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Letter to the Reader 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Dear Fox Hunter, 
Everything was going so well. Andy Bozdan 

finished his first full year as Camargo’s Huntsman, Erin 
Wakefield hers as professional whip. Mild weather 
invited hunt after hunt through January and February. It 
promised to be a season to remember- and it was, but not 
as we hoped. It seemed to come out of nowhere. Reports 
filtered in about a new viral contagion from abroad. At 
first it seemed like the flu; it would come, it would go. 
But it didn’t. It caused COVID-19, a severe pulmonary 
infection that proved fatal all too often to the elderly. 
And it ended our hunting season in mid-March 2020. 

Social distancing, wearing face masks, washing 
hands, and staying at home became the orders of the day. 
The hounds were retired from the field. Brown Hall was 
put up for sale. Andy and Erin booked dog shows to 
judge in the spring. The shows were cancelled. Our 
mounts were put in a kind of fresh-air lockdown. No 
hunts, no riding, no joy. 

Still, it was a great year as long as it lasted. You 
can read about our many traditional activities in this 
issue. 

Temporary quarters for the hounds were built in 
the Myers’ Carolina barn. New Master of Foxhounds 
Andrew Bowen’s gift of land was smoothed off. A new 
stable was built for the horses, a new home for the 
Huntsman, and in due course, new kennels for the 
hounds. The home, stable and kennels were discreetly 
situated just off Pleasant Grove Road near Mussel Shoals 
hunt fixture in eastern Owen County, Kentucky. The 
beautiful home’s front porch was used just once for the 
last bring-to-share of the 2019-2020 season. It was held 
on an outdoor balcony. We huddled together in the 
drizzling rain for the last time in months, not knowing 
that we’d have to practice social distancing during the 
looming pandemic. Who knew it was coming? It was a 
cold and rainy day, but Cindi Whitacre and Amber Bagby 
cooked up brats and metts. We were warmed by the 
occasion and celebrated what season there was. 

This summer 2020 issue features another 
installment in our Masters’ series. This time Morley 
Thompson tells about his illustrious equestrian career in 
both eventing and hunting. Inside the back cover you can 
see one of Morley’s stories, which we hope will become 
serialized in Hark Together. 

Huntsman Andy Bozdan, fox hunting’s 
Ambassador-at-Large, addressed the Ohio Society on 
January 15, 2020, with a detailed account of his role. He 

demonstrated eight horn calls during his talk. You will be 
able to hear them and the entire talk on the Hunt website 
under Newsletter.  

A highlight this spring was our first exchange 
hunt of the new decade. Fully 17 members went to Hull, 
Georgia, February 20-23, 2020, to hunt with our sister 
hunt, Shakerag Hounds. Don’t miss the story and photos 
in the centerfold of this issue. 

Most newsworthy was the greatly ramped up 
number of spring hunts held. Mild weather, a number of 
scheduling innovations, and close collaboration between 
the Masters and huntsman made it possible. Innovations 
included the following: 

A. Dropping Sunday hunts for now; 
B. Close attention to the weather; 
C. Replacing weather cancellations with the earliest 

possible sunny day that follows; 
D. Setting hunt dates and fixtures partially in 

advance and partially on the run; 
E. Being open to hunting on Thursdays, Fridays, 

and Sundays (as well as Saturdays and Tuesdays) 
while seeking sun and shunning rain; and 

F. Rotating the fixtures at two-to-three-week 
intervals to allow the game to return and yield 
more views. 

Don’t miss Andy’s ongoing narratives of Saturday’s 
hunts in “Hark Monday” and Tuesday’s hunts in Hark 
Thursday. It’s a new era for the new decade with more 
hunts during the winter. The total number of hunts for the 
2019-2020 season was 33. 

Also notable were the retirements of Masters of 
Foxhounds Courtney Ball and John Babcock. Both 
completed illustrious careers. We certainly thank them 
for their service, which is much appreciated. We greet the 
new decade with a new look for Hark Together and hope 
you like it. 

 
Frank Welsh, Editor 

Dahlia Wang, Ursuline Academy, Class of 2020  
Hope Seibert, Ursuline Academy, Class of 2022 

“...It was the best of times, the worst of times…” 
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Letter from the President  
Dear Members, 
 
We are writing to inform you of some important changes within Camargo Hunt. Both Dr. John Babcock and 
Mr. Courtney Ball have chosen to retire from their positions as Masters of Foxhounds.  We are honored by 
their decades of support and many contributions to our hunt.  Both will continue as riding members and will 
fill in as 2nd Field Masters as needed. Both have expressed that they want to continue to enjoy the sport of 
fox hunting with Camargo while no longer having the responsibilities and stresses of being an MFH. They 
and the three continuing MFH’s have chosen not to nominate any new MFH at this time. 
 
Although their contributions are too lengthy to be listed, here are some highlights: 
 
Dr. John Babcock 

 
Camargo MFH from 1995 to 2020, long-term board member and chairman, key leader for hunting in Indian 
Hill and other Ohio venues, including trail clearing, and landowner/village relations, etc.  Avid supporter of 
the Hunter Trials, including course set-up and take-down, competitor, and ringmaster.  At their Owen County 
hunt box, John and Carla hosted many guests and BTS events and have been key in organizing Camargo 
visits to other hunts.  They have also housed the Hunt & Hack in their basement for many years. 
 

