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It's the grandest sport and the greatest thrill 

to chase the fox from hill to hill. 

Through countryside rolling o’er fields and streams 

it’s the kind of a course that fulfills sportsmen’s dreams. 

The hunters impatiently ride to and fro 

but dash like the wind at the cry tally-ho! 

The horses are lathered they too seem to sense 

the joy and excitement of clearing a fence. 

So here at the close of a wonderful day 

of foxhunting and fellowship, may I tribute pay. 

To the Master, his Staff and the keeper of hounds 

our toasts and our praises to all know no bounds. 

Tonight with the stirrup cup full and o’erflowing 

we toast one and all who keep foxhunting going! 

Who join in the chase though they may take a spill 

and who keep coming back whether sunny or chill. 

May the joy that results from this sporting event 

Make us healthy and happy and always content!! 

 

WH Ogilvie 
 

 

 

Letter from the Editor 

On the cover: Suzanne Fischer and Steve Thomas, Photography 

After two winters of ice and snow, the 

weather lightened up for the 2015-2016 Hunt 

season. The 75th Annual Hunter Trials were much 

celebrated in October. A new fixture was 

inaugurated at Andrew and Jenna Bowen’s 

beautiful Owen County, Kentucky, farm. Several 

hunts were held there during the season. National 

and international travel abounded with both riding 

and driving. John and Carla went to London and 

Highclere Castle (Downton Abbey) for the 

holidays, and Dianne Kersting spent more than a 

month driving coaches in Germany, Austria, and 

Tuscany, the subjects of our international issue.  

Natalie Nesbitt, Terry and Annette Adams, John 

and Carla Babcock, and Frank Welsh went to 

Aiken and Tryon for three  hunts and winter. 

weather relief.  

Enjoy, 

 Frank Welsh  

Susan Stuart 

The Stuarts, the Welshes, and  

Pam and Marty Popp at Bowens  

The Stuarts and the Welshes 

 at Peterloon 



 

 

  

 

New Members 
 

Welcome New Hunt Members 

New and Returning Members: 

Ray and Linda Schilderink, Rick and Melinda Thomas- 

Lybarger from Washington State, Rebecca Bolce and Keith 

Wood, Doug Manzler, Elise and Scott Kendall, Charles, 

Elizabeth, and Charlie, Jr. Johnson, Taylor Roby, Cindy 

and John VanAalst, Micah Carr 

 

Steve Thomas, Photography 



 

 

 

Opening Day  
 

Steve Thomas, Photography 

Party at Camargo Country Club 

 

 

Opening Day 

 

Opening day for the Camargo Hunt on September 7, 2015, was a 

classic.  Everything was in order, the horses and riders were fit, the food was 

wonderful, spirits ran high, and the weather was beautiful.  Everyone rode 

off from Clippinger Field into the surrounding wooded trails and had a fine 

time negotiating the ups and downs.  The footing was as good as it ever is 

because the ground had dried out for the occasion.  The pace was brisk. One 

dear soul got separated from the field and then found she had left her phone 

in the truck.  Fortunately she found her way back in good time.  The trails, 

however, were only partially cleared for the day.  Downed branches were 

numerous and required some muscling around to clear the way--good 

practice for dismounting and remounting on the trail.  No mounting blocks 

out there.  One wee rider was a little upset by the stresses of the dark and 

gloomy forest, but a reassuring word from her little brother strengthened her 

to carry on and complete the hunt.  All in all it was a fine beginning for the 

cubbing season.  Everyone agreed there were meetable challenges for all and 

looked forward to meeting again soon 

 Twenty-five riders turned out, plus Danny, five mounted whips, and 

two road whips. The party at the Camargo Club afterwards was well 

attended by both riding and social members. Friends caught up after not 

seeing each other all summer. A beautiful day, good friends, being on 

horseback, following the hounds, and listening to good music with food and 

drinks. Who could ask for a better start? 

