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Not Only Walking but also Showing the Hounds!   Sunday, April 28, 2019 

 

 

 Huntsman Andy Bozdan and Erin Wakefield brought nine couple to the Clippinger Field for 
hound walking on a beautiful Sunday afternoon the 28th of April. Turnout from the Hunt was modest, 
but enthusiastic. Clara Blair and Cindi Whitacre served as whips. Carol Hake, Natalie Nesbitt, Julie 
Myers, John Babcock, Morley Thompson, and your author all followed along. Andy Bozdan gave a 
running commentary on the care and breeding of hounds. 

Of special interest he told of  his preparation and planning to return to the Virginia Hound Show 
with two or three of Camargo Hunt’s pack. The competition is on the 24th-26th of May and has long 
been held at Morven Hall near Leesburg, Virginia. Both Andy and his wife, Erin, have been to the Hound 
Show on several previous occasions. Together they serve as cover persons on the home page of the Virginia 

Hound Show, one of the biggest and most traditional of the shows. 

Andy says, “A hound show is basically a beauty contest that requires cooperation on the part of the 

hound.” The cooperation is trained into the hound in the weeks prior to the show. First, a dog biscuit is flung 

to the right and then to the left from the middle of the arena in order to persuade the hound to race from one 

end of the arena to the other as if on a line of scent in a hunt. This is done to appraise the hound’s biddability 

and form while at a gallop. The conformation of a hound’s shoulder is important for getting his legs stretched 

out in front of him during his romp across the arena. In the second part of the presentation, the hound stands 

on a platform in the center of the arena where he is judged for conformation: shape, size, and above all, 

symmetry. 

 A horn competition is traditionally held in the evening of the Hound Show. Andy says, “It’s political,” 

although he’s always done well and placed high in the competition on several occasions. You can see him 

lifting his horn on the 2014 Virginia Hound Show page where his picture appears several times. The judging 

of the hounds is divided into many different categories according to breed, including English, American, 

crossbred English-American, Marydel, and sometimes Welsh hounds. Hunts from all over keep their hounds 

in a large set of kennels at the Virginia Hound Show. The hounds are put up for the night just as at the 

Kentucky Horse Park where horses are given a stall before a horse show. This will be the first time in almost 

twenty years that the Camargo Hunt has been represented at the Hound Show. Several promising hounds, 

including Fauntleroy, Remount, Frannie, Fergie and Freckles, Phil, and Francis. 

Much to our surprise and delight, of 

the seven classes in which Andy entered 

Camargo hounds, these were the results: 

Class 40 – Single Cross-Bred Dog-

Unentered…Fauntleroy (Remount x Fancy) 

placed 4
th

 out of 21 hounds 

Class 44 – Best Cross-Bred Stallion 

Hound…Remount (Nero x Ransom) placed 

5
th

 out of 8 hounds 

Class 46 – Single Cross-Bred Bitch-

Unentered…Frannie (Remount x Fancy) 

placed 5
th

 out of 25 hounds 

Class 49 – Couple of Cross-Bred Bitches-

Entered…Fergie and Freckles (Canvas x 

Fan) placed 5
th

 out of 10 couples 

 

‘Proud to be back at the Virginia Hound Show 
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Horse and Hunter Safety               Saturday, January 13, 2019 
Orthopedic surgeon Art 

Lee, M.D., and Bryan McNabb, 
D.V.M., were the keynote 
speakers at a hunt safety seminar 
sponsored by the Hound 
Retirement Fund on January 13, 
2019. More than sixty people 
attended, coming from as far as 
Louisville, Lexington, and Dayton. 
Becky Trasser served as the 
emcee, and Jennifer Kahmann 
organized the event. New fixture 
cards explained that the hunts 
will be Saturday and trail rides 
will be on Sunday to encourage 
more people to turn out, 
especially in Kentucky. Jennifer 
also presented two hounds for 
adoption. Dragon, a retired lady 
hound, is still in good health but 
would be more of a yard and 
garden pet at the present time. 
Also included was a six-week-old 
puppy, whose cuteness sold him. 

After opening snacks at 
12:30 p.m., the talks got 
underway. Dr. Lee led off with a 

recitation of statistics comparing horse injuries to football injuries, hockey injuries, and other sports 
injuries. While 95% of rider injuries are sustained when mounted, 5% are suffered on the ground. The 
number one event causing injuries to the rider is the spooked horse, occurring 27% of the time. Sometimes 
these abrupt departures from a smooth and regular gait are unavoidable, but sometimes they can be 
prevented. Gusts of wind or the sudden appearance of cows or deer or lightning are over-stimulating to 
some horses, who rear up and twist around out of fright. Avoidable causes of the spooked horse are poor 
footing, opening of umbrellas, candy thrown during the Fourth of July parade, and the unanticipated failure 
of a girth, releasing the tack while the rider’s still in it. The green horse and the horse new to hunting are 
also sources of disruption. 

The number one piece of equipment that a rider must have is a helmet. Helmets must be replaced 
every five years, whether or not there has been a blow to the head. Other safety equipment includes vests, 
both the Tipperary style and the air vest style, goggles, gloves, boots, and in this era, a cell phone with GPS 
capability for summoning the helicopter in case of disaster. Riders who go out alone should essentially “file 
a flight plan” with somebody at home so they can be found. The use of a tracking program such as eCrumb 
was highly recommended. 