 
Mr. Courtney Ball 

 
Camargo MFH from 1997 to 2020, after being founder and MFH of Owen County Hounds.  His vision 
started all fox hunting in Owen County. Courtney has been a long-term board member, key leader for hunting 
in Owen County, including trail clearing and landowner relations. Regular supporter of the Hunter Trials as 
ringmaster.  Courtney and Heath’s \Courtland Farm in Owen County was the foundation for hunting there. 
They hosted many guests and BTS events and have been key in organizing Camargo visits to other hunts. 
 
In addition to their time, these leaders have regularly and generously supported the Hunt financially through 
donated items, services, and equipment as well as gala auction items. 
 
We are honored to have these two great men as part of our club, which has greatly benefited from their 
dedication and support.  We are forever in their debt. 
 
When we are finally able to have our Annual Meeting, we will further honor their contributions to Camargo 
Hunt. 
 
We look forward to seeing you again soon at exciting Camargo Hunt activities over the summer and once our 
season resumes. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Andrew C. Bowen, MFH 
Natalie R. Nesbitt, MFH 
Morley P. Thompson, MFH 
 

Retirements 2020 
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Brown Hall today 

 

A masked picnic at BH during Covid-19 

 

Quail pen included at BH 

 

Early in 2020, long-time Hunt members Art 
and Caryn Lee put their beautiful Owen County 
property up for sale. The centerpiece is Brown Hall, 
where the Lees had hosted many Hunt functions. They 
divided the property into three parts, leaving Brown 
Hall and three acres for the asking. On April 9, 2020, 
Phil Meyers made a few phone calls. In a matter of 
hours, he found eight hunt members who promised to 
put up the cash. Three more jumped aboard the next 
week. By April 14, Patrick Nesbitt had drafted an 
engagement letter, and he circulated more formal 
subscription forms two weeks later. On May 13, 2020, 
Brown Hall Fixture, LLC, was formed, and the 
property was purchased on May 15, 2020. Huzzah!  

As luck would have it, Morley Thompson 
retired from his day job and volunteered to manage the 
property. The Camargo Hunt Clubhouse was born! 

BROWN HALL 
The Camargo Hunt’s 

New Clubhouse 
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Brown Hall Trail Ride  
Saturday, June 13, 2020, was a gorgeous 

sunny day in Owen County and a fine day to kick-
off the summer season. It took several weeks of 
careful planning by Lori Baker and jousting with 
Sign-Up Genius to organize the gathering. Members 
and friends gathered at their newly minted 
Clubhouse, Brown The occasion was notable 
because it was the first get-together for the Hunt 
since the Covid-19 pandemic had put a halt to most 
Hunt activities and everyone’s normal daily 
routines. The last gathering of the Hunt was at 
Mussel Shoals, on the porch of the Huntsman’s new 
house. 

Thirty riders embarked on our first trail ride 
of the summer and the first Hunt event cast from our 
new Clubhouse at Brown Hall Fixture, LLC. They 
set out at 10 a.m. on a beautiful morning and 
paraded down the hill over the new easement that 
accessed most of the central Kentucky hunt country 
in Owen County. The gathering included members 
and guests from around the tristate area. Spirits ran 
high as they toured the Hunt fixtures. The 
wildflowers in the meadows were in bloom and 

added to the beauty of the summer setting.  
Two fields went out that morning. The 

jumping field was led by Andy Bozdan, and the 
walking, trotting, and cantering field was led by 
whip Cindi Whitacre. Andy outlined the rules about 
opening and closing the gates and watching out for 
cattle in case they spooked the horses. Andy 
predicted that the Hunt would be out an hour and a 
half, and he returned everyone to Brown Hall to the 
minute! 

Afterwards there was a bring-to-share laid 
out by Jim and Carol O’Reilly. Maintaining social 
distancing and strict sanitation made it was possible 
to have a nice gathering, complete with hot 
hamburger sandwiches. People spread out their 
folding chairs around the perimeter of the new 
property and got reacquainted after the strict 
quarantine. 

Many thanks to the wonderful organizer, 
Lori Baker, and to Andy Bozdan and Cindi Whitacre 
for their leading the fields, and to everyone who 
helped make this day a success! 
 

Saturday, June 13, 2020 

An After Quarantine Reunion 

A cool trek in the woods A right turn home Time to hark together and set out 
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Morley Thompson, MFH 
IN HIS OWN WORDS

Portrait of a Master 
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People have asked when I started hunting with 

Camargo. I wish I knew exactly, but I can bracket it to 
1969 or 1970 when I was 13 or 14 years old. I know I 
hunted my “pony,” 14.3 hand Keaton, before I got my 
first thoroughbred horse, Willy, in 1970. I was fortunate 
to grow up in a very horsey family. My mother started 
hunting with Camargo at the encouragement of a family 
friend. When my sister Page and I got horses, we also 
started hunting. I was very involved in Pony Club, and 
back then there were very strong ties between the Pony 
Club and the Hunt. Pony Club also introduced me to 
eventing. During my school years in Cincinnati, I was 
very active in both hunting and eventing. Our house 
bordered the Emery’s Peterloon estate, a favorite hunt 
venue that connected with the Indian Hill bridle trails. I 
would come home from school, hop on my horse, and 
disappear for hours by myself.  

