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 TO THE FARMERS 
  

When we bid a farewell to the season 
And turn out our hunters to grass, 

‘Twould be surely the blackest of treason 
To go without filling a glass 

To the men who have furthered our pastime 
By lending their fields for the fun! 

Here’s ‘The Farmers!” – Once, twice, and a last 
time- 

And ‘Grandfather, father and son!’ 
  

Looking back on the season that’s ended, 
We blush for our track in the seeds, 
For the fences we left to be mended, 

And the damage we did in the swedes; 
And so, when we know there’s no brooding 

And the mending is cheerfully done, 
Let us drink to the farmers; including 

The grandfather, father, and son! 
  

From that rattling good day in November 
Up to yesterday’s wonderful burst 

There is scarcely a run we remember 
When a farmer was other than first. 

It’s because when the pace becomes clinking 
They can ride with us second to none 

That we drink – with our hearts in the drinking – 

‘The Farmers! – Sire, grandsire, and son!’ 

 W H Ogilvie 
 

Courtesy of Bobbi Hart 

With special thanks to Danielle Brinkmann, 
editorial and composition assistant. 

 Dear Reader, 

While the 2014-2015 Hunt season may have been 
largely washed out, our resourceful members roared into 
action and produced a welter of Summer 2015 events. They 
foiled the foul weather with trail rides, paces, a hunt clinic, a 
preopening hunt, a mock hunt, a horse show, trail clearings, 
and visits to other hunts and exotic tropical islands.  

Our photogenic members and guests turned out in 
their best bib and tucker for the Hunt Ball on May 16th to get 
summer off to a fancy dress start. Paula Watters, Suzanne 
Baird, and their hard-working committee produced an event 
to remember. We have included portrait photos of many of 
you arriving at the ball. Your “dress kits” insured an elegant 
evening. It was a social and fundraising triumph.  

Reports of the Hunt’s many activities throughout the 
summer are included in this issue. Huntsman Danny Kerr 
bounced back from shoulder surgery and was fit and ready 
to run by the opening hunt this fall. 

Huzzahs to Carla Babcock for her photo art picture 
of Janice Snelling and the horse crossing sign at the Little 
Red School House that appeared inside the back cover of the 
summer issue of Covertside, (on the right, below). 

Enjoy! 

Frank Welsh 

Susan Stuart 

 

Susan, Frank, and Pam Popp, 
Labor Day Opening Brunch 

Letter from the Editor 

Janice Snelling 



 
 

  
Summer Trail Rides  
 

The Hounds Enjoying a Summer Walk. 
July 2015 eCovertside Photo of the Month 

Carla Babcock, Photographer 

Roading the Hounds 



 
 

 

Summer Trail Rides 
 

 On July 11, 2015, twelve riders, six guests, and six 
Camargo Hunt folks including, Connie Palazzolo, Suzanne Baird, 
Julie Baldwin, Jennifer Kahmann, Natalie Nesbitt, and Becky 
Kimmerly, came out to enjoy a trail ride at Versailles State Park 
in Indiana. The ride began at 9 in the morning and concluded at 
10:30. The rain held off and the weather remained cool 
throughout the ride. The trail was a bit soupy but was fine for the 
riders and the horses. Once the trail ride concluded, all were 
welcomed for lunch at the O’Reilly’s Sycamore Hollow Farm.  

The riders and guests were treated to a tasty lunch of 
Southern fried chicken and biscuits with honey. Everyone 
gathered under a large 200-year-old Sycamore tree to eat lunch 
and enjoy white sangria and snacks as they shared stories after 
the ride. Then, “Cowboy” Jim O’Reilly gave tours of the farm on 
his Polaris Ranger and chauffeured the riders to and from their 
parked rigs. Overall, the weather was beautiful and cool, and it 
was a fun day that was enjoyed by everyone.  

 

 

Janice Holmes 

Sarah Oelerich and student 



 
 

  

 

National Business Hunt Clinic  
 

             

On Saturday, August 15, the Hunt 
Clinic was again held this year at the 
Phantom Ridge Farm. Trainers who 
contributed their time and energy included 
Sarah Oelerich of Honeytree Farm. She 
took the advanced group out. They jumped 
the doublewide coop, the skinny coop, 
Lee’s jump--which had significant up and 
down hill challenges through trees--and a 
stone wall. Thirteen riders went out in this 
group.  
 Janice Holmes of Holmestead 
Stables took the intermediates out jumping 
coops and logs, cantering up and down 
steep slopes and making steep creek 
crossings. Twelve riders participated in 
this group.  
 Rebecca Trasser-Kimmerly and 
Jim Plettner led the Hilltoppers, covering 
the basics of hilltopping such as the 
walking reverse, letting huntsman and staff 
by on a trail, crossing big ditches where 
horses tend to leap across, and steep creek 
crossings. 
 