Opening Day Hosts were; 

 

Annette and Terry Adams 

Carla and John Babcock 

Suzanne Baird 

Heath and Courtney Ball 

Natalie and Patrick Nesbitt 

Connie Palazzolo 

Rosemary and Frank Welsh 

Brenda and Morley Thompson 
 

Opening Day 
 



 

 

  

 

National Business Opening Day  
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Bowen Hunt 

Bowen Hunt and Andrew’s 40
th

 Birthday Party 

      The Camargo Hunt land syndicate initially bought 

a small number of acres along Highway 845 in Owen 

County Kentucky.  Ownership got passed around until 

it was consolidated by Andrew Bowen. The Bowens’ 

hunt box was completely renovated by Andrew and 

Jenna, now a beautiful, full-sized estate home. The 

Bowens built a barn with an apartment upstairs for 

Andrew’s father to live in until a two-hundred-year-

old cabin for him was brought to a nearby site and 

beautifully redecorated by Jenna.  

       After putting up the barn in 2008, the Bowens 

acquired their hunt box and additional acreage on 

Highway 845 in 2009. They were able to add nearly 

1,000 acres of hunt land in 2015, which is partly 

owned and partly leased with an option to buy more 

in the years to come.  Andrew named the new fixture, 

“Mussel Shoals.” The property was purchased on 

behalf of the Hound Retirement Fund, a tax-sheltered 

charity, at the time of the transaction. Today, there is 

a magnificent fixture with nearly 2000 contiguous 

acres   

                     Happy Birthday, Andrew! 

 

Designed Invitation 

by Jenna 

Jenna and Andrew Bowen  

Rosemary Welsh holding on to Tux 

The Fixture 

The Trailers 

Bowens’ “Hunt Box” 



 

 

  

 

Bowen Hunt 



 

 

  

 

Max Qualifies 

Max Watters Qualifies for the National Junior Field Hunter Championship 

 Max Watters, riding Major, qualified at the Midwest Regional Qualifier for the National Junior Field 

Hunter Championship. Annette Adams and Irene Lampton, from the Long Run Hounds, judged the first field, 

and Carla Babcock judged the second field. They all agreed that the turnout and etiquette, displayed by all the 

junior riders, were impeccable. The morning started off chilly with frost from the ground. When the sun came up 

on Dr. Jack Van Nagel’s 2000-acre farm outside of Lexington, it was a sight to behold. Everyone viewed, which 

added to the fun.  Carla Babcock’s Quinn practically stepped on the first coyote which scooted out from a 

sunflower patch and through a fence in front of the field. It was seen by all. The second coyote, later in the 

morning, was running wide-open in a grass field before it dodged into nearby corn stalks, teasing the hounds. It 

was very exciting and the juniors were thrilled.  

 Max Watters and Major went on to compete at the finals in Virginia on November 7. He placed eighth in 

the thirteen and over jumping category. As interesting as anything, a number of hunts sent fifty to eighty-five 

riders in each of the three divisions. In addition to the Camargo Hunt, represented by Max, the Radnor Hunt, the 

Old Dominion Hounds, the Iroquois Hunt, and Belle Meade all placed in the thirteen and over category. The 

Blue Ridge Hunt, Long Run Hounds, and Mr. Stewart’s Cheshire Foxhounds sent twelve and under members to 

the competition. The Hilltoppers included a young rider from the Woodford Hounds and the Red Mountain 

Foxhounds. The Loudon Fairfax Hunt scored a top ten finisher. 

 Max has a plan to qualify again next year and return to the National Junior Field Hunter Championships. 

He hopes to finish at the top of the field.  Camargo will host a qualifier on Saturday, August 27, 2016, in Owen 

County, and the finals will be on Sunday, October 23, 2016, at Dr. Van Nagel’s farm with the Iroquois Hunt. 

 

Steve Thomas, Photography Suzanne Fischer, Photography 



 

 

  

 

Hunter Trials 

Hunter Trials October 3, 2015 

 Deb Plettner put it on and pulled it off with great aplomb once again. She would like to thank the 

many people who contributed the success of the 75
th
 Annual Hunter Trials, the biggest Hunt 

production of the year. The volunteers, staff, spectators, exhibitors, and sponsors all pitched in to run 

ads in the program and put on the show. New was the VIP tent to celebrate major sponsors and add 

special panache for the 75
th

. It was a big success.  