Those were years of major change for Camargo. 
When I started hunting, our kennels were in Indian Hill. 
Russell McKee was our huntsman, and all of our hunts 
were in Indian Hill. During my high school years, we 
moved the kennels to Moscow, Ohio, and hired Peggy Z. 
as our huntsman. Before that transition, very few 
members even owned trailers. Most hacked to the meets. 
Many members boarded at Camargo Stables, and grooms 
would bring members’ horses to the meets by riding one 
horse and ponying two others at the same time. When we 
transitioned eastward, some members were not willing to 
travel and never bought trailers. 

During my college years and early career, I did 
not ride consistently or have a horse in each city where I 
lived. But since my mother and sister were still very 
active with horses, I could come back to Cincinnati and 
ride. Some years, the Thanksgiving Day hunt was the 
only time I rode all year. I also took advantage of the 
great fox hunting network around the country, and 
Camargo’s Masters of Foxhounds were always willing to 
write a letter that would open the door for me to guest 
hunt in other cities. 

In the late 1980s, I moved back to Cincinnati. 
With the encouragement of my mother, I started hunting 
again. She had a wonderful horse, Benji, and she would 
let me hunt Benji on Saturdays while she hunted him 
during the week. I was invited to start whipping-in, and 
that really kindled my excitement about hunting. I loved 
learning more about the art and science of fox hunting. I 
also became a Camargo Hunt board member. Camargo 
merged with the Owen County Hounds during those 
years. 

In 2000, I got my “horse of a lifetime” Stoney 
Brook. Stoney got me back into eventing after a hiatus of 
more than 20 years. He was also my horse for whipping-

in. We campaigned for 13 years together, hunting all 
winter and eventing in the summer. In 2006-2007, the 
Masters of Foxhounds Association celebrated their 
centennial, and one of the activities was staging a series 
of regional Field Hunter competitions that served as 
qualifiers for the national finals at Morven Park, 
Virginia. The competition was a hack class followed by a 
mock hunt. Then a small number of riders was selected 
to do an individual jumping test along with opening gates 
and dropping rails. Stoney and I won our regionals in 
Lexington, Kentucky, and were among the more than 60 
qualifiers to compete in Virginia. We made the cut of 16 
to do the individual test and in the end won the Most 
Suitable trophy. A dozen or so Camargo members made 
the trek to Virginia to cheer us on and enjoy the 
festivities. In 2003, I was very honored to be asked to 
become a joint-MFH with Camargo when Dick Ammon 
retired. 

After Stoney Brook passed away in 2013, I have 
had some ups and downs in horse availability. I was also 
injured and in recovery for a few months. But whether it 
was on one of my horses or a leased or borrowed horse, I 
have done my best to fulfill my role. Our MFH’s 
emphasize different parts of hunting based on their 
interests and skills. For me, it’s primarily about our sport, 
the actual day’s hunting, our members, and the special 
events that provide the financial support we need. On 
days when I am leading a field, I will often pause and 
explain to my field what has been happening, and what 
our next plan is so that they can learn more about the art 
of hunting. I have had the privilege of hunting with over 
twenty-five different hunts in the US. Each is different, 
but each has many of the same core values. Our members 
love the outdoors, our horses, the thrill of the chase, and 
the camaraderie of experiencing it together. 

Looking ahead, the Camargo Hunt has many 
challenges, but I am confident that we can meet them. 
We will work together to focus on the group’s goals, to 
respect each other, and to remember that we are doing 
this to have fun. 

Most of our members know that I have always 
encouraged others to work to improve their riding skills. 
It doesn’t matter whether you want to compete, do it for 
your own safety and enjoyment and for the safety and 
enjoyment of those around you. I also encourage our 
members to learn about the art and science of fox 
hunting. Make time to participate in hound walks or 
roading. Listen and ask the questions of our wonderful 
staff. 

Thank you for many years of involvement with a 
great group, pursuing a great sport. 

Morley Thompson, MFH 

Morley Thompson, MFH, Steps Up 
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Thursday, 
June 18, 2020 

Third Thursday Dinner changes 
with the times 

 

Starting off 

 

Plenty to share 

 OUTDOORS with 
Social Distancing 

 

AT 
CLIPPINGER 

FIELD 

Resumption of 
3rd Thursday Happy Hour 

Rosemary making the rounds Ba rb Kreider hosting, second to left 
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Over several weeks of planning, Pete 
McAdams rolled out a superbly detailed plan 
for clearing several different trails in the 
Indian Hill bridle trail system. His plan was 
so complete and so persuasive that 29 people 
signed up to help clear the trails, a record 
high. Five teams of four to five people each 
received detailed printed instructions, 
compete with a map of where to park and 
what trail to clear. The maps were so colorful 
and so intriguing that everyone showed up 
Saturday morning, June 6, promptly at 8:30 
a.m. to set out into the woods. Pete marked 