To administer first aid to horse or rider, one must carry a minimum amount of supplies. Most may 
be left in the trailer, but some should be carried along on the horse.  A pneumatic splint, which lasts five to 
ten years, should be stocked in the trailer to place on a lower leg or arm fracture. Ice packs that can be 
activated mechanically by crushing them last two years and are a great help to limit swelling. Medical 
conditions should be listed on a card carried by the rider just as in eventing. A medical history, allergies, 
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and an EpiPen for bees are all helpful aides for 
emergency medical technicians and rescue and 
recovery services personnel. 

The general assessment of the injured rider 
consists of noting appearance and looking for 
abnormal angulation of the limbs. Running hands over 
the arms and legs is done to look for tenderness or 
swelling. Injuries sustained in falling from seventeen 
to nineteen feet off the ground are obviously high 
energy. The kinetic energy generated during the fall to 
the earth is what breaks bones. While limb fractures 
are usually obvious, head injuries can be difficult to 
assess. One should have in mind the classifications of 
head injuries as mild, moderate, and severe and ask 
questions of the fallen rider in order to determine the 
seriousness of their condition. Are they alert? Are they 
oriented in time, place, and person? Were they ever 
unconscious, even for a moment? Did they revive 
within 15 minutes? Did they develop a crushing 
headache and vomit? This line of questions leads from 
mild to severe. If the rider has been unconscious even 
for a moment or has amnesia, he or she should be 
evacuated by qualified EMT technicians. If the patient 
is severely injured and is out cold, or has one pupil 
clearly larger than the other, this is indicative of an 
intracranial hemorrhage, pressure on the brain, and a 
pinched off ophthalmic nerve. 

The best policy is to leave the helmet on, leave the clothes on, and avoid movement. Some more 
specific signs of injury are a depression at the lateral aspect of the shoulder, indicating a dislocation, and 
malalignment of the three bumps at the elbow. A crooked wrist is one of the more obvious signs of a 
fracture. A splint can be prepared with a stick and an ACE wrap until a splint can be retrieved from the 
trailer. The principal determination to be made at the scene is whether the rider can get back on the horse 
and ride back to the trailer or must be attended by EMTs on a helicopter. A leg which is shortened or 
twisted to the side and extremely painful is broken. However, a dislocated kneecap can be returned to 
anatomic position by straightening the leg smartly and letting the kneecap pop back into its normal 

position. An ankle fracture is revealed by deformity and 
swelling. It’s probably best not to take the boot off as it 
serves as a splint. In the current era, tourniquets are not 
used because they tend to be forgotten. All bleeding 
should be stopped by direct compression by a hand or 
pad on the site of the bleeding. 
 Dr. McNabb then spoke on the care of the horse in 
preparation for the hunt or trail ride. He stressed 
planning, more planning, and preparation. He 
recommended prevention of infectious disease with 
tetanus vaccine and rabies vaccine. A yearly blood test 
must be taken to have an up-to-date negative Coggins for 
equine anemic fever disease. It may be carried by horses 
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without symptoms. The horse, of course, 
must be healthy before trailering. Once in 
the trailer, dry air may dry the horse’s 
nasal passages and leave the tissue subject 
to invasion by bacteria. Without moisture 
on the mucosal lining of the nose, the horse 
cannot cough out any stray microorganism 
that may drift in and cause an infection. 
McNabb emphasized communication. He 
stated, “You have to know the quirks of 
your horse.” You should know your 
veterinarian’s emergency contact 
information. When traveling, you must 
have a local veterinarian’s emergency 
numbers, easily obtained on Google. 
 Horses want to stay upright on their 
feet. Tendon injuries are much reduced by 
keeping the horse in shape through recent 
and frequent riding. Keep the horse well 
hydrated during the day of travel or 
eventing. Horses are 40% more likely to 
develop lactic acidosis (tying up) in the 
winter. They get tremors and start shaking 
and need an immediate supply of water in 
order to prevent tying up. Quencher 
products and hydration hay placed in a 
five-gallon bucket of water with a smart 
pack are good ways to persuade a horse to 
drink. Alfalfa cubes and alfalfa pellets are 

better than dry hay. 
When grooming a horse, the rider should run her hands down the back of the legs of the horse. 