 Special thanks go to incredible course designer Trena Kerr, who put her energy, creativity, hard 

work, and vision into making it a memorable day. Another thank you goes to Laura Miller Gleason, 

who spun up the Tailgate Competition to really be competitive. Her enthusiasm and vigor recruiting 

the members added to the fun and to the colorful and inspired installations that people put out, even in 

the misty weather.  

The Hunter Trials Committee, headed by Deb Plettner, included : Clara Blair, Judith Davis, Shelli 

Gilman, Susan Lora, Dale Mattingly, Bryan McNabb, Paula Watters, and Tory Watters. 

 

Suzanne Fischer, Photography 

Top Finishers 

 

Open Hunter         

 Champion: Trena Kerr       

 Reserve Champion: Samantha Neal     

Qualified Hunter         

 Champion: Taylor Roby        

 Reserve Champion: Max Watters     

Senior Qualified Foxhunter        

 Champion: Cynthia Van Aalst        

 Reserve Champion: Stephanie Burk  

  

 

Ground Poles 

Champion: Macy McNabb 

Reserve Champion: Hannah Ripley 

Cross Rails  

 Champion: Samantha Harris  

 Reserve Champion: Trilby Allen 

Family Class  

First Place: Tory Watters 

Second Place: Macy McNabb  

Third Place: Mary Ostendorf  

Fourth Place: Kerry Daus  

   
 



 

 

 

 

Hunter Trials 



 

 

  

 

Hut Ball 

 

 

Blessing of the Hounds 

 

Where is everyone going? 

 

The Blessing of the Hounds 

Steve Thomas, Photography 



 

 

 

Field Trips 

 

 

Blessing of the Hounds 

2015 Blessing of the Hounds 

 

The Blessing of the Hounds was held at the Little Red 

Schoolhouse on October 10, 2015. Joann Kuntz did a magnificent 

job of involving almost everyone in the production of this 

signature event. Her core committee included: 

 Beth and Doug Compton, 

Sue Lora, 

Sara and Richard Geier, 

Laura and Justin Wogan, 

 Lori and Wes Baker, 

Carol and Ed Hake, 

 John Meahl, and  

Chuck Melton.  

 Most charming was the restoration of the Tally Ho Wagon 

by Lori and Wes Baker with generous support from Annette and 

Terry Adams, Sara and Richard Geier, Carla and John Babcock, 

Julie and Phil Myers, Brenda and Morley Thompson, Libby and 

Kevin Ott, Suzanne Baird, Paula Watters, Carol and Ed Hake, 

Connie Palazzolo, and Alice and Bruce Chalmers.  

The Stirrup Cup was sponsored by Clara Blair, Kerry and 

Jayson Daus, Shelli and Greg Gilman, Jennifer Kahmann, and 

Becky and Mike Kimmerly.  

The breakfast was held in the Little Red Schoolhouse 

thanks to Rosemary Welsh, who contributed the use of the 

Schoolhouse for the occasion. The weather was beautiful and so 

many pitched in to help clean up that it was nothing at all to 

complete a model Blessing of the Hounds. 

 

James Thoms, Photografica 



 

 

  

 

 

Blessing of the Hounds 

Steve Thomas, Photography 



 

 

 

 

Blessing of the Hounds 

 

Blessing of the Hounds 

James Thoms Photografica 



 

 

 

  

 

Blessing of the Hounds  

Steve Thomas, Photography 



 

 

 

 

  

 

Pace 

 
2015 Halloween Pace 

The Camargo Hunt Fall Pace was held over 

Halloween weekend on November 1, 2015, apart from 

the Hunter Trials. Everyone was encouraged to wear a 

costume, no matter how modest or bold. The day 

dawned a bit cloudy, but by the time the first teams 

started out at 10 o’clock the clouds had moved on and 

the sun came out. Fifty-nine riders completed sixty total 

rides, departing from the old point-to-point fields. 