the trails to be cleared with pink ribbons so that there would 
be no mistaking which ones to clear. Fourteen of the 29 
people were Hunt members. Christy Elfers was engaged in 
choosing the trails and giving instruction to the teams as 
they set out. Several of the trails were in her neighborhood. 
Each team had at least one person with power equipment 
such as chainsaws, hedge clippers, or string trimmers. Other 
team members had loppers and pruners in order to cut back 
the honeysuckle and overgrown thorn bushes along the 
trails. Logs, sticks, and stones were picked up from the trail 
and thrown into the woods. The idea was to open up wider, 
smoother, more inviting trails throughout the system in 
Indian Hill.  
 After two to three arduous hours working in what 
became sweltering heat, the entire crew assembled at the 
Little Red Schoolhouse for an outdoor picnic lunch. As the 
community opened up from the Covid-19 quarantine, strict 
social distancing and mask wearing were observed. Paula 
Watters provided an equal number of turkey and vegetarian 
sack lunches, and each person brought their own beverages. 
All and all it was a most gratifying experience, and 
participants got a great sense of satisfaction from making a 
visible difference in the appearance and accessibility of the 
trail system. 
 

 

Indian Hill 
Trail Clearing 

with IHEC 

Do-si-do picking up the bag lunches 

 

Team A 

 

Saturday, June 6, 2020 

 

Precision distancing 

Pete McAdams  our  leader 
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IH Trail Clearing 

After Party 
 

Team B 

Spreading out at LRSH after trail clearing 

Kerry Daus  and  family 

Max  and  Paula  Watters; Morley  looking on 

Sharon just checking  after temperatures 
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A merry band of Camargo Hunt members set 
out on Wednesday, February 19, 2020, by road and 
by air to convene in northeast Georgia for Shakerag 
Hounds Hunt Week. We knew it would rain much of 
the week, but where there’s a hunt to be had, there’s 
hope that the weather will clear. Morley Thompson 
brought two horses from Loveland, and Melinda 
Thomas and Amber Bagby brought seven horses 
from Melinda’s Dry Ridge, Kentucky, horse farm. 
John Babcock, MFH, and Carla Babcock made the 
arrangements. We stayed at Connie Washburn’s 
hunt box and Roger Smith’s Goldmine Cattle 
Company ranch house for the week. Huntsman 
Andy Bozdan and whips Erin Wakefield Bozdan 
and Cindi Whitacre drove from Kentucky with two 
horses and ten ½ couple of Camargo’s finest hounds. 
Margret White and Carol Hake drove from Indian 
Hill in Margret’s regal Range Rover. The drive 
typically takes 7-8 hours, completed during daylight. 
Frank and Penny Welsh flew in from Cincinnati and 
New York City respectively. After settling into their 
assigned domiciliaries, the Goldmine crowd motored 
over to Connie Washburn’s lavishly decorated 
knotty-pine cabin for a delicious pasta welcome 
dinner. The meal was presented on hunt-themed 
dinnerware. We were in good humor after the 
opening reception Connie prepared.  

However, our spirits were somewhat 
dampened by Thursday’s all-day rain. The hunt was 
cancelled. There was plenty to do at the Goldmine 
ranch house. We fixed hot breakfasts for the 

Saturday-Monday, February 22-24, 2020 

weekend and hung out our clothes to dry. Then we 
walked out the hounds, who romped through the wet 
green grass over the red rocky soil. They enjoyed a 
cozy corner stall in the barn, including their 
dominance bench in the back corner. The whips 
lugged the bench all the way from Kentucky and 
muscled it in and out of the trailer for the pleasure of 
the hounds. 

The first day of the hunt was cancelled 
because the ground was saturated, and the six creek 
crossings were running chest high with rain runoff. 
Thursday evening we drove over to the Shakerag 
clubhouse and kennels in Hull, Georgia, for another 
welcome buffet. We met our host club masters and 
members. After our four visits in the current era, 
Shakerag regards us as one of their sister clubs. The 
warmth of the weather and the extraordinary warmth 
of the people were a welcome rest from our chilly 
home in the North. The folks in Canaan and Hull, 
Georgia, regard their Northeast corner of Georgia as 
a tristate area. North and South Carolina and 
Georgia come together at this point. 

On Friday, February 21, the rain quit, and 
the sun came out. The hunt was a go. Andy and the 
Camargo hounds took the lead for the day’s hunt. 
We set out from the front gate of the clubhouse and 
went up Lucky Jones Road. We dived off to the left 
into the club’s larger, drier fixture, a big green field, 
and then came back down the road and entered at 
another point and explored the southern pine forest. 
The hounds were mum until a coyote got up and was 

Sports Afield 
A N   E X C H A N G E   V I S I T   T O   H U L L  ,  G E O R G I A 
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  How we picture ourselves 

 

Our hostess, Connie Washburn 

 

Richard Washburn, MFH and Connie Washburn  

viewed as we galloped along the gravely roads. The 
fourth field viewed the coyote this time. 

Friday night we were treated to a visit to Jim 
O’Callahan, MFH’s magnificent museum home. It 
was an antiquarian’s dream. He decorated, nay 
encrusted, his house with hunt gear, Asian 
antiquities, and Civil War artifacts. Jim treated us to 
a presentation of his Civil War diggings in the 
dining room. He had every conceivable bullet, belt 
buckle, and powder horn imaginable that he found in 
the battle fields. He spent many a day, or many a 
night, with his metal detector digging up the 
artifacts. He had a whole hearth full of disarmed 
artillery shells. 