Press on the suspensory ligaments on the back of the lower leg. Look for new bumps or tender spots. If 
the horse balks while underway, then a closer examination is warranted. Dismount and look for soft 
tissue injuries, cuts, bruises, or abrasions. Splint boots are best used when there is a severe laceration on 
the leg of the horse. Polo wraps, while not generally useful during the hunt, make fine wraps and 
bandages should the horse sustain an injury. But during the hunt, polo wraps on the lower legs have a 
tendency to get unwrapped, get wet, and become tangled between the horse’s hooves. Hoof boots and 
bell boots are also protective. 
 Colic, the second most worrisome ailment of a horse on the trail, is revealed by cough and a choke 
as the horse tries to dislodge a bolus of food stuck in his esophagus. About 85% of these lumps are 
coughed out, but if the horse is unable to clear them, then banamine paste in three doses is indicated. 
This will help clear 98% of colics. Another useful medication is butazolidin for sore bones and joint 
pains. Be aware that freezing and thawing degrade both banamine and bute, and they should be 
replaced if not used frequently. Also, electrolyte paste or powder in the horse’s water bucket will 
purposefully make them thirsty and make them drink. 
 McNabb had a number of tools that he recommended to be carried with you on the horse or in 
the trailer. Among these was a horseshoe nail puller, to be used if a shoe should become partly dislodged 
and require complete removal. The reason for retiring from the field when a horseshoe comes off is 
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  because the foot may not be accustomed to riding without a shoe. The foot can become bruised and 
infected and cause limping. Electrical tape is satisfactory for binding up wounds and, at times, splints. A 
thermometer and a stethoscope are handy, but there’s a certain amount of knowledge that goes into 
their use. A horse’s temperature is normal up to 101.5°F. When it rises above this level, it is a sign of 
illness. Betadine shampoo and solution and using a stock tie, belts, and jackets as slings and wraps are 
all good options to keep in mind. Wire entanglement from carelessly maintained barbed wire fences is 
another great fear during hunting. If the horse runs into barbed wire and keeps sliding or moving, he 
may sustain a degloving injury of the cannon bone. It is vital to stop, back up, wash thoroughly, replace 
the skin, and wrap it up for examination by a veterinarian. The veterinarian on the hunt may also have 
an X-ray or an ultrasound machine on his trailer to assess the extent of the injury while right in the field. 
 Most orbital bone injuries are degloving injuries. If there is a stick of some sort in the eyeball, it 
should be left in place and removed by the veterinary ophthalmologist. A corneal scratch looks like a 
small gray line. It is helped by the instillation of eye ointment. Triple antibiotic ophthalmic ointment 
may be used. Neosporin should be avoided because of the inhibitory effect of neomycin on healing. 
Steroid drops should not be used on infected eye injuries. Steroids suppress the immune response 
locally. Sedation may be undertaken with 
Dormosedan, which is placed under the 
tongue of the horse. Bleeding may be 
controlled by pressure or by Wonder 
Dust, a proprietary product for the 
purpose. 
 In order to determine whether a 
laceration is full-thickness, one should 
press simultaneously on each side of the 
wound. If the wound splits open and 
muscle or bone is visible underneath, 
then it’s a full-thickness laceration and 
would benefit from stitching up by a 
veterinarian. The flexor tendons on the 
back of the lower leg of the horse are 
suspensory ligaments comparable to the 
Achilles tendon in humans. If the horse 
has a muscle injury, he will let his legs 
splay out. He then will slide down onto 
the earth. 

Snake bites in this region would 
be water moccasin bites and are 
poisonous. Bee allergies should be 
anticipated by carrying an EpiPen for 
those who are allergic to bees. Hound 
injuries are treated similarly to horse 
injuries. The same principles apply. 
Thank you to Dr. Lee and Dr. McNabb for 
a wonderfully informative and useful 
presentation. 

And don’t forget the hounds 
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Andy Bozdan: An Interview With Our New Huntsman 

 The following interview took place on February 5, 2019, before a chilly on-foot casting from the 
Little Red Schoolhouse in Indian Hill. 
ELIZABETH:  How did you end up going from London to Australia? 
ANDY:  Well…a series of events, really, just life-changing events.  I was married at the time and had been 
hunting in England for a good number of years – foxhounds and beagles.  My wife got cancer, and from 
diagnosis to death was three weeks.  It was a pretty horrendous time.   
ELIZABETH:  I’m sorry. 
ANDY:  Thank you. It was a very, very difficult time.  I really didn’t have anything…both my parents had 
previously passed away.  I’ve got two older brothers, one lives in England, and one lives in Hungary. So I 
had nothing to hold me to the UK anymore, other than friends and a few family members.  An opportunity 
came up in Australia, and I just felt as if I needed a complete change and a break from everything that had 
gone before.  So I took the opportunity and hunted hounds out in Victoria for the Barwen Hunt near 
Melbourne. I absolutely loved it!  Great hunting, really good people, absolutely crazy, but really good 
hunting people.  I’d still be there today if Australia’s immigration laws weren’t stricter than the laws are 
here. 
ELIZABETH:  Really? 
ANDY:  Which is saying something!  So while I was in Australia, I realized that there was no way I could 
stay.  With the visa system that they have, it was just not possible.   