Twenty-nine were non-members. There were first, 

second, and third place ribbons for both jumping and 

non-jumping classes. A pumpkin-colored ribbon went 

for the best costume: two princesses in tutus. There was 

a mixture of eastern and western style riders. Christy 

Elfers and David Hendren were especially striking 

wearing horseheads on their own beautiful horses. An 

added challenge included counting skeleton hands, 

found on the trail. The late Wicked Witch of the West’s 

legs were viewed at one point on the trail. 

 
Non-jumping winners: 

First: Jo Ann Kuntz, Aimee Kemper, and Liz Brown 

Second: Janice Snelling, Kerry Daus, Matt Sanders, and 

Justice Ramsey 

Third: Laura Karnes and Terry Kropp 

 

Jumping winners: 

First: Connie Palazzolo and Suzanne Baird 

Second: Laura Benza-Wogan, Beth Compton, and Sam Lape 

Third: Shelli Gilman and Kate Mosle 

 



 

 

 

  

Pace 



 

 

  

 

Vixen Party 

Vixen Party 

The second annual Vixen Party was held Sunday, October 11, 2015, 

at the ‘den’ of Suzanne Baird's lovely new home in Columbia 

Tusculum.  About 35 Camargo Hunt ladies and friends had a great time 

basking in the glow of a spectacular autumn sunset on the rooftop terraces, 

enjoying wine and wonderful fall viands. Dinner was provided by Jeff 

Thomas Catering. The party lasted well into the evening.  The event was 

hosted by the Riverside Divas:  

 

Vicki Andrews, 

 Suzanne Baird, 

 Liz Brown, 

 Barb Kreider, 

 Connie Palazzolo, and  

Tory Watters. 

 

 Attendees were the first 35 ladies to sign up at the Silent Auction 

of the 2015 Camargo Hunt Gala. 

At one point in the evening, a tux-attired wily fox slipped into the 

party to the surprise of everyone--an unexpected tally-ho!  His identity is 

unknown, and he is apparently still on the run.  Will he return next 

year?  Find out by signing up early for next year’s event at the Silent 

Auction at the 2016 Gala on May 14th. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Christmas Party 

Christmas Party at Brown Hall, 

December 5 hosted by the Lees 

 

Hosted: 

Barb and Gary Kreider 

Suzanne and Jeff Mohr 

Julie and Phil Myers 

Libby and Kevin Ott 

Pam and Martin Popp 

Susan and Alan Stuart 

Brenda and Morley Thompson 

Paula and Tory Watters 

 

Christmas Party at Tory Watters, 

December 12 

 



 

 

 

  

 

Babcocks Christmas 

Christmas at Downton Abbey 

 The Babcocks learned about a chance to visit Downton Abbey by researching Peter Brooks’ 

Worldwide Hunting Directory. When Carla called Peter, she quickly charmed her way into an invitation to 

visit Peter and Ellen in London, before going to Downton Abbey. The Brooks are members of the Savile 

Club in the Mayfair district. Savile Club members of the past have included Rudyard Kipling and H.G. 

Wells. Friday night dinner at the Savile Club was held in an upstairs room that served as the jazz club 

scene where Lady Rose befriended a singer in Downton Abbey. The front of the Savile served as Lady 

Edith’s publishing company. The Babcocks stayed at the K.K George Hotel.  

 Saturday was free to explore London and enjoy dinner at Highclere Castle. John wore his pink silks 

to dinner and caught the eye of Fiona, Lady Carnarvon. They met Camilla Clutterbuck, a retired MFH of 

the Vine and Craven Hunt which is kenneled at Highclere. Carla immediately went to work planning a 

return visit, to include hunting with both Vine and Craven and Kimblewick, the home of the UK pony club 

whose members visited the Camargo Hunt in Owen County last fall. On Sunday, life returned to normal 

with a bus tour of London and a boat ride on the River Thames. Monday there was still time for Fortnum 

and Mason and a tour of Kensington palace, while enjoying London decked out for an English Christmas.  