Horse flies caused some 
excitement. At one point, riders enjoyed a 
well-executed rodeo exhibition with 
Christi demonstrating how to stay in the 
saddle of a bucking Percheron!  Gate-
opening, jumping/hopping ditches, 
crossing creeks, trotting/cantering up and 
down hills, and reverse trail walking were 
taught with skill and patience. All great 
preparation for the upcoming hunt season! 

Thanks Deb for the delicious lunch! 

The Young Riders 



 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  
  

 

Tory and Paula Watters enjoy 
riding on their property. 

Sunday, August 16, was a beautiful 
day in Owen County, Kentucky, when team 
after team set out to compete in three 
different pace events.  

  The Pace was cast from Phantom 
Ridge Farm next door to Old Poindexter 
Farm. There were 40 riders in all, including 
members of the Making Stripes Pony Club, 
Honeytree Farm, the Camargo Hunt, which 
contributed 20 riders, the Iroquois, which 
had 2 riders, Rocky Fork, 2 riders, and 
couples from Owenton and Dry Ridge, 
Kentucky. The course was approximately 
40 minutes long. Much of it was shaded 
woods and river trails. Here again, the 
competition was brisk and all categories 
strived to improve their skills. 

Those in the Qualified Hunter Pace 
reported going over at least 25 jumps 
during the afternoon. As interesting as 
anything, the whole pace was videotaped 
with a helmet camera! It was quite a ride. 

Jim and Deb Plettner 

Genie Redman avec chapeau 

Pace 



 
 

  

 
PACE WINNERS 

 

QUALIFIED HUNTER PACE 

1st John and Linda McKean 

2nd John Meahl and Janice Snelling 

3rd Carla Babcock and Korey Holcomb 

4th Coutney and Heath Ball 

5th Melinda Thomas, Connie Palazzolo 

and Suzanne Baird 

 

QUALIFIED HILLTOPPER PACE 

1st Maxwell Round, Katie Coffield and 

Tory Watters 

2nd John Meahl, Lori Lischkge and Janice 

Snelling 

3rd Julie Ward and Cynthia Smith 

4th Dale Mattingly and Pam Popp 

5th Sarah Wendel and Belinda Peace 

6th  Caitlyn Polak, Lori Lischkge and 

Genie Redman 

 

OPEN PACE 

1st Elizabeth Coaty and Isabel Berglund 

2nd Lauren Niebel and Eleanor Celarek 

3rd Roxanne Sommers and Jennifer 

McClure 

4th Caitlyn Polak and Abby Graham 

5th Kayla Macciocchi and Samantha Neal 

 

Pace 



 
 

  

 
Mock Hunt 

 
 By: Becky Trasser-Kimmerly 
 

On Saturday, August 29, we hosted the 
Second Annual  Mock Hunt at the kennels.  We 
had an astonishing 45 mounted riders. Nine 
were Camargo Hunt members.  The day started 
with a brief introduction about fox hunting by 
Trena Kerr, our fox for the day.  Our five 
selected hounds were cast and quickly followed 
the scent.   A good chase ensued though Middle 
Creek Park over fun new fences. Both fields 
viewed at the power lines on the other side of 
Middle Creek Road. Trena briefly talked and 
answered questions about our chase.  We cast 
the hounds again on our way back towards the 
kennels. But this time our hounds were out-
foxed, (See photo).  They ran right past her!    
 

A caravan of cars led by Dale Mattingly 
drove to our check point on Middle Creek Road 
where parents and spectators could view and 
take photos.    
 

Lunch and raffle followed, provided by 
volunteers and donations.  This was the perfect 
time to quiz the riders, who ranged in age from 
8 to 50.  Colors were awarded for the day, and 
we enjoyed seeing new faces eager to learn 
about our sport as we talked about the "hunt."  
They all received a cap to hunt with us this 
season, and I know a few that plan to attend 
and partake in a "REAL" experience soon.    
 

Thank you to all of our volunteers and 
members that made this event possible:   
Melanie Drury, Dale Mattingly, Greg and 
Shelli Gillman, Lori Lischkge, Connie 
Palazzolo, Trena Kerr, Janice Snelling, Kerry 
Daus, Natalie Nesbitt, and Mike Kimmerly.    
 

                         Becky 

Mock Hunt  

Trena Kerr, our fox for the day! 