Showing at the 2014 Virginia Hound Show 

By: Elizabeth Johnson 
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  ELIZABETH:  Really? 
ANDY:  Not for a professional huntsman.  If 
you were a doctor or a surgeon or an 
architect it could work. You have got to be 
earning something like $50,000 a year 
minimum – that’s the starting point.  If 
you’re not earning that, you don’t even get 
over the first hurdle when you’re applying 
for a work visa.  
ELIZABETH:  Wow. 
ANDY:  There are exceptions, but it just 
wasn’t going to work.  So I knew I was going 
to have to leave.  There were jobs being 
advertised, not just in the UK, but also in 
America.  And I thought, well, why not?  A 
job came up for the Tennessee Valley Hunt, 
and I applied for it.  I interviewed and got 
the job.  A year later, after all the 
immigration nonsense, I finally got the 
stamp of approval.  I got the P1 visa, which 
is a professional athlete’s visa.  I arrived in 
Tennessee in 2011.  I hunted that pack for 
two seasons.  Then an opportunity came up 
in Virginia to hunt the Loudon Fairfax 
hounds – they were merging two packs at that time.  A lot of upheaval there because of that, but it was a 
challenge.  And Virginia was supposed to be the bee’s knees as far as hunting – it’s not, I’m here to tell you.  
But some of it is great.  I had 147 hounds to deal with when I first got there. 
ELIZABETH:  Two LARGE packs… 
ANDY:  Yes, there were 147 hounds which I had to whittle down before they built the new kennel.  There 
were two separate ones, so I was running two kennels and not living at either of them, which was a total 
nightmare.  But we got through that and were doing pretty well.  The hunting was getting better, and the 
breeding was slowly coming together.  But after four years, I just decided that it wasn’t for me. The country 
is so restricted.  It’s very, very tight to hunt.  You constantly have to stop hounds, and it’s the one thing I 
really hate doing.  If your hounds are hunting, why would you want to stop them?  Now, sometimes you 
don’t have a choice. If they run into a busy road or highway, you’ve got to stop them.  Even here today, 
Given Road is a bit of a boundary for us, and I don’t want them to cross Given because it’s dangerous.  But 
for all these little roads, we can put people to see them safely across. 
Unfortunately, when I left Loudon Fairfax, there were no decent huntsman’s jobs available.  There just 
weren’t.  So a friend of mine, Grant Butsman, who’s the huntsman at the Blue Ridge Hunt in Virginia, 
needed a whipper in.  And while I knew it was taking a step back, he’s a good huntsman, and he’s got great 
hounds. They’ve got a huge amount of country, and I knew I was going to have some fun.  Why not?  I did 
two seasons there.  And would still be there at this point. But the offer of this job came up. The Masters 
approached me back in October to see if I was interested.  We did the usual sort of interview and get 
together and so now I’m here.  We can make a real go of this.  But we’ve got to get more country.  If you 
don’t always have new country coming online, eventually you’re going to run out of country.  A lot of packs 
across the country are finding that their hunt country is dwindling.  There’s no way you can keep being a 
three-day-a-week pack if your country is suddenly shrunk by half.  You’re putting too much pressure on 
that existing country.  I’ve noticed that over here people are very slow to get on and do.  Even the Blue 

Refurbishing North Carolina barn until the kennels are ready 
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  Ridge Hunt still has oodles of country they haven’t hunted yet… 
ELIZABETH:  Wow… 
ANDY:  But even they are still pushing for new country.  That’s the way a hunt survives long term.   
ELIZABETH:  I guess that’s how it dovetails with land conservation. 
ANDY:  Very much.  If you can get easements, fantastic!  But there is only so much you can do with what 
we have here.  But there are other areas, not a million miles away from here, that we could probably 
hunt, but nobody’s gone and chased it.  And that’s what people need to do.  If we want to hunt in this 
area, we’re going to have to find places that are huntable.  And make contact with the local farmers, land 
owners, get chattin’ to them, and go and ask the questions.  It’s not that easy, it’s not simple, but it’s 
something that we’ve got to do. 
ELIZABETH:  What else do you see as important to a hunt to help keep it healthy? 
ANDY:  Well, it starts with the hounds.  You’ve got to have a good pack of hounds that really wants to 
hunt. You should be out for three or four hours if you’ve got the country, if you have hounds that want to 
hunt, that’s where it starts.  You’ve got to get the hounds right—the breeding, the way you handle them, 
and the way they’re kept in kennels. Everything has to be brought up to a much higher level.  That’s not 
just here; it’s what I’ve seen all over this country.  It’s the hounds, how they are looked after in kennels.  
Are they fit? Are they healthy?  Are they getting regular treatment when they need it?  When we finish 
this season, I will start walking out, as I do every day. Hounds must be walked out every day, not just 
when I feel like it – every day.  And then when we’re getting them ready for next season, we’ll start off 
just walking three or four miles a day, we’ll then go to bicycles and we’ll go three or four miles a day, but 
we’ll do it at a slightly faster pace.  Not fast, fast, but like a jog, really, and then we move on to our 
horses.  Come July, we’ll be on our horses taking the hounds out on exercise.  That way your hounds are 
fit, your horses are fit, and you’re very fair.  By the time you get to the end of July, everything is ready for 
August, when you should be starting to hunt.  I don’t think a lot of packs over here do this. It is just not 
the norm.  Whereas in England and Ireland, it really is the norm. 
ELIZABETH:  Why do you think that is? 
ANDY:  It’s a lack of education.  It’s a lack of knowledge.  If you’ve come through the system in the UK or 

It’s all about the conformation Putting the finishing touches on the 
Carolina Barn 
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Ireland as I have, certain things get drummed into 
you.  It’s do it the right way, or don’t bother.  And if 
you can’t be bothered, then you shouldn’t be in the 
job.  We are professionals. We care passionately 
about our hounds and about hunting.  We care about 
the whole set up, not just one little part of it.   
ELIZABETH:  So along those lines, what would you 
see as an ideal kennel?  If you could snap your fingers 
and have the perfect kennel? 
ANDY:  Well, the nice thing is that the Masters here 
have allowed me to design it.  We are sitting down 
with draftsmen sometime next week to lay it out 
properly. We have looked at the site and flagged it out 
where the house, the barn, and the kennels are going 
to be. The basic layout of the kennels has to be 
functional.  A constant bugaboo for most huntsmen is 
that they are always getting blocked.  So we aren’t 
going to have any underground drains. Instead, we 
are going to have a fall on the yard which goes to a 
gulley, and the gulley will take everything away.  
That’s all being planned now.  I am hoping that by 
September, we’ll be in new kennels.  And that also 
gives me the room to think about breeding.  The type 
of hound that I’m going to need to hunt this country. 