Saturday was even sunnier and the game 
came out to play. The Shakerag hunt club runs four 
fields, first and second kept together with the 
Huntsman, while the third and fourth proceeded at 
their own variable pace and paused at promontories 
here and there to view the action without disturbing 
the hounds. Today the first field viewed both a red 
coyote and a black one, and more than once. The 
third field saw the red coyote and the hounds 

streaming through the woods in full cry. A fishboil 
hunt breakfast followed. 

Saturday night’s farewell dinner was the first 
roaring twenties hunt ball of the decade. Every 
woman who read the invitation knew to order up a 
sequined, fringed flapper girl dress from Amazon for 
the occasion. The resulting costuming was opulent. 
The ball was held at a new venue, the Athens Cotton 
Press, a newly renovated event center in the town’s 
industrial district. Photos of the hunters on 
horseback were projected on the white-washed walls 
throughout the evening. Mark, the week’s 
photographer, continued to take pictures all evening 
to record the many colorful costumes. Both couples 
and groups lined up to strike a pose for the camera. 
Many a leg was shown, including the bonnie knee of 
a red-headed Scott in a kilt. Everybody got up and 
danced. The meal was delicious. Visiting hunt 
members, however, had a 45-minute drive home and 
skedaddled back in the middle of the evening. All 
had to get up early for the trip home to Kentucky 
and Ohio. It was a swell hunt week in Georgia. 

 

Our Sister Hunt, Shakerag Hounds Our Sister Hunt  Shakerag Hounds 
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Huntsman Andy Bozdan was the keynote 
speaker at the January meeting of the Ohio Society 
of Gentleman Farmers. Andy announced that this 
was his 43rd season foxhunting. Born in London, 
Andy immigrated to the United States in 2011. He 
served at Huntsman for the Tennessee Valley Hunt 
for two years, and then in Virginia for six years – 
first at Loudon Fairfax Hunt for four years and two 
years with the Blue Ridge Hunt before moving to 
Camargo in 2018. Here, he cares for more that sixty 
hounds and four horses, 365 days a year. His wife, 
Erin Wakefield Bozdan, helps care for both horses 
and hounds. 

The Hunt season in Ohio and Kentucky runs 
from August to March. A hunt will cover 12 miles 
on a poor day and 30 or 40 miles on a good day. 
Hunts usually last 2 to 3 hours. Hunt venues, or 
fixtures, are located in Indian Hill, Ohio, and Owen 
County, Kentucky. The game consists of foxes, 
which are few, and coyotes, which are becoming 
plentiful. In general, foxes run in circles and coyotes 
run in straight lines. After a while, coyotes start to 
run in circles as well, which makes for a great hunt. 
The game and the hounds must stay on the fixture 
and not run across to a neighbor's property where we 
do not have permission to hunt.  

Hounds can run at about 25 mph when 
galloping during a hunt. Conditioning starts at the 
end of the season in March and continues until the 
next season begins in September. Hounds are trained 
to recognize voice commands and horn calls from 
the Huntsman. The whippers-in assist the Huntsman 
in shaping the pack during the Hunt and also know 
the calls. The biggest mistake a hound can make is 
to riot or chase game other than the fox or coyote. 
Hounds must be "deer-broke." Horses also need 
conditioning to be fit to hunt. The Grand National 
Steeplechase in England, for instance, is just 4.5 
miles in length, but goes over 30 hedges which are 
4-5 feet high. Hunt horses are taken out twice a 
week, seven months a year, Grand National horses 
are conditioned up until the Grand National, and 

then they go out to pasture.  
Horn calls were developed in France and 

brought to England during the Norman Conquest in 
1066. Seven or eight calls are commonly used today. 
During a hunt, hounds keep their noses to the ground 
where the scent is. Horn calls tend to bring the 
hounds nose up and should be used sparingly. There 
are several types of modern hunting horns – plain 
copper and silver, banded copper and silver. They 
are either 9 or 11 inches in length. The horn is 
straight, unlike the French horn, which is curved. 

The first call Andy demonstrated was 
"Moving Off," which consisted of three whoop-like 
sounds. The "Moving Off" call is not used if the 
cover is near, i.e., and less than half a field away, so 
as not to alert the quarry to our presence. This helps 
the hounds to engage with the scent as soon as 
possible. The Huntsman draws the pack of hounds 
through woods, which may occupy 20 to 200 acres 
or more. He strives to cover every inch of ground in 
hope of pushing up a fox or a coyote. 

Voice calls may be used second. Calls such 
as “Come Over" mean the hounds should move in 
closer to the Huntsman. "Try Over" means they 
should come across an open area a second time. On 
a poor scenting day or a poor weather day, the game 
may just sit tight and be overlooked by the hounds.  

Number three is "Moving On," a long 
wailing call which you can hear on the recording of 
Bozdan's talk. “Moving On" means to move from 
one covert to the next, usually across an open field. 

Number four is "The Find." When a fox 
bursts into view, everyone thrills to the sight of the 
actual fox or coyote. All sing out, 'Tally ho!" and it 
is the high point of any hunt. 

The Huntsman recognizes the cry of each of 
his hounds and knows the difference between each 
hound's opening cry or giving cry or speaking cry. 
The idea is to get the hounds bunched up and chase 
the fox in a pack. Whippers-in will sometimes have 
to hold the pack in place until the Huntsman calls for 
them again. 

