the 
open countryside and the movement and gusto of its inhabitants." - Mo Riley 

 
"Ragtime by a Nose" 

Named after Pat Pearce's 
favorite Metamora hound 

Ragtime...several 
members own this 

sculpture. 

I forgot my colors! 

mailto:purple@reagan.com
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