What kennels are for 

ELIZABETH:  What type of hounds do you see for Indian Hill versus Owen County? Does it make any 
difference? 
ANDY:  Our hounds should be able to cope with whatever ground we put them on.  However, there are 
certain hounds that I wouldn’t bring here because they are very, very hard-running hounds.  Some of 
the ones I brought from Blue Ridge, for instance.  They would be out of this country and into Cincinnati 
in about twenty minutes.  So, I’m not going to bring them.  The ones I brought today are very good 
hounds, they hunt well, but they don’t have the sort of independence, which some of the hounds I 
brought with me have.  From what I’ve seen so far, we lack cry.  There is no cry in this pack at the 
moment.  One of the ways we can help that is by bringing in Penn-Marydel breeding.  The Penn-
Marydels have great cry, almost too much at times. They’ll start speaking as soon as they come out of 
the trailer.  I’m already asking other huntsmen if I can use their stallion hounds or if I can bring a bitch 
to them to breed with one of their good dogs.  They’ll give you a lot of cry, which the other hounds will 
pick up on.  And the hounds that are a little bit half-hearted, might be encouraged if there’s more cry in 
the pack. The two things we’ve got to get into this pack are drive and cry.  We’ve got neither. 
ELIZABETH:  Can that be trained into them, or is new stock required? 
ANDY:  I’m going to breed from good hunting hounds that will have both the drive and the cry that I 
want.  I’ve got a lot of good contacts from people I can trust and rely on who will either let me use a 
stallion hound or give me a couple of puppies from a litter they’ve had.  It’s very important when 
you’re doing this that you go to people that you know and trust to tell you the honest truth about these 
hounds.  It’s pointless having a hound that somebody just wants to get rid of.   
ELIZABETH:  There’s plenty of those to go around. 
ANDY:  You’ve got to be careful, but I’d only be dealing with maybe four or five people who I trust 
totally.  These hounds at the moment, they’re getting there, but they don’t have that desire, that 
passion, to go hunt.  You can’t just suddenly instill that into them.   
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All ready for the 2019 edition of the Virginia Hound Show 

ELIZABETH:  Local question: have you tried Cincinnati chili? 
ANDY:  Not yet, but I’ve heard it’s really good.  Something I need to do. 
ELIZABETH:  And Graeter’s ice cream?   
ANDY:  (long pause)  I have no clue, I’m missing out! I’ll work on that as well, like I’m working on the 
hounds.  At the moment, the hounds are my total focus.  And they will be.  That’s what I’m getting paid 
for. 
ELIZABETH:  So given a choice, hounds or horses? 
ANDY:  Hounds every time.  But horses are a damn close second.  I trained as an instructor when I left 
school, and I qualified as an instructor. 
ELIZABETH:  A horse trainer? 
ANDY:  A riding instructor.  I left school and went to do that because I knew I wanted to work with 
horses in some way.  Started to do that, and the very first job I got was with a guy called Michael Gilby 
in Sussex, and he hunted four days a week.  I didn’t know what hunting was then. I was 17, and my first 
experience with hunting was with him and the East Sussex and Romney Marsh fox hounds.  From that 
first day until now, I was totally hooked.  I thought, “This is fantastic!  This is what I want to do!” And 
that’s what I’ve done ever since. 
ELIZABETH: Do you believe horses can get hooked, too? 
ANDY:  Yeah, oh crikey yeah!  Some of my best horses love the hounds.  A really good hunt horse is 
worth its weight in gold.  A horse that loves being with the hounds also watches the foxes. He’s noticed 
the fox that’s slipped across the road. He saw it, but you didn’t.  His head turns and his ears perk up, 
you know what he’s just seen.  You can have very special moments with your horses, even in a really 
busy day of hunting.  They make it for me, they do.  But the hounds are really my real passion.  And the 
horses, come in a very, very close second. 
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Shakerag Hounds and Miami Valley Hunt exchange visits with the Camargo 

Hunt in Owen County, KY -- but we walked!         December 1-2, 2018 

Ashley Soucheck, Camargo junior member and 
whip for Miami Valley Hunt. She is in the class 

of 2018–19 of the Masters of Foxhounds 
Association professional development program. 

Standing with her is Andrew Barclay of the 
MFHA and director of the program. 

After elaborate plans were made by Hunt 
governance to treat our visitors like royalty, the weather 
confounded their best efforts, sending pouring rain the 
entire weekend. The creeks ran over their banks and 
made the entire Owen County hunt country impassable 
by man or beast. The parties, however, carried on in fine 
style. An opening gathering at the Watters’ home Friday 
night started off the weekend with panache. Visitors 
from the three hunts came together to have a jolly fine 
time opening the holiday hunt season. 

Saturday morning we all were on pins and 
needles waiting for a message from the Masters 
regarding conditions for hunting. Alas, the weather was 
downright contemptible, and conditions were 
unimproved from the day before. However, after all due 
deliberation, the bring to share was reset for noon at 
Brown Hall (since one of Camargo’s favorite activities is 
showing off Brown Hall). Thanks to the Lees’ enormous 
sense of hospitality, Brown Hall was all in readiness 
with a roaring fire set out by Art Lee. Your editor shook 
hands to welcome the guests who began arriving right 
on time. 