 



 

 

 

  

 

Horse Trailer 

Our generous members who made this project possible: 

Heath and Courtney Ball, 

Julie and Phil Myers, 

Morley Thompson, 

David Cawdrey, 

Caryn and Art Lee, 

Suzanne Baird, 

Connie Palazzolo,  

Carla and John Babcock, 

Marcy Mongon, 

Annette and Terry Adams, 

Paula Watters, 

Belinda Peace, 

Lori Baker, 

Libby Ott , 

Sue Lora, and 

Beth Compton. 

 Designed by Leslie Shiels  

 

Horse Trailer 



 

 

    

 

Field Trips 

Field Trip to Aiken, South Carolina 

     Tryon, North Carolina  

Part One:  Aiken, South Carolina 

Whiskey Road Hounds and Aiken Hounds 

           Hunt members Natalie Nesbitt, Terry and Annette Adams, 

John and Carla Babcock, and your editor set out on Wednesday, 

February 17, 2016, for a now annual winter break. The Babcocks 

awoke at Blue Moon Farm to learn that Logan, John’s horse, had 

cut his cheek on his water bucket during the night. The veterinarian, 

Mark Burroughs, was called to sew up the wound. Afterwards 

Logan needed to wake up so that he could safely ride in the trailer.  

So departure was delayed from 7:00 a.m to 10:00  a.m. Eleven 

hours later the horses were put up at the Highfields Equestrian 

Center in Aiken, South Carolina, where Danny Kerr had arrived 

with five other horses for the rest of the party. On day one, we 

packed up and headed off to George and Sondra Drafts’ farm for 

the Whiskey Road Hounds Hunt on Thursday. Gray foxes, coyotes, 

and occasionally bobcats are hunted there. The Drafts’ 400-acre 

Oxbow Ranch raises beef cattle. The fixture was comprised of the 

Drafts’ farm and their neighbor, Mark Jackson’s straw farm. He 

raises long leaf pines for mulch. The Drafts moved from Lexington, 

Kentucky, fifteen years ago when their farm was taken over by 

development. Mark, whose pine farm we hunted, is a medical 

evacuation pilot.  

 

The riders from Camargo Hunt 

The riders raring to go  Aiken Hounds are ready to go to work.  

 



 

 

 

  

 

Field Trips 

 Friday was a day off. Carla and John went for a trail ride after picking up 

their horses to give them a day out instead of being cooped up in the stall. The 

rest of us went sightseeing and shopping in Aiken, learning about its two-hundred 

years of equestrian sports history.  

The high point of the tour in Aiken was the hunt in Hitchcock Woods on 

Saturday. This much celebrated fixture consists of 5,000 acres of southern pine 

woods right in Aiken. It was a junior hunt as well. At least eighty riders turned 

out, and Linda Knox McClean, MFH, greeted us all in turn. Her parents gave 

Hitchcock Woods to Aiken to preserve the green space for riding for all time.  

There were late middle-aged riders who had been fox hunting for their entire lives 

and young persons who had not fox hunted before. The fixture featured gentle 

hills, sandy paths, wide trails, and many checks. The drag trail was laid out while 

we checked. We viewed the hounds many times as they followed the trail.  

 

Part Two:  Tryon, North Carolina- Green Creek Hounds 

The day was divided between the hunt in Hitchcock Woods and the drive 

to Tryon. We left directly from Hitchcock Woods and arrived a little before 3:00. 

Saturday night, we enjoyed a big dinner party at Philip and Emmy Osborne’s 

home to celebrate the old guard of retired masters of fox hounds and huntsmen. 

Ann and Billy Chatfield from Cincinnati came to dinner, too.  

The big event in Tryon was a joint hunt with the Green Creek Hounds on 

Sunday. Tot for Green Creek Hounds and Danny Kerr for the Camargo Hunt both 

brought their hounds and worked together over the country. North Carolina was 

much greener than South Carolina, with woods, hills, and streams very similar to 

the Owen County hunt country. Streams were crossed many times, while the 

trails were sandy and muddy, with holes on both sides and in the middle of the 

trail. Trotting and cantering was done at length, even by the third field. Two 

young children of a woman who rode with us had taken lessons for a couple of 

years and were out for the first time. This hunt lasted about two and a half hours. 