 
 

  

 

Hunt Ball 

The Hunt Ball of 2015 was a 
blow-out success. Committee heads 
Paula Watters and Suzanne Baird 
worked their fingers to the bone to create 
the most magnificent ball ever to 
entertain Hunt members. The Hunt Ball 
committee included Connie Palazzolo, 
Carol Hake, Kerry Daus, Carla Babcock, 
Julie Baldwin, Judith Davis, Joanne 
Kuntz, Susan Lora, Libby Ott, Deb 
Plettner, and Tori Watters. Connie 
Palazzolo assembled the 128 items laid 
out for the silent auction. Leslie Shiels 
did art work for the invitations. Carla 
Babcock worked with her to make sure 
they were widely distributed throughout 
the equestrian community. Carol Hake 
created our beautiful centerpieces, and 
the entire committee pitched in to set the 
tables. The Ball featured a live auction 
of 9 items, including 5 puppies whose 
naming rights were auctioned off. 
Members who bid for naming nights 
were quite generous in providing for the 
Hunt. The principal sources of funds for 
this year’s Hunt were raffle tickets, the 
silent auction, the live auction, and the 
attendance of more than 250 people. 
Fifty guests signed up in the last 48 
hours before the Ball and made seating 
arrangements a special challenge.  

   

 

The Ball was held in two large tents. The 
opening cocktail hour was held in the 
silent auction tent, and everyone had a 
fine time speculating in the market for 
Hunt memorabilia and paraphernalia. The 
band was very popular and eager to come 
back next year. The bartenders, who were 
kept busy all night, also asked to return. 

The Hunt Ball was held at Ray and 
Linda Schilderink’s estate home on 
Cunningham Road. It was undoubtedly 
the most marvelous setting possible for 
the occasion. There was rain late in the 
day before and during the party, but the 
hosts hustled about personally pulling 
covers over the band’s electronic gear and 
securing the rest of the perimeter to make 
sure that everything stayed dry. 

 The Hunt Ball committee meetings 
commenced in November 2014, and 
members took turns hosting meetings in 
their homes. The tents were let from 
Camargo Rentals who rose to the occasion 
when so many late reservations were 
received. They had no trouble keeping up 
the flow. Whereas the 2014 Hunt Ball was 
a costume party in 1920s attire, this year’s 
dress was formal. The elegant setting 
demanded it. A golf cart was even 
commandeered to go between the tent and 
the bathroom when it got a little sprinkly. 
The planners found putting together the 
Ball so rewarding and gratifying that 
Suzanne Baird and Connie Palazzolo 
stepped forward to put on the Ball again in 
2016. We wish them well and will all help 
to insure their success.  

 

 



 
 

 

 

Hunt Ball 

Art and Caryn Lee Beth and Doug 
Compton 

Shelby Wood, Cora Ogle, 
and Dale Mattingly 

Anne Finn and Julie 
Myers 

Ellen Shown and 
Nancy Steman 

Barb and Gary 
Kreider 

John Meahl and Sue 
Lora 

Mark and Lois 
Sedacca 

David Sanders, Amy 
Chacksfield, and Betsy Findlay 

Valerie, Alex, and 
Martin Haskell 

Terry and 
Annette Adams 

Chris Contan and 
Billy Larkin 

Anne Finn, John Finn, 
and Susan Brewer Tom and Barb Blalock Newell and Peggy 

Crane 

Korey Holcomb and 
Haley Schwartz Brandon Dobbs and 

Jamie Humes 

Grace Cawdrey, Liza 
Randman, and Sarah Kanter 



 
 

  

 

  

 

 

Hunt Ball 

 

Becky Kimmerly and 
Cathy Jacob 

Lt. Col. Juan Carlos Garcia, 
Suzanne Baird, and Tori 

Watters 

Debi and Dale Gregory Katie Donaldson, Debi 
Gregory, Samantha Neal, 
and Dale Gregory 

Kathryn Wong and 
Scott Kremer  

Gina and J.G McCord 

Lindsay Hanson and 
Chase Shiels Jim Steigletter and 

Barb Edwards 



 
 

 

  

 

 

Owen County 

Treasures of Owen County 



 
 

  

 

 

Field Trips  

 

Channeling the Oregon 
coast ride last year,   Frank 

and Rosemary Welsh 
found themselves in 

Bermuda in May.        
They rode through the 
gorse and down to the 

beach, but only one horse 
would actually dip her toes 

into the water evidently 
too infirm underfoot! 

 



 
 

 

 

    

 
The Shows Must Go On 

 While the Hunt has had a quiet year due 
to unseasonably severe winter weather and 
summer rains, equine sports in general are having 
a fine time. American Pharaoh broke the ice by 
winning the first “Triple Crown” in thirty-seven 
years. Here in the Ohio Valley, numerous horse 
shows are held every year. Especially engaging is 
the Mid-South Eventing and Dressage 
Association which sanctions dozens of shows in 
three regions: Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky; 
Louisville and Southern Indiana; and Lexington. 
No fewer than twenty-three horse shows are 
planned by the Association for 2015. 