After warming ourselves by the fire, we set out at 
2 o’clock from Courtland Farm to walk the hounds. This 
activity featured the Shakerag Hounds themselves led 
by John Eaton, the huntsman, who explained his 
breeding program. He started off with Penn-Marydels 
and tried crossing them with English-American 
crossbreeds to refine the pack. He soon discovered that 
the pack needs to fit the country and that the Penn-
Marydels already fit northeast Georgia just fine. It was a 
short-lived venture to change the genetic mix of that 
pack. 

In the evening, all gathered once again at the 
Bowens for another splendid catered affair. Because the 
creeks were still raging Sunday morning, the second 
hunt was also cancelled, and the visitors set out early in 
the day for home. Those from Dayton, the Miami Valley 
Hunt, faced a three-hour drive to get home. Those from 
Georgia would be six hours on the road for their return. 
In spite of the dampening effect of the dismal weather, 
enthusiasm ran high for the enormous spread of 
contiguous fixtures in Owen County, Kentucky. All 
pledged to return on a balmier day. 

 
Walking the hounds 

Stepping out The last off 
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Rocky Fork Headley Hunt Return Visit 2018      November 10-11, 2018 

 A dozen stalwart Camargo riders trekked north to face the climes of Columbus, Ohio, and enjoyed 
themselves enormously on a trail ride on Saturday, November 10, and a hunt on Sunday with the Rocky 
Fork Headley Hunt of suburban Gahanna. The week before it rained every day, and the Rocky Fork 
blessing was done without horse or hunt. The hounds and riders were blessed, but the horses stayed 
home. Nevertheless, their blessing followed a printed program, complete with prayers. So, all was in 
readiness to commence formal hunting the weekend of Veterans’ Day, formerly known as Armistice Day. 
This year it was the 100th anniversary of the cessation of hostilities after World War I. 

We were entertained magnificently. Starting with a cocktail party on Friday evening at the Rocky 
Fork Country Club, this warm, inviting venue brought us together to meet new friends and old from Rocky 
Fork. Conditions were still wet on Saturday, so instead of a hunt, a trail ride set out from Gibson Farm. The 
turnout was good. Camargo trail riders included John and Carla Babcock, Judith Davis, Connie Palazzolo, 
and your editor. 

On Saturday evening, dinner was held at MFH Sally Crane Cox’s beautiful home overlooking the 
trails. That put everybody in fine humor. Judith Davis and Dot Daus really got into the spirit of the evening 
by demonstrating the proper use of an inversion table. We also celebrated the birthday of Danielle 
Meggyesy-Dougan and the imminent birthday of Sally Crane Cox. 

On Sunday, a formal hunt cast from the Rocky Fork kennels. A veritable groaning board of 
delectables was laid out for tea following. The leadership of RFHH includes Sharon Shappelear, MFH, 
newly-elevated Stephanie Phillips, MFH, and David Straub, MFH. The honorary whippers-in, who played a 
pivotal role in managing the hounds on Sunday, were Carrie Cox, Charles and Danielle Meggyesy-Dougan, 
Mark Masters, Elaine May, and Stephanie Phillips, MFH. The Camargo Hunt fielded even more riders for 
the hunt on Sunday when Becky Trasser, Jennifer Kahmann, Emily Lawson, and Pam and Vicky Popp 
joined the crowd. Others who came for the fun included Sue Lora, who brought her mother down from 
Cleveland. Carla brought her 98-year-old dad from Newark to enjoy the Ohio State vs. Michigan State 
football game Saturday. 

After tea, Sharon Shappelear, MFH, conducted a tour of the kennels. The highlight was a detailed 
explanation of how the kennels had been built out to fit a growing pack and how hounds are cared for. We 
learned every detail on keeping kennels clean and hounds happy. All in all, everyone enjoyed a fabulous 
hunt weekend. 

 

The Masters greet us at Rocky 
Fork Country Club 

Dot tries out the inversion table It’s cold up there in Columbus, 
Ohio 
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Dressed for the weather 

Two alpacas came too 

Chillin’ out Just off the inverter, Judith feels 
much better 

Linda McKean and friends in 
costume 

RFHH Opening at the Club 

RFHH here’s oil in them thar hills! 

Two birthdays RFHH members gather in style 
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Pace and Clinic                August 25-26, 2018 

 
One of the most glorious weekends in the summer of 2018 was the Field Hunter Clinic and Pace 

Event held Saturday, August 25, and Sunday, August 26, in Owen County, Kentucky. These were the finest 

possible events to prepare foxhunters for the season to come. 

The Hunt Clinic featured four skilled groups: the hilltoppers, the beginner field hunters, the 

intermediate field hunters, and the experienced field hunters. The groups were led by Natalie Nesbitt, 

MFH, Mandy Weissman, Melinda Thomas, and Stephanie Phillips, MFH. Stephanie Phillips led the 

experienced field hunters who practiced managing “trappy” jumps and all other conceivable challenges 

that the first field might encounter. Stephanie is from Trinity Farm outside of Columbus, Ohio. She is the 

huntsman and master at Rocky Fork Headley Hunt. She re-trains thoroughbreds hot-off-the-track for fox 

hunting. 

The intermediate group, led by Melinda Thomas, took on the challenge of taking jumps suddenly 

revealed at sharp turns or around corners and uphill and downhill approaches. Riding from bright light 

into dark light before a jump got special emphasis. The beginner group was led by Mandy Weissman who 

has been active in every conceivable equestrian sport. She has had great personal success at the two-star 

level in eventing and has coached dressage and hunter seat teams at Midway College in Kentucky. She 

brings her wealth of experience to get people started in foxhunting. 

The hilltopper group was led by our own Master of Fox Hounds, Natalie Nesbitt, who has been 

riding in Indian Hill since she was a girl. She has hunted for the last 25 years. She has loyally devoted 

herself to leading the second and third fields for more than 10 years. She learned this art from Cathy Jacob, 

long-time member of the Hunt, and Danny Kerr, the former huntsman. This group of experts led a group of 

some 37 attendees over the beautifully groomed trails behind the Lees’ Brown Hall. 

The clinic took fully two and a half hours. Great attention was devoted to the details involved in 

fitting in with the hunt, enjoying the pursuit, following the hounds, and viewing the game. In the evening, 

an instructional session was held about hunting lore, tradition, and history. The Hunt included a handout 

which explained the vocabulary, the dress, and the etiquette of foxhunting along with a list of all the 

officers of the Camargo Hunt. The technical aspects of the hunting were adapted from the Masters of 

Foxhounds Association’s educational booklets. 

The following day, the Camargo Hunt's summer season was capped by a fancy dress Pace. The 

pictures show all the fun people had dressing up for the occasion. The Pace was held at lovely Wattership 

Down. Each rider was challenged to remember the name of all the trails in case a tiebreaker was needed. 

The team that came closest to matching the allotted time won. 

 

Camargo Hunt members winning ribbons in the fancy dress Pace included the following: 

 Jumping field—Cindi Whitacre and Melinda Thomas, first; Brady Delaney and Dot Daus, 

second; Jennifer Kahmann and Emily Lawson, third. 

 Hilltoppers—Anna Johnson and Macy McNabb, first; Janice Snelling, Kerry Daus, Becky 

Trasser, and Mae Daus, second; and Cindy Sither and Dennis Cross, third. 

 Trail Riders—Dale Mattingly and Janet Cromer. 
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   Pace                October 26, 2018 

 

McNabb’s Barn 

Mae really up Melinda’s Fox and Hounds 

Dot triumphs 

The winnahs Dot 
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Hunt Clinic October 25, 2018 

 1st The Princesses and their 
Servants (Anna Johnson and 

Macy McNabb) 

2nd Luau Ladies (Janice 
Snelling, Kerry Daus, Becky 

Trasser, Caitlyn Pollack, Mae 
Daus) 

3rd Twinkle Toes (Cindy 
Sither and crew) 

Trail clearing grub is pretty good, too. 

Macie, Dot, and friends 

Janet Cromer, Connie Palazzolo, Heath Ball, and Courtney 
Ball – Hunt aficionados 

 

Jenna’s  

Ladies of the Hunt at Leisure 
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Kentucky Hunt Week 

October 13-15, 2018 

Hosted by the Camargo Hunt at Brown Hall on Tuesday, and by 

Long Run Woodford Hounds at Shaker Village on Thursday 
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Andrew and Jenna at Shakertown with LRWH Janice carrying the horn in Indian Hill 

Belinda Peace and Janet Cromer fall trail riding Becky Trasser and Cindi Whitacre 

John Whitty Beth Geiser Carla and John Babcock roading 
hounds with Janice Snelling 

Kentucky Hunt Week Tuesday CH @ Brown Hall, and Thursday LRWH @ Shaker Village 
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  Hunter Trials – Our Octoberfest            October 6, 2018 

 
Congratulations Tailgate Winners! 
Grand Champion & Best Appetizer 
Lauren Macke 
 
Best Beverage  
Holmestead Stables, Cheryl Steele 
 
Best Main Course & Best Wine 
Pairing 
The Society of Colonials Wars, Ohio 
 
Best Tailgate and Best Dessert 
Dreamscape Stables, Melinda 
Thomas 
 

 
 

The Society of Colonial Dames of America One colorful table setting 

Carrie van der Zee, President of the 
Colonial Dames, and friend 

 

Findaway Farm Tailgate 

Huntsman and hounds 

 

 

 The Judges Cast VIP Tent 
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Rosemary eyes the comestibles 

The Horses Hill crowd Findaway Tailgate 

And big ribbons, too Trophies galore 

Christie invites you to register for 
the classes 

A reassuring word 

The Mother Lode 

Prepping for the Grand Procession 

Carla’s Art Doug van der Zee and 
Stuart Jackson, Society 

of Colonial Wars 

Yum, yum! 

Horse tails 
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Holmestead stables, Cheryl Steele, best beverage, 
Drink it up! 

North Side Distillery debuts 

Stuart, Carrie, and Doug. Warriors and Dames together! 

GFW at the bend 

Tailgate’n Cheryl Steele collects her prize ribbon 
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The Junior North American Field Hunter Trials Qualifying Round with the 

Camargo Hunt at Brown Hall September 29, 2018 

 Another beautiful day set the scene in Owen County when young hunters set out to prove their  
skills behind the combined packs of Camargo and Godwin Hounds. Tot Godwin is a longtime friend of 
Camargo’s former huntsman and has only recently set out to establish an altogether new Hunt. He hopes to 
be recognized by MFHA in two or three years. 

Young riders  competed in the Junior North American Field Hunter Trials to be able to move on to 
the national finals at Old Dominion in Virginia. Those who qualified to go to Virginia were Dot Daus, Macie 
McNabb, Anna Johnson and Charlie Johnson, Jr. John Whitty, LRWH/CH, led the panel of judges. They 
included Lisa Eifler, LRWH, and Mary Jo Moloney and Michelle Prim of Iroquois. Michelle exclaimed, “The 
whole future of fox hunting depends on our work today to ensure our sport lives on in the generations to 
come.” The regional qualifiers have only come to the Midwest in recent years. 
 

Logo wear 

Judges: Lisa Eifler, LRWH, Mary Jo Moloney, Iroquois, Michelle Prim, 
Iroquois, John Whitty, LRWH and CH. 

 

And Andrew and Jenna Bowen had birthdays 
this week and get a hug from Annette 
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And the winnahs are Dot Daus, Macy McNabb, Anna Johnson, and Charlie Johnson, Jr. The future of fox hunting is 
secure! 

Madame Secretary CH Tot Goodwin and the Goodwin 
Hounds visiting at Brown Hall 

John Whitty says it all 
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 Labor Day Opening Hunt September 3, 2018 

 The weather was unusually fair for the opening of 
cubbing season on September 3, 2018. Twenty-seven 
riders and seven staff turned out in summer riding attire 
for the event. Not one failed to wear their Camargo Hunt 
polo shirt. To a person, the staff rode in their green shirts 
and rust-colored breeches. It was a unit cohesion exercise 
for the whole club at the beginning of the 2018-2019 
season. The hunt cast from Clippinger Field. Trena Kerr 
was field master of the first field, consisting of Connie 
Palazzolo, Charlie Johnson, Jr., Maxwell Watters, and your 
editor. The second field was led by John Babcock, MFH, and 
the third by Natalie Nesbitt, MFH, as per long-standing 
custom. The Hunt shot off over many of the jumps on 
permanent display in Clippinger Field before catching up 
with Danny Kerr and the hounds. In due course, heartbeats 
and respiratory rates were raised to the max. The entire 
first field slowed down accordingly in order to catch their 
breath.  
 Following a fine outing, the riding and social 
members all gathered at the Camargo Country Club for a 
sumptuous brunch in the pavilion. Everyone showed up in 
their summer finery for one last blast before the weather 
deteriorated into the fall. It was a wonderful way to open 
the Hunt year. Everyone enjoyed themselves enormously.  
 Sponsors 

Carol, Susan, and Cheryl, IHEC leaders The scene 
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Kabobs gone away 

Strawberry kabobs before they disappeared Catered by 

More hooves How hunters see themselves 

The good life 

Breakfast spread Roxie and Carla today Rosemary and Frank on Charlie 
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Trail Clearing  

 
An elaborate schedule of trail clearings was 
prepared for riding mavens in July and 
August 2018. Four weekday evening dates in 
Indian Hill were scheduled during August, as 
well as four weekend days in Owen County. 
You may think that trail clearing is a bit of a 
chore and that it is easier to pay the fee and 
hire somebody else to do it. In fact, it is one 
of the many ongoing energy-building 
activities that are included in the Hunt 
calendar each summer. This long tradition 
prepares the trails at Hunt fixtures so that 
we can see the jumps and open the gates on 
horseback. The turnout for these exercises 
has been modest in recent years, but all are 
encouraged to think of August as the time 
we’ll be trail clearing. Do make an effort to 
participate! There’s even a tailgate lunch on 
occasion. It’s also a chance to collaborate 
with our friends from the Indian Hill 
Equestrian Club. Specific directions are 
given in the weekly bulletin from Hunt 
Secretary, Carla. Be there or be square! 
 

Enjoying the fruits of trail clearing 

Trail clearing grub is pretty good, too. Judith and Courtney set up meals on wheels for the trail prep 



 

 

Membership 

Renewal  

2019-2020 

The Camargo Hunt is 
currently accepting 

applications for new 
members. Social and 

various levels of riding 
memberships are 

available. 
 

Contact:  
Hunt Secretary,  

Carla Babcock, at (513) 
207-2778 or 

Carla.Babcock09@gmai
l.com or Hunt’s website. 

 
 We’re on the Web! 

See us at: 
www.camargohunt.com 

June 14 - IHEC Trail Clearing 
June 20 - Third Thursday Dinner - Belterra 
 
July 4 - IH Parade 
July 6 - MVH Mini Horse Trial 
July 12 - IHEC Trail Clearing 
July 13 - RFHH Pace 
July 18 - Third Thursday Dinner 
July 20 - CH Trailride - Caesar’s Creek 
 
August 3 - Trail Clearing 
August 9 - IHEC Trail Clearing 
August 10 - CH Trail Clearing 
August 17 - CH Trail Clearing 
August 24-25 - Hunt Clinic & OC Poker Pace 
August 31 - CH Trail Clearing 
 
September 2 - Labor Day - Opening Day of Cubbing 
Season - Clippinger Field 
September 13 - IHEC Trail Clearing 
 
Hound Walking 
Every Tues., Thurs., and Saturday - 9 AM promptly 
(times will get earlier as summer gets hotter) 
Old Poindexter 
Call Andy Bozdan if planning to attend - (865) 
438-3665 
Roading Hounds with Horses will begin in July 
Please - no personal pets in attendance 

Summer 2019 Schedule 

 

Time to renew your Kentucky 
Hunting License 