M A S T E R  O F  P U B L I C  R E L A T I O N S : 

ANDY BOZDAN, 
AMBASSADOR FOR FOX HUNTING 

Wednesday, January 15, 2020 The Ohio Society Luncheon at 
Cincinnati Country Club  
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  Number five is "Gone Away," or three blasts 
on the horn. This indicates kick off, kick on, and 
take off all at the same time, Andy emphasized the 
importance of not getting so excited as to drop the 
horn. There is no time to get off, pick up the horn, 
and get back on your horse. 

Number six is "The Kill," single long 
wailing notes. It's sounded after the hounds catch the 
fox or coyote and come to a full stop.  

Number seven, "Gone to Ground," is 
sounded when the fox goes into one of its many fox 
holes. The hounds stand around the opening of the 

hole and put their noses in the air, baying loudly to 
let us all know the quarry has gone to ground. 

At the end of the day, call number eight or 
"Blowing for Home" is sounded to signal that the 
hunt is stopped. It is a long wavering sound. An 
auxiliary call is "Whip to Me," to bring the 
whippers-in together and refocus the hunt. 

Andy is always looking for new hunt 
country. New hunt fixtures or farms are also needed 
to keep the Hunt going. A good day's hunt tends to 

disperse the game. It takes two or three days for the 
foxes or coyotes to return to the fixture, although 
deer will return that night if disturbed by the hounds 
running through. Along with small game, corn is a 
favorite food for foxes and coyotes. Hunting in 
cornfields is a good trial for the hounds. Soybean 
fields can be hunted when the plants are small and 
can recover. This is not done when the plants are 
larger and certainly not when they're the least bit 
ripe. Hoof beats will shatter the stalks and scatter the 
soybeans on the ground, making them irretrievable 
at harvest time. 

hounds as they live out their natural lives, which can 
extend to 12 or 13 years. A steady supply of year-
old puppies enters the pack to keep the hunt pack 
strong and engaged. 

Members of the Ohio Society were intrigued 
by Andy’s presentation and plan to see him and the 
hounds in action at the Camargo Hunter trials in 
October. 
 

Andy Bozdan 
 

A good 
scenting day is when 
the atmosphere is fairly 
humid but the wind is 
not strong enough to 
blow the scent away. A 
hot day is not favorable 
for scenting, and a 
frosty day is poor 
because ice traps the 
scent. The vapor trail is 
a series of dots and 
dashes rather than a 
continuous line. 
Consistent scenting 
conditions over a two- 
or three-week stretch 
are especially favorable 
for successful hunting. 

A hound 
usually serves for seven 
or eight years and is 
then retired. The Hound 
Retirement Fund is a 
501(c)(3) organization 
established to care for 

Speaker Andy  and Erin Bozda n , John  and Ca rla  Ba bcock at TOS lunch 

 

 

THE OHIO SOCIETY OF GENTLEMAN FARMERS 
SERVES AS AN ALUMNI SOCIETY FOR HUNT MEMBERS 
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With a whirlwind of organizational energy, 
Melinda Thomas produced a zinger of a weekend to 
prep for the hunt season on August 24-25, 2019. 
Saturday was the traditional preseason Hunt Clinic, 
where Melissa and Marcy Mongon took new and 
seasoned jumpers through the hunt country out of 
Brown Hall in Owen County.  John Babcock and 
Natalie Nesbitt instructed the hilltoppers on how to 
keep up with the hunt and view the game. Melinda 
did a magnificent job showing people the Owen 
Country hunt country and promoting memberships. 

On Sunday, August 25, everyone 
reassembled at nine in the morning for a Poker Pace 
conducted by Melinda and her husband Rick 
Lybarger, who works at Hard Rock Casino. The 
course was laid out and ridden at least four times by 
Melinda in order to set the pace. It turned out to be 
an hour and three quarters, plus or minus. Pace 
enthusiasts organized themselves into teams of two, 
three, or four. In addition to trying to match the time 
set by Melinda, poker hands were issued one card at 
a time to each of the riders at the checks. The first 
card was drawn just prior to departing. The second, 
third, and fourth cards were given out at refreshment 

stations along the trail. By the end of the pace, each 
individual had a slip of paper with a list of the four 
cards she was issued. Rick Lybarger ranked the 
hands according to the rules of poker to award the 
prizes. Beautiful ribbons and saddle pads created for 
the occasion were given as first place prizes. There 
was also a costume competition. Dot and Mae Daus 
won top marks for their imaginative costumes. Dot 
went out as the Tin Man from the Wizard of Oz. 
Mae and her mother Kerry dressed as a cop and an 
escaped prisoner. Mae’s white horse lent itself to 
taking on black stripes as the little prisoner’s pony. 
Poker hands were then ranked from highest to 
lowest. Winners took turns picking prizes from a 
veritable cornucopia of goodies spread out on the 
pool table in Brown Hall. The prizes included books 
for summer reading, hunt paraphernalia, interior 
decorating elements, and adult beverages. Especially 
competitive was Lori Baker, who “played” no fewer 
than eleven hands during the pace. Most folks 
contented themselves with one hand. One of the 
charming surprises was our Huntsman Andy 
Bozdan, who had Dexter for sale or placement at the 
first stop. Dexter is a most domesticated looking 
hound who sat munching contentedly on his biscuits. 
Evidently, hunting was not his cup of tea. 