 A typical show was held at Holmestead 
Stables on June 27, 2015. Combined tests of 
dressage and jumping were held at several 
different levels, with two to six competitors at 
each level. In addition to the stable-based horses 
and riders, contestants came from as far away as 
Dayton, Lebanon, Louisville, and Lexington to 
compete in the USEF-sanctioned event. There 
were 50 registrants in all. On Saturday the 
weather was misty and rainy, but on Sunday the 
skies cleared. It was sunny, warm, and beautiful 
by the time the upper level riders competed in 
show jumping.  

Warming up 

Surveying the jumps 

A word of encouragement The Occasion 
Dressage 

Holmestead Stables Show 



 
 

 

  

 
 Dressage competition ranged from introductory 
to second level. Show jumping went from cross rails to 
training. Because of the wet weather, the ground was 
soft and irregular in the pasture where the jump course 
had been set up. In forty minutes flat, everybody, riders 
and spectators alike, pitched in and moved the entire 
12-jump course into the sand arena. Judge Betty Ortlieb 
braved high water, flooding, and downed trees in 
Kentucky to come for the show. However, the technical 
delegate for the Mid-South Eventing and Dressage 
Association was unable to get out of her driveway due 
to a downed tree. The president of the organization 
issued a waiver and appointed Janice Holmes as the 
technical delegate so the show could go on.  

 Much to everyone’s delight, Janice’s cousins, 
Vicky Dunn and Jessica Otte, came from West Virginia 
and brought home-grown, organically raised beef, 
chicken, and vegetables from their farm for lunch. They 
set up a delightful food stand right at the barn. Their 
hamburgers, hotdogs, and fresh chicken salad were 
enjoyed by all. Suzanne Fisher photographed the riders 
from all angles. Her photos proved invaluable for 
analyzing riders’ techniques, and many opportunities 
for improvement could be identified. It was a fine 
outing, and the competitors went home with a goodly 
number of ribbons.  

 

Frank Welsh 

A Year’s Worth of Competition 

Holmestead Stables Horse 
Show-Thumbs Up! 

Snacks The Many Shows 

Holmstead Stables Show 



 
 

 
 
  

 

Special Events   

 
 Matthew and Maxwell 

Round both attended Culver 
Military Academy's Summer 
School of Horsemanship in 
Indiana.  They rode with the Black 
Horse Troop and competed in all 
things equestrian.  Matt, there for 
his second year, served as second-
in-command of the Black Horse 
Troop. Max attended for his first 
year and demonstrated his 
horsemanship and agility on many 
occasions, including mounting a 
horse on the run (See photo).  The 
Black Horse Troop is the oldest 
established school cavalry unit in 
the country and has ridden in 
United States Presidential 
inaugural parades since 
1913.   Although the boys are 
accomplished riders, they were 
sufficiently challenged by the 
Troop Hike and the Rough Riding 
classes.  The Troop Hike is a three-
day camping expedition on 
horseback.  The boys lived in tents, 
cooked outdoors, and cared for the 
horses on the march. They learned 
cavalry tactics and historic cavalry 
battles and re-enacted one of the 
battles.  The Rough Riding class 
taught gymnastics on horseback -- 
like riding standing up on the 
saddle -- and even how to safely 
take a tumble should the occasion 
arise. Weekly parades in full dress 
uniforms marked progress through 
the summer.   Matt and Max also 
participated in a full range of 
camping activities, such as 
swimming, sailing, and canoeing. 

 



 
 

 

  

WELCOME! 

The Camargo Hunt would like to extend a hearty welcome                                   

to our newest members:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to Camargo Hunt. 

Please be sure and search out and greet our newest members at our next event.  

Looking forward to seeing you soon.  

Natalie Nesbitt, Secretary, CH 
__._,_.___ 

 

New Members 

 
Cindy and John van Aalst from Walton, KY 

Micah Carr from Loveland, OH 

Elizabeth, Charles, and Charles (Jr.) Johnson from Indian Hill, OH 

Taylor Roby from Florence, KY 

 



 
 

  

 

 

Calendar 

 
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

2015-2016 
The Camargo Hunt is currently accepting applications for new members. Social and various levels of 

riding memberships are available. 

Contact: Hunt Secretary, Natalie Nesbitt, at (513) 313-5839 or purple@reagan.com, or the Hunt’s 
website at www.camargohunt.org 

 

 

 

mailto:purple@reagan.com


 
 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 

             Highlights 

November 1st 



 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Beautiful Owen County Sunrise and the Young Riders 
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