We watched Downton Abbey in the evening at the Osbornes. The next day, we 

got up and drove back to Cincinnati, by then, a seven-and-a-half-hour trip. The 

whole outing was six days of nonstop equestrian activity with a great variety of 

people, horses, and fixtures and good, clean fun. 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

Farewell Carroll 

Farewell Carroll  

 

Dr. Carroll L. Witten Jr., Simpsonville, Kentucky passed away peacefully, surrounded 

by his family and friends, after a short illness on March 5, 2016. He was 65. Carroll 

was a board certified orthopedic surgeon and employed by Norton Hospitals. He 

attended Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia, where he earned his bachelor’s. Then 

he attended the University of Louisville School of Medicine where he earned his 

doctorate in orthopedic medicine. He lived life to the fullest. He loved cooking. His 

favorite places to be were in the operating room and outdoors fox hunting. Carroll was 

a member of both Camargo Hunt and Long Run Hounds. At the time of his death, he 

was the longest continual riding member of the Long Run. During those years, he 

served as a whip, both at Camargo and Long Run, as well as a first field Master at 

Long Run. Besides Camargo and Long Run, Carroll often hunted with Iroquois, 

Woodford, and many other hunts in the United States and had a half dozen hunting 

trips to Ireland. Most who have hunted with Carroll have their own special “Carroll 

Witten Stories” to tell. David Cawdry recently replayed his recollection of hunting 

with Carroll with Woodford at Shakertown. “While in midair, side by side, over a 

stone wall, David noticed Carroll had removed his bowler derby and was tipping it at 

him.”  

 



 

 

  

  

 

Hunt Gala Ball 

Contact Suzanne Baird  

sdbaird326@gmail.com  

(513)745-0427 

mailto:sdbaird326@gmail.com
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Blessings Collage 
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 Calendar and Membership 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

2016-2017 

The Camargo Hunt is currently accepting applications for new members. Social and various levels of riding memberships are 

available. 

Contact: Hunt Secretary, Natalie Nesbitt, at (513) 313-5839 or purple@reagan.com, or visit the Hunt’s website at 

www.camargohunt.org. 

 

 

Fall   2016 

Monday, September 5 

   Labor Day Opening Hunt 

Saturday, October 1 

  76
th

 Camargo Hunter Trails, Clippinger Field  

Saturday, October 8 

   Blessing of the Hounds,   Little Red Schoolhouse 

Sunday, October 23 

   North American Junior Field Hunter Championship Finals, at Iroquois 
 

 

Spring  2016 

Saturday, April 2 

  Courtland Farm, Owen County, BTS at Ball’s 

Sunday, April 3 

  Old Poindexter, Owen County, BTS at Plettner’s 

Tuesday, April 5 

  Camargo Kennels - BTS 

Wednesday, April 6 

   Annual Dinner Meeting  

Saturday, April 9 

   Trail Ride, Milton, KY   

Thursday, May 19-22  

   Hocking Hills Trip     

 Summer  2016 

Saturday, June 4 

   Trail Ride Gordon’s Gallop Farm, Cynthiana, KY 

Sunday, June 5 

   Trail Ride Wattership Downs/ Phantom Ridge/ TBA, Owen County, KY 

Tuesdays and Thursdays at 10AM 
    Summer Hound Walking  

Monday, July 4 

    Fourth of July Parade, 9AM Cincinnati Country Day parking lot 

Thursday, July 14 

    Trail Ride, Indian Hill 

Saturday, August 20 

    Owen County Hunt Clinic  

Sunday, August 21 

    Owen County Pace  

Saturday, August 27   

    North American Junior Field Hunter Championship Qualifier Camargo 

hosting in Owen County 

 

 

mailto:purple@reagan.com


 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you Camargo Hunt for a wonderful season! 