 
 

 

 

Saturday, August 24 - Sunday, August 25, 2019 

Mae recommends the Hound Retirement Fund Donations 

 

Dot Daus  and Nicole Dewey  carry away their blue ribbons 

AT WATTERSHIP DOWN AND BROWN HALL 
 

Hunt Clinic and Poker Pace 
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Ca therine and  Sha nnon  
Donworth ,  LRWH members 

Get your hands here 
Heath  and  Courtney  astride 

Jordyn Ba g by , CH member 
Lori Ba ker 

Lori Lischkge and Ca it Pola k 

Emily Lawson and a student of Melinda’s 

Hea ther Russell and 
son Aida n Russell 

Margaret  looking for another fence 

Photos by: Steve Thomas 

Pre-Hunt Season Clinic 2019 
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Ma cy  and dad Brya n  work as a team 

Courtney  and Hea th  get top honors 

Melinda  and ribbon winners Alexis Meyer, CH Jr. Member, Emily Lawson on left 

Mother and daughter Kerry and Ma e claim their prizes 

Poker Pace 2019 Ribbons Awarded at Brown Hall 
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Pondering choice is Lori Litscke 

9-year-old Jordyn Ba g by  

Nicole Dewey 

Ma cy  and her father pondering their choice 

Happy with her choice 

Poker Pace 2019 Prizes Galore  
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Junior Hunt  
A charming Junior Hunt was held on September 21 at Clippinger Field. Many lively young’uns turned up 

for the event and supplemented their fox hunting with unmounted jumping. Several girls set up a series of jumps 
at the bring-to-share and amused themselves by running and hopping over them. It was a takeoff from stick-pony 
riding which has caught on among the young equestrian set and is even the subject of Facebook postings. Kerry 
Daus, President of Miami Valley Pony Club, led the cheers for the Junior Hunt. Groups from a number of stables 
came for the occasion. Once again, the weather was sunny and dry although scenting was a challenge due to the 
warm weather. 

The Juniors themselves 

Ma rg a ret White and Christie Elfers 

Cla ra  Bla ir and Christie Elfers 

Thursday, September 19, 2019 

Time to ride 

Master Ba bcock  and Huntsman Andy Bozda n  



  

20 | H T  
 

  

A rapt audience of Juniors, 
the hope of the future 

Anna Johnson and Nichole Dewey 

 

Huntsman Andy Bozdan 
makes a point 

 

Juniors at Clippinger Field 2019 
 

Natalie  and Becky  staff the day All smiles today Kerry Daus  also expounds 
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Old Whitewood Farm The Plains, Virginia 

Juniors eager to compete 

Working together 

Dot  is 177, Callum  is 190 

Qualifiers and North American 
Junior Hunter Competition 

Saturday, November 9, 2019 

Charlie Johnson, Jr. at the ready 
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Our Stars 

 

Blessing Ready 

 

Father Elin Blessing 2019 
 

   Melissa Dragues  and family 

 

Steven Watt, piper 

Fa ther Elin blesses all present 

The Hunters The Hounds 
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It was a bluebird day October 12, 2019, for the traditional 

Blessing of the Hounds. It had been two years since we were last 
blessed, and it was an occasion for puttin’ on the ritz. Hunt members 
gathered at the Little Red Schoolhouse to receive their Saint Hubert 
medals and a laying on of hands from Rev. Darren Elin. The hounds 
and then each rider, each horse, each member of the Hunt staff, and all 
of the assembled well-wishers received blessings. The Stirrup Cup was 
a sight to behold. It appeared to have airplane wings, beautifully spread 
on each side of a central tower artfully prepared by Christy Elfers and 
Margaret White. The hunt was fast and furious. The hounds were seen 
on a straight line from nose to tail following each other enfilade across 
the open area at the foot of the hill next to the Little Miami River. They 
sang joyfully several times during the hunt. The brisk pace was 
striking. 

The after-hunt breakfast featured a bountiful supply of fresh 
fruit and a wonderful casserole lovingly prepared by Carla and Carol. 
The casserole consisted of chicken, rice, and chestnuts – which gave it 
a crunchy texture –  and a crusty cheese topping that brought some 
members back for a second helping. Carol brought out the same table 
decorations that she has used for 20 years. Rosemary helped Carla with 

Thank you to our hosts for the 
Blessing of the Hounds 2019! 
Sponsors – Annette & Terry Adams, Carla & John Babcock, Melanie 
Drury, Carol & Ed Hake, Barb & Gary Kreider, Laurie Nippert 
Leonard, Susan Lora & Steve Thomas, Doug Manzler, Marcy 
Mongon, Natalie & Patrick Nesbitt, Julie Baldwin & Anthony 
Panepinto, Tory & Paula Watters 

Stirrup Cup – Margaret & Jim White and Christy Elfers 

Little Red Schoolhouse – Rosemary & Frank Welsh 

Tallyho Wagon – Kerry Daus & Bryan McNabb 

the cleanup until every crumb was swept away and all the tables and 
chairs were returned to their pre-party position in the Little Red 
Schoolhouse. It was a glorious day. A wonderful hunt put everybody 
in ebullient spirits. 

Saturday, October 12, 2019 

Christy, Karen, and Margaret 

Melissa Dragues 

Blessing of the Hounds 
LITTLE RED SCHOOL HOUSE 
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Julie and Ca rol 

Christy and Margaret Stirrup Cup 

New girl in hunt: Melissa  Dragues 

Outlining the Hunt season to come: 
Ca rla, Erin, Cindi 

Sharing a meal: Julie, Annette, John, Tory, Terry 

Blessing Breakfast 2019 Blessing Breakfast 2019 
LITTLE RED SCHOOL HOUSE 



  

25 | H T  
 

  

Photos by: Cincinnati Refined 

The littlest hunter What the hunters are after 

Camargo member, Jessica Ashmore, clean 
and clear 

Tyler Shelley, Corinthian Class from 
Rocky Fork Headley Hunt 

All caked out 

Dunking for the picking 

Saturday, October 5, 2019 
CLIPPINGER 

FIELD Hunter Trials 
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Enjoying the festivities 

A fine steed A grand leap 

What we're after Bring along the next generation 

Hunter Trials 2019 
 

What a beauty 

Photos by: Cincinnati Refined 
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Team Da us : Ma e, Kerry , Dot 

IHEC members left to right - Wendy McAdams, president; 
 d  h d   l b h b ll 

Hunter Trials 2019 
 

Eliza beth  and Na ta lie hosting 

Huntsman and hounds take a jump Long-held traditions 

Photos by: Cincinnati Refined 
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On November 23, 2019, Gary and 
Barbara Kreider generously rekindled the Hunt 
Tea at their equestrian estate, Riverside, near 
New Richmond, Ohio. Hunt teas are held at 4 
p.m. or so. Hunt breakfasts and teas are held 
whether or not the hunt happens. Hunt balls are 
known to live on long after a Hunt has hung up 
its stirrups. 

The original English “hunt breakfast” has 
evolved over time and become a cherished 
American tradition. As a rule, the breakfast is 
eaten at the location where riders begin their 
hunt. Usually it is mid-morning at around 10 or 
11 a.m.; in Virginia’s hunt country, it can start as 
late as 2 or even 4 p.m. Their hunts can last 
anywhere from three to five hours. There’s no 

Always adaptable: Liz Brown  and Pam 
Popp  lift a fork to the occasion 

Becky  and Frank  balancing “tea on the knee” 

stopping to grab a bite. 
Fox-hunting season begins on 

the first Saturday in November, and 
hunts can occur every day of the week. 
For instance, Virginia hunt enthusiasts 
Lisa and Zohar Ben-Dov might hunt 
five days a week. The third week in 
November, they host a hunt breakfast 
for 300 of their closest friends. Lisa 
describes her menu as ‘simplistically 
elegant’ and includes shrimp and 
crawfish from New Orleans, her 
hometown. Keep in mind, the hunt 
breakfast differs from the “hunt tea, 
which begins mid-afternoon,” Lisa 
writes. 

 

Saturday, November 23, 2019 
 

HUNT TEA 
 

Gary and Barb Kreider host a 

Hunt Breakfast and Tea; What’s the Difference? 
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Cla ra  and Morley  

Paula, Cora , John , Ma rk  

Ca rla and Aaron Kinebrew, bartender 

Molly, Trish, Susan enjoying a cup of tea 

November 23, 2019 HUNT TEA 
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HUNT BALL 

The Naked Karate Girls in performance 

Vamping with vixens 

Puttin’ on the Ritz 

Saturday, March 2, 2019 

2019 

QUEEN CITY CLUB 
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 Morley’s Stories  
A few years ago, Morley traveled to Ireland to look for a new hunt horse. He had been hauling his old 

saddle around to try out on different horses. When the groom helping him pointed out that his saddletree was 
broken, Morley hardly knew what to do. He was overseas and felt he was not in a position to purchase a new 
saddle. The locals, however, recommended that he try Berney Brothers, the famed Irish tack and saddle 
maker. He was reassured that every employee at Berney’s was a member of the Berney family with the 
exception of one man who had worked for Grandfather Berney. That made him one of the team. Morley 
called Berney’s on a Tuesday and described his situation. He saw some of the saddles they made. Morley 
explained that he needed a hunt saddle and forwarded the current size of his horse and himself. His 
measurements were duly recorded. Morley allowed that there was some urgency in getting the saddle, asking, 
“Would it be possible to expedite his order?” Mr. Berney responded, “Well yes, but it will cost you an extra 
$100,” which, in the scheme of things, seemed like a reasonable amount to pay for extra service. And service 
it was. Morley’s new saddle was sent out from Berney’s on Thursday. Morley uses the same saddle to this 
very day. It has stood the test of time. 

MORLEY’S BERNEY BROTHERS’ SADDLE 

Morley Thompson, MFH, on his Berney Bros. saddle 

Berney Bros. 
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Becky and Dexter 
Ginny Howard 

Melissa Dragues 
Molly Moran 

Kim Schipke Morris 
Monica Walmsley 

Emma Sauer 
 

Fine and Dandy Poise and elegance Apple pie 

Modeling new C.H. ties C.H. members at Shakerag 

Shakerag’s three masters 

Margaret  warming to the 
Occasion 

Visiting in Georgia 

NEW  
MEMBERS 

